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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  Thank you for you diligent work on this lesson.

Teacher Note: 1 Samuel 2:1-10 (Titled "Hannah's Song of Thanksgiving" in some Bibles)

	       1 Then Hannah prayed and said,

         "My heart exults in the LORD;

         My horn is exalted in the LORD,

         My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies,

         Because I rejoice in Your salvation. 

      2 "There is no one holy like the LORD,

         Indeed, there is no one besides You,

         Nor is there any rock like our God. 

      3 "Boast no more so very proudly,

         Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth;

         For the LORD is a God of knowledge,

         And with Him actions are weighed. 

      4 "The bows of the mighty are shattered,

         But the feeble gird on strength. 

      5 "Those who were full hire themselves out for bread,

         But those who were hungry cease to hunger.

         Even the barren gives birth to seven,

         But she who has many children languishes. 
	      6 "The LORD kills and makes alive;

         He brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

      7 "The LORD makes poor and rich;

         He brings low, He also exalts. 

      8 "He raises the poor from the dust,

         He lifts the needy from the ash heap

         To make them sit with nobles,

         And inherit a seat of honor;

         For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S,

         And He set the world on them. 

      9 "He keeps the feet of His godly ones,

         But the wicked ones are silenced in darkness;

         For not by might shall a man prevail. 

    10 "Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered;

         Against them He will thunder in the heavens,

         The LORD will judge the ends of the earth;

         And He will give strength to His king,

         And will exalt the horn of His anointed." 


(Just for your reference.  Please delete before sending.)

(Questions 1A - G) First Samuel 2:1-10 [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

Here is how I analyzed it:

(1A) Who is praying? Hannah

(1B) Who besides God is listening? Probably her husband Elkanah (1 Sam 2:11) and Eli (1 Sam 1:25).

(1C) What is specifically being requested? Nothing.  It is thanksgiving for the answered prayer reported in the previous chapter.

(1D) Who is/are the expected recipient(s) of what is being requested? No one

(1E) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer? No answer is expected.

(1F) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer?  The place is before the tabernacle where animal sacrifices were made.  (1 Sam 1:25)  The posture is not given but it is probably standing.  She almost certainly prayed aloud.

(1G) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer? No results were expected, but God was glorified.

The point of all this is this: Not all prayer is a list of requests.  The Bible reports many prayers similar to this one.  The example set for us is someone being thankful and grateful enough for answered prayer to praise and worship God.  How often to we greet answered prayer with a yawn or a shrug?  How often does God bless us and yet we do not even notice it?  

In the original Hebrew language this prayer is in the form of a song or a poem.  This is also a good example for us to follow.

Teacher Note: Nehemiah 4:14-20

 14 When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: "Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses." 

 15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that God had frustrated their plan, then all of us returned to the wall, each one to his work. 

 16 From that day on, half of my servants carried on the work while half of them held the spears, the shields, the bows and the breastplates; and the captains were behind the whole house of Judah. 

 17 Those who were rebuilding the wall and those who carried burdens took their load with one hand doing the work and the other holding a weapon. 

 18 As for the builders, each wore his sword girded at his side as he built, while the trumpeter stood near me. 

 19 I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "The work is great and extensive, and we are separated on the wall far from one another. 

 20 "At whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us." 

(Just for your reference.  Please delete before sending.)

(Questions 2A - B)[SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

Here are a couple of alternatives:

"My Lord and my God, I am facing great difficulties in my life right now.  Help me to not be afraid, but remember instead your greatness and goodness.  Give me courage and determination that I might face my difficulties and overcome them.  Instead of thinking of how big my problems are, help me to trust in how big my God is.  Help me to do those things needful for life and sustenance without neglecting my duty and responsibilities to live a holy life.  Let me join in fellowship with other Christians that we might all strengthen each other as we overcome the difficulties of life and the share burdens we all carry.  Give me wisdom from your Holy Bible that it might be as a sword by my side to attack the problems I face.  Lord may I always remember that it is you who fight for us, and who will have the victory."

"Father, sometimes I become of afraid of what others can do to me.  Help me to remember that you are great and awesome.  Help me to spiritually fight for my brothers, sons, daughters, wife and home.  I pray that each will have a personal encounter with you, that they would know your grace and understand your sacrifice.  We pray that You will frustrate the plans of those who would do us harm.  Help me to continue to do your work even when Satan comes against it.  Let me remember to pray for those who are on the front lines fighting for the souls of others.  Let us remember to put on the whole armour of God.  Let me not go into spiritual battle unless I have the word of God in my hand or my mind.  My sword shall be Your Holy Word the Bible.  Help me to bring to memory those scriptures I have tried to memorize. Help me to trumpet them to others.  Lord I lift up my brothers in Christ who I am separated from.  Some are behind bars and far from other believers. Others are in foreign lands.  Let me remember to pray for them. 

Thank you again Lord that You fight for me.  That you sent your son to die for me."

Teacher Note:  

Joshua 1:8

"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

(Just for your reference.  Please delete before sending.)

(Questions 3A - D) [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

My analysis:

The Lord is speaking to Joshua and promises him success and prosperity.  Thinking about and talking about God's word at all times will lead to a careful obedience to it.  This obedience will in turn lead to a prosperity and success.  The interesting thing here is the cause and effect relationships.  Doing things God's way leads to prosperity and success, period.  It is not like we do things God's way and God miraculously intervenes to keep a promise.  His ways are the laws of the universe, and as such, are self enforcing.  

Keep in mind these are examples.  There are many more prayers and promises in the Old Testament than mentioned in these lessons.  This next lesson is very similar to this one except it draws its examples from the books of poetry in the Old Testament – Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.

(4) [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THESE TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS] Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

Our prayer: [SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR HIS FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES] Father, help Xxxx to be more like Samuel who even in his sleep was as close as he could get to You.  Never let your light go out of Xxxx's presence.  When You speak to Xxxx let him always know your voice.  When You call let Xxxx run to do Your will.  Help Xxxx always willing, never giving up.  Praise You Lord, that Xxxx  knows Your salvation and has Your Word to read.  Thank you for Christian brothers who have helped Xxxx recognize Your call upon Xxxx's life.  Thank you for wise counselors for Xxxx . Father help Xxxx listen as he meditates on your word.  Help Xxxx to recognize his name when you call. Let him be obedient to your call. We praise you for your revelations.   Let us always submit to your plans for our lives even when they are not what we would have chosen.  AMEN

 (Based on 1st Samuel 3:3-18) 

God bless you, [OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOUR NAME HERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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