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Dear Xxxx,

Congratulations on finishing the Prayers & Promises Bible Course.  Well done! You should find enclosed your certificate of completion.  Well done! We have also enclosed a list of available books.  These are the books that were available when we mailed this list.  We will send you one book.  The book we send is free.  We send it on a first come, first served basis.  We suggest that you put numbers beside your top five choices.  #1 beside your first choice, #2 beside your second choice, etc.  That way if your first few choices are already gone, by the time we get this back, we can still send you a book you want.  We have also enclosed the first lesson of the next course in this series – BC4 The Sermon on the Mount.
Teacher Note: Matthew 26:36-46

 36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 

 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 

 38 Then He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me." 

 39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, 

"My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will." 

 40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 

 41 "Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

 42 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, 

"My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done." 

 43 Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 

 44And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 

 45Then He came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

 46"Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!" 

(Delete before Sending)

Your work on the quiz was excellent. (Questions 1A - G) [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  

(1A) Who is praying? Jesus, three times in verses 39, 42 and 44.

(1B) Who besides God is listening? The disciples until they fall asleep.

(1C) What is specifically being requested? That He avoid torture, crucifixion and death.  It does not specifically say that, but what else could it be?

(1D) Who is/are the expected recipient(s) of what is being requested? Jesus

(1E) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer? He doesn't.  He simply asks to be delivered and promises to things God's way.

(1F) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer? He is in the garden of Gethsemane, laying on his face, praying aloud.

(1G) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer? An angel came and strengthened Him.  Luke 22:43.  Even when God says, "No," to our requests, it is still beneficial to pray.

Teacher Note: Exodus 20:2-17 

 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 

 5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

 8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

 9 "Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 

 11 "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 

 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you. 

 13 "You shall not murder. 

 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 

 15 "You shall not steal. 

 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

Deuteronomy 5:6-21

 6 'I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 7 'You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 8 'You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 

 9 'You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

 10 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

 11 'You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

 12 'Observe the sabbath day to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 

 13 'Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

 14 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant or your ox or your donkey or any of your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you, so that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 

 15 'You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day. 

 16 'Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days may be prolonged and that it may go well with you on the land which the LORD your God gives you. 

 17 'You shall not murder. 

 18 'You shall not commit adultery. 

 19 'You shall not steal. 

 20 'You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

 21 'You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, and you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field or his male servant or his female servant, his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.' 

(Delete before Sending)

(Questions 2A - B) [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]   

(2A) Lord, my God, it is you who have delivered me from slavery to sin.  Having rescued me, please do not let me be recaptured again by my own lust and pride or by Satan's evil trickery.  Help me to keep you as the only God I worship.  Let me not lift up any created thing as an object of worship, whether made by you, or by me in imitation of something you have made.  Help me to be a man who serves only you, and never gives you any occasion to have your righteous jealousy aroused.  Please do not let the consequences of my sins visit my children and their descendants with hardships and sorrow.  Rather bless their lives with a strong loving relationship with you and give them many Christian friends for fellowship in you.  Let their steps find your holy path of reconciliation and obedience.  Father, as an adopted member of Your family, I call myself Christian.  Help me to never do anything or say anything to hurt Your reputation.  Let me speak at all times with gracious words that would honor you.

Thank you for the blessing of a day of rest.  Help me to care for this gift by guarding it from the intrusions of my interests and by not letting it become a day of indolence, apathy, and sloth rather than a day of refreshing rest from my labors.  Let my worship of you be consistently sincere, frequent, and fulfilling.  Father, help me keep my wonder and appreciation for this amazing place, where we all dwell, which you created in only six days.

Lord, my mother and father have passed.  I regret my every disrespect and disobedience to them.  Thank you for covering these grievous sins with the blood of Jesus Christ.

God, please deliver me from hate, envy, jealousy, and any other evil feeling towards others that might lead me to desire their death.  Lord keep my eyes from even looking at any woman other than my wife.  Guard my heart from too much affection for any other than her.  Keep my mind from even considering an alternative to having her as my helpmeet.  Father, let me respect the property of other people, even when no one is looking, or would even know.  Keep me from even having a desire for what is not mine.  Teach me to be content and grateful for the blessings you rain down on me.  Gracious heavenly father, let my mouth always speak the truth, let my tongue always be honest, and let my mind not devise any deceptive thing.  I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

(2B) When could you pray this prayer in your own life?  This looks like one to add to our daily devotions, or at least weekly.

Teacher Note: Revelation 3:10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 

(Delete before Sending)

(Questions 3A - D) [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  

(3A) Who is speaking to whom? Jesus is speaking to the church at Philadelphia. (verse 7)

(3B) What is promised to whom? They will be rescued from a difficult time of testing.

(3C) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any? The condition has already been met prior to the promise being given – keeping His word.

(3D) How can you use this promise in your own life? Keeping His word may deliver you from many tests and trials.

Keep in mind these are examples.  There are many more prayers and promises in the Bible than are mentioned in these lessons.  

(4) YOUR QUESTION: [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THESE TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS]

Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

Our prayer: [SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR HIS FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES]  Father in Heaven, You have promised that if Xxxx lives in You and what You say lives in Xxxx, then when he prays You will listen.  I pray that Xxxx will give all glory and honor to You when he produces spiritual fruit, showing that he is your disciple.  Jesus, thank You for loving us.  Let Xxxx live only in Your love. You obeyed God’s commandments so You were able to live in His love.  Give us strength to also obey God’s commandments, so that we will also live in His love. Thank you for your Word so that our joy will be complete.  Give Xxxx the strength and love to love others as You have loved him.  AMEN

(This prayer based on John 15:7-12)

God bless you, [OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

TeacherName

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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