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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] Your work on the quiz was excellent. 

Teacher Note:  John 11:41-42 So they removed the stone Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me."  (Delete this before sending)

(Questions 1A - G) [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] This is the way I analyzed it:  Jesus was praying to God, but Martha, Mary, His disciples, and a crowd of Jews were listening.  Jesus just offers thanks out loud.  However, the results strongly hint that Jesus also prayed silently asking that Lazarus would come back to life.  To try to convince God to answer, Jesus says He has faith that He has been heard, and suggests that an answer will help those who are standing around to come to believe.  So the expected recipients are Lazarus to get his life back, his sisters will get their brother back, and the Jews will come to believe.  He prays in a graveyard, probably standing up, with His eyes looking heavenward.  Part of the prayer is silent and part is out loud.  The results are that Lazarus gets His life back, the sister get their brother back.  In verse 45 we see that many of the Jews come to believe, but not all.  Some chose to hold onto their disbelief even in the face of this astounding evidence!  Incredible.

Teacher Note: Luke 18:10-13 "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: 'God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.' "But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!'  (Delete before Sending)

(Questions 2A - B) [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] This is the way I did it:  "Lord, I thank you that I am not like I used to be.  I thank you for saving my soul.  I have cheated, been unjust, and committed adultery with my eyes.  I have been gluttonous and stingy.  When I fall back into these things, please forgive me and be merciful to me, the sinner!  Please cleanse me completely of all these things that I might be able to look on your face without shame when I get to heaven."  I should probably pray this much more often than I do.

Teacher Note:  John 15:7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you." (Delete this before sending)

(Questions 3A - D) [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] Jesus is speaking to His disciples and promises them that that whatever they desire to ask will be done for them.  The condition is that they live in Jesus and His words live in them.  When I am walking close to God and deep in Bible study, my wishes and desires begin to line up with His will.  My prayers begin to be about Him being glorified, and about me being cleansed and useful.  He does answer these prayers, just as He promised.

Keep in mind these are examples.  There are many more prayers and promises in the Gospels than mentioned in the last lesson.  This next lesson is very similar to this one except it draws its examples from the books of Moses, the first five books of the Old Testament.

(4)  YOUR QUESTION: [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THESE TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS]

Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

Our prayer:  [ADD SPECIFIC REQUESTS FOR HIS FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES OR INTEGRATE THEM INTO THE HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER BELOW]  Father, I lift up my eyes to heaven, and glorify your Son, Jesus Christ, to whom you have given authority over all flesh, so that He may give eternal life.  This is eternal life, that we may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  Jesus glorified you on the earth, having accomplished the work which You gave Him to do. Now, your are glorified together, with the glory which You had before the world was. Jesus Christ has manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Him out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Him, and they kept Your word.  Lord we have come to know that everything You have about Him is from You; for He spoke Your words, and we have understood that Jesus came forth from You, and we believe you sent Him.  Holy Father, keep Xxxx in Your name, the name which You have given Jesus Christ, that we may be one even as God is one.   Keep Xxxx from the evil one and separated from the world.  Sanctify Xxxx in the truth, Your word is truth.  Lord, let Xxxx have a ready heart to be sent into the world with the truth.  Father may many come to believe in Jesus through Your word as Xxxx takes it to the world.  Make us perfect in unity and love so that the world might believe that You sent Jesus Christ.  Give to Xxxx that love You have always had.  Oh, righteous Father, although the world does not know you, Xxxx knows you.  Lord let Xxxx make Your name known, and your love be in Xxxx, and your life be in Xxxx.  AMEN

(Prayer based on Jesus' prayer in John 17)

God bless you, [OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOUR NAME HERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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