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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  

(Question 1) TROUBLED PERSON: [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASINING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] The first step is go to the sinner privately.  Second step take one or two others with you.  Third step have a church meeting about it.  

[YOU MAY WANT TO ADD THIS] Notice it does not say gossip with a dozen people first, and then go and talk to the person.  I believe we are to keep it private for three reasons.  (A) To avoid exposing the person to public shame.  (B) To avoid exposing ourselves to public shame in case we are wrong.  (C)  Once it becomes a public matter our own pride or the other person's pride will make it more difficult to resolve.  We are only supposed to involve others when we can not get it resolved privately.  When we do involve others we are to keep it a small number, so that it still has a chance not to become generally known.  It is only supposed to be brought to the attention of the entire church, when private efforts have failed to bring the matter to a successful conclusion.

(2) TROUBLED CHURCH: [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASINING PART OF IT, THEN EITHER EDIT THE FOLLOWING IF IT MATCHES YOUR EXPERIENCE, OR REPLACE IT IF IT DOES NOT]   When handled properly I have never seen a matter get beyond step 2.  However, I usually see it done improperly.  Usually people spend days, weeks, or months gossiping about each other, and by the time it comes to a head, what really happened is hidden from view by all the misunderstandings gossip causes.

(3) FORGIVENESS: [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT, OR PARAPHRASINING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  How can we expect our Heavenly Father to forgive us, unless we forgive our brothers and sisters?  God requires forgiveness of us.

(4) SCRIPTURE: Amen.  

Teacher Note: Matthew 18:20 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst." 

Teacher Note: If they do not put a reference, I find it and say, "Peter 1:18 (or whatever).  Amen," to try to get them in the habit of using references.  If they blow the whole thing I just put the reference and the verse as it really appears and say, "Amen."  They may or may not notice they got it wrong.  Maybe they did not get it wrong.  Maybe it is some other version.

(5)  YOUR THOUGHTS: [SAY SOMETHING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASINING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] In the next lesson we look at what the Bible says about our duty to God.  I hope you find it useful and interesting.

(6) YOUR QUESTION: [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THIS TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS]

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OUR PRAYER: [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING DEPENDING ON THE GENDER OF THE STUDENT] 

For Males: Heavenly Father, we humble ourselves under Your mighty hand. Forgive us for our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Help Xxxx draw near to You with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having his heart sprinkled from an evil conscience, and his body washed with pure water.   Let Your Word dwell in Xxxx richly. Fill him with the knowledge of Your will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that he may live and conduct himself in a manner worthy of You, fully pleasing You, and being fruitful in every good work. And, by being renewed in the spirit of his mind, that he put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering: bearing with and forgiving others. That we dwell together in the unity of the faith, recognizing those who labor among us, esteeming them highly in love for their work's sake. We  pray that we all speak the same thing, with no divisions among us, standing fast in one spirit, striving together for the faith. That we're not carried about with various and strange doctrines, But we study, rightly dividing the word of truth. That we're not murmurers, complainers, walking after our own lusts, but are rich in good works, ready to give and willing to share.  We pray that the whole body be knit and joined together, and that every part does its share causing growth to the body. As each one has received a gift, let him minister it, looking out for the interests of others. Let us all fervently love one another with a pure heart, so that we do not lose the things we have worked for.  Let us become serious and watchful in our prayers, redeeming the time, for the days are evil. Running with endurance the race that is set before us, setting our minds on things above and not on things on the earth. But pressing toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God. Putting on the whole armor of God that we may stand against the devil. That we will speak forth Your Word with great boldness and that You will stretch forth Your hand to heal, that signs and wonders may be done in the name of Your Son Jesus. AMEN

For Females: Heavenly Father, we humble ourselves under Your mighty hand. Forgive us for our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Help Xxxx draw near to You with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having her heart sprinkled from an evil conscience, and her body washed with pure water.   Let Your Word dwell in Xxxx richly. Fill her with the knowledge of Your will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that she may live and conduct herself in a manner worthy of You, fully pleasing You, and being fruitful in every good work. And, by being renewed in the spirit of her mind, that she put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering: bearing with and forgiving others. That we dwell together in the unity of the faith, recognizing those who labor among us, esteeming them highly in love for their work's sake. We  pray that we all speak the same thing, with no divisions among us, standing fast in one spirit, striving together for the faith. That we're not carried about with various and strange doctrines, But we study, rightly dividing the word of truth. That we're not murmurers, complainers, walking after our own lusts, but are rich in good works, ready to give and willing to share.  We pray that the whole body be knit and joined together, and that every part does its share causing growth to the body. As each one has received a gift, let him minister it, looking out for the interests of others. Let us all fervently love one another with a pure heart, so that we do not lose the things we have worked for.  Let us become serious and watchful in our prayers, redeeming the time, for the days are evil. Running with endurance the race that is set before us, setting our minds on things above and not on things on the earth. But pressing toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God. Putting on the whole armor of God that we may stand against the devil. That we will speak forth Your Word with great boldness and that You will stretch forth Your hand to heal, that signs and wonders may be done in the name of Your Son Jesus. AMEN

Hebrews 10:24-25   and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 

[AND/OR OTHER BIBLE QUOTE OF YOUR CHOICE]

God Bless You, 

YOUR NAME HERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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