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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  You did very well on this quiz.

(Question 1)  People  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] There are several intriguing people mentioned in this chapter:  V2 "All the people"  V3 The woman who is caught in adultery and the Scribe and Pharisees who brought her to Him.  These all left after he wrote on the ground, so it seems likely that in V12 it is talking about a different day, or later the same day, because in V13 the Pharisees are talking to Him again.  (They could have been different Pharisees than the ones who had brought the woman, I suppose.)  For me, the most interesting people mentioned are mentioned beginning in verse 22.  (Apparently a new discourse is begun in V21.)  The Jews are now talking to Him.  In V30 many of these Jews come to believe in Him.  Then He begins talking just to them in V31, that is He talks "to those Jews who had believed Him."  But their belief is short lived, failing the first test.  By the end of the chapter they are ready to stone Him.
(2) Cultural, geographical, and historical context (ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER AND EDIT OR REPLACE THIS)  The trap mentioned in verse 6 has to do with the conflict between Roman and Jewish law.  At this time Israel, and so Jerusalem, were part of the Roman Empire.  The Romans would allow the local governments to have laws and armed men to enforce those laws, but the locals were not allowed to execute anyone.  The Romans reserved that punishment for themselves.  So if Jesus said, no, don't kill her, they could accuse Him before the Jews of being with the Romans.  If Jesus said, yes, kill her, they could go to the Roman authorities and accuse Him of trying to get people to break Roman law.  
(3) Biblical context  (ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER AND EDIT OR REPLACE THIS) There are a couple of allusions to the Old Testament.  Deuteronomy 22:22  "If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel"  is the "Law of Moses" mentioned in verse 5.  Also, Exodus 3 is of interest here which I'll go into more in my response to the next question.
(4) Jesus Christ  (ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER AND EDIT OR REPLACE THIS)  It is in this chapter that we find the most stunning revelation of Jesus Christ.  He states that He is God.  Look at the passage John 8:56-59.
 56 (Jesus talking) "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 


(This is information only the all knowing God could know.  It is not recorded in the Old Testament.)
 57 "So the Jews said to Him, 'You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?' "

(The Jews, who believed in Him 20 verses earlier, no longer believed Him when He claimed to have personal knowledge of someone who lived 2,000 years before.)
 58 "Jesus said to them, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.' " 


(Here Jesus says He existed before Abraham was born.  He does so by using the phrase "I am."  This is an emphatic and clear claim to be God Himself.  See Exodus 3:14.)
 59 "Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple."

(The Jews understood Him clearly.  They knew He was claiming to be Jehovah, which in Hebrew means "I am, who I am."  Ex 3:14.  They were so upset by what they saw as blasphemy, that they picked up stones to kill Him, in defiance of Roman law.)
(5) Study Tools  (ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER AND EDIT OR REPLACE THIS)  Mount of Olives is mentioned in the first verse.  (Info from the internet).   הר הזיתים‎, Har HaZeitim in Hebrew, is a mountain ridge in east Jerusalem with three peaks running from north to south.  The highest, at-Tur, rises to  2,683 ft.  It is named for the olive groves that once covered its slopes. The Mount of Olives is associated with Jewish and Christian traditions.  The Mount of Olives is first mentioned in connection with David's flight from Absalom (II Samuel 15:30): "And David went up by the ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up."   The sacred character of the mount is alluded to in the Ezekiel (11:23): "And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city."  Solomon built altars to the gods of his wives on the southern peak (I Kings 11:7-8). During the reign of King Josiah, the mount was called the Mount of Corruption (II Kings 23:13).  The New Testament, tells how Jesus and his friends sang together - "When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives" Gospel of Matthew 26:30. Jesus ascended to heaven from the Mt of Olives as recorded in the book of Acts 1:9-12. It will be the Mt of Olives to which he is to return as stated in the book of Acts 1:11.

(6) Conclusion  (ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER AND EDIT OR REPLACE THIS)  After my first reading of this chapter I had two questions I wanted answered.  (A) What did Jesus write on the ground that made them abandon their accusations against the woman? (B) If they believed Him in verse 30, but were ready to stone him in verse 59, what exactly did they believe in verse 30?

(A) Wrote what? The Bible does not say, but I found four interesting theories.  One suggests that He wrote something like Matthew 7:1  "Judge not, that ye be not judged."  or Romans 2:1 "Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things."  or James 4:12  "Who art thou that judgest another?"
Another theory is that he wrote, Jeremiah 17:13  "O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of Living waters." and then started writing their names as a signification that they had "like this woman" forsaken the law of God? 
Perhaps he wrote Deuteronomy 22:22  "If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel." and underlined the "both of them."  That brought up the question of why they only brought the woman, and not the man.
The theory I like the best is that He was writing the names of the women they each had committed adultery with starting with the eldest man.  However, the Bible does not say.
(B) Believed what?  I could not find any commentary anywhere that cast any light on this question.  It still puzzles me what they believed, that they abandoned so easily.
Our prayer: [ADD A PRAYER THAT INCLUDES HIS REQUESTS.]   

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

John 8:31-32 … "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

John 8:51 "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death." 
God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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