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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] Nice work on the quiz. 

(Question 1)  [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] It means that Jesus is Lord.  As it says in Romans 14:10-12 "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God."

  (2)  [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE] Without being clothed in the righteousness of Jesus, we will not be welcome at the marriage feast of the Lamb.  Heaven's gates will be closed to us unless we are washed in the blood of Jesus Christ.

Teacher Note: This scripture passage is for the teacher's reference only.  It is not intended to be included as part of the letter to the student.

Matthew 22

Parable of the Marriage Feast

 1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying,   2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.    3 "And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come.    4 "Again he sent out other slaves saying, 'Tell those who have been invited, "Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast."'    5 "But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business,    6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them.    7 "But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire.    8 "Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.    9 'Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.'    10 "Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests.    11 "But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed in wedding clothes,    12 and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?' And the man was speechless.    13 "Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'    14 "For many are called, but few are chosen."  

  (3)  [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE]   This is how I analyze it:

First Way:  Said no, but did it.  Matt 21:28-29

Second Way:  Said yes, and did not do it.  Matt 21:30

Third way: Could have said yes and done it.

Fourth way: Could have said no and not done it.

Clearly the third way is the best.  I guess we have all acted all these ways at one time or another.  I think the point is for us to not just give lip service to God, but to do His will.

Teacher Note: This scripture passage is for the teacher's reference only.  It is not intended to be included as part of the letter to the student.

Matthew 21:28-32

Parable of Two Sons

 28 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.'   29 "And he answered, 'I will not'; but afterward he regretted it and went.    30 "The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, 'I will, sir'; but he did not go.    31 "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you.    32 "For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him. 

Third way: Could have said yes and done it.  Fourth way: Could have said no and not done it.

(4) Amen! 

Teacher Note: If they do not put a reference, I find it and say, "Peter 1:18 (or whatever).  Amen," to try to get them in the habit of using references.  If they blow the whole thing I just put the correct reference and the verse as it really appears and say, "Amen."  They may or may not notice they got it wrong.

Teacher Note: if verse they choose is not from the lesson readings, I add one that is but without criticizing their choice.

(5) Teacher Note: Reflect back something specific here if you can, so they know they have been heard.

In the enclosed lesson we continue with the teaching of Jesus in the temple in the final days before His crucifixion.  We will read Jesus' lament over Jerusalem, His prophecy of the dangerous times to come, the signs we can expect from his return, and the story of the widow's mite.  Jesus also exposes the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and pronounces eight woes on the Jewish leadership.

(6) We welcome your questions.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [EDIT THE PRAYER TO MAKE IT MORE ABOUT THE STUDENT.  (THERE ARE NO PRONOUNS SPECIFIC TO THE STUDENT'S GENDER IN THIS PRAYER] 

Father, I thank you for the opportunity to repent and turn from my sins.  Thank You that You were quick to forgive me.  Thank you for the wonderful memory of my baptism.  Thank You that the Holy Spirit lives in me.  Thank You for this promise of salvation that you have given to me, my family and to everyone who is far away, including Xxxx.  Praise you that it belongs to Xxxx and everyone who worships You, the Lord my God.  Help Xxxx to not be corrupted by this evil generation. AMEN

[PLEASE ADD A BIBLE QUOTE OF YOUR CHOICE]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YourNameHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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