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Dear Xxxx,

Your work on the quiz was excellent. [SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  

Teacher Note: Jonah 2:2-9 and he said,

         "I called out of my distress to the LORD,

         And He answered me 

         I cried for help from the depth of Sheol;

         You heard my voice. 

    3"For You had cast me into the deep,

         Into the heart of the seas,

         And the current engulfed me 

         All Your breakers and billows passed over me. 

    4"So I said, 'I have been expelled from Your sight 

         Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy temple.' 

    5"Water encompassed me to the point of death 

         The great deep engulfed me,

         Weeds were wrapped around my head. 

    6"I descended to the roots of the mountains 

         The earth with its bars was around me forever,

         But You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God. 

    7"While I was fainting away,

         I remembered the LORD,

         And my prayer came to You,

         Into Your holy temple. 

    8"Those who regard vain idols

         Forsake their faithfulness, 

    9But I will sacrifice to You

         With the voice of thanksgiving 

         That which I have vowed I will pay 

         Salvation is from the LORD." (Delete before Sending)

(Questions 1A - G) [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

(1A) Who is praying? Jonah is praying from the belly of the fish (Verse 1) for his survival.  Only God can hear him.  Jonah uses an interesting method of trying to convince God.  He does not ask God for anything directly.  Jonah just thanks God and praises Him as if the prayer were already answered.  It takes a lot of faith to pray that way.  He promises he will worship and thank Him.  I think it very likely that this prayer is of the kind promised in Romans 8:26.  I think Jonah simply cried out in anguish, and what we read here are the words of the Holy Spirit.  The result of the prayer is that the fish spits the prophet out.  (Verse 10)

Teacher Note: Habakkuk 3:17-19 Though the fig tree should not blossom And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive should fail And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold And there be no cattle in the stalls, Yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. The Lord GOD is my strength, And He has made my feet like hinds' feet, And makes me walk on my high places. (Delete before Sending)

(Questions 2A - B) [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  

Father, even though times are tough, the car is broken, I didn’t get my raise, and my wife is laid off from her job.  I will still exult in You Lord.  I will rejoice in You the God of my salvation.  You are my strength.  I seek no strength but God alone. God make me to advance boldly and without fear along high places that I may pass over all obstacles to destroy my spiritual enemies of darkness.

Teacher Note: Hosea 14:1-7

    1 Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God,

         For you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 

    2Take words with you and return to the LORD.

         Say to Him, "Take away all iniquity

         And receive us graciously,

         That we may present the fruit of our lips. 

    3"Assyria will not save us,

         We will not ride on horses;

         Nor will we say again, 'Our god,'

         To the work of our hands;

         For in You the orphan finds mercy." 

    4I will heal their apostasy,

         I will love them freely,

         For My anger has turned away from them. 

    5I will be like the dew to Israel;

         He will blossom like the lily,

         And he will take root like the cedars of Lebanon. 

    6His shoots will sprout,

         And his beauty will be like the olive tree

         And his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon. 

    7Those who live in his shadow

         Will again raise grain,

         And they will blossom like the vine.

         His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon.(Delete before Sending)

(Questions 3A - D) [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

God is speaking to Israel, His people.  He promises to heal their apostasy, love them freely, and quit being angry at them.  To receive this promise they must return to Him (i.e. start worshipping Him as their God again), ask Him to take away their iniquity (forgive their sin), ask Him to receive them graciously, admit that no one else who can save them, and promise not to worship other gods any more.  Sounds like a prayer for salvation to me.

This next lesson is very similar to this one except it draws its examples from the Epistles of Paul.

(4) [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THESE TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS]

 Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

Our prayer: [SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR HIS FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES] 

Lord our God, we rejoice in you and are glad in you.  You have poured out your blessings on us like the rain.  We have everything that we need and are confident you will meet our future needs.  All that I have lost you have replaced with more and better.  We have plenty and are satisfied.  We praise your name, oh Lord our God, for you have treated us wondrously, and not allowed us to be put to shame.  The Lord our God is one God.  There is none other.  Amen.

(Prayer based on Joel 2:23-27)

God bless you, [OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOUR NAME HERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]

1
1

