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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  Your quiz preparation was top quality. 

(Question 1)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] I believe Matthew 17:1-9 is a Trinitarian passage, the cloud is the Holy Spirit, the voice is the Father and Jesus is there as well.  Consider Numbers 11:25.  Which person is it talking about if not the Holy Ghost? Look at Exodus 40:34-38.  What is that cloud?  I think it is the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 2:1-4 what is that fire?  Deuteronomy 4:24 says God is a consuming fire.  Is that Father, Son or Holy Ghost?  In 1 Corinthians 3:13, who is doing the revealing and testing?  I guess what I am trying to say is that I do not understand the Holy Spirit being smoke, fire and cloud, but it seems clear to me the Bible describes Him that way.  [IF HE DID NOT AGREE]  However, your opinion is as good as mine.  The Bible is not explicit one way or the other. 

(2)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER]  One I have heard is that water, ice and steam are all different forms of the same thing.  That is a pretty good one.  

Another illustration I have heard is an egg having a shell, egg yolk and egg white, but this egg illustration shows that there would be "parts" to God, which isn't the case.  

Use a blender and place strawberries, bananas, and peaches inside.  Mix well.  The three different types of fruits are mixed to make one smoothie, but at the same time you can still taste the strawberries, bananas, and peaches separately from the distinct tastes.

If you are technical you might understand it as three different "views" of the same database.

Another way I have heard it explained is in terms of our own relationships.   I like the one where I am the child of my parents, the husband of my wife, and father of my children, all in one person. 

Critics make a point of computing the mathematical impossibility of believing there is a Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the Godhead, without holding that there are three gods.  The ask something like, "Doesn't 1 + 1 + 1 = 3?"  It certainly does if you add them, but multiply them instead, and it becomes 1 X 1 X 1 = 1.  Problem solved.

Another student answered #2 this way: "I would in turn ask them, 'How can the Creator of all things not be what He wishes?  If you believe in God, you must also believe He can be whatever He says He is'."  I thought that was a pretty good answer.  The fact is, I do not understand it; I just know the Bible teaches it. 

(3)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] There are some people who do not believe this doctrine.  The idea of the Trinity is in the Bible even if the word is not.  Another student answered # 3 this way, "The word is not found, but it just means 'three', so what?  God, his Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are everywhere found in the scriptures. One, two, three, how hard is that?"  

Unger's Bible Dictionary, in its article on the Trinity, concedes that the Trinitarian concept is humanly incomprehensible: "It is admitted by all who thoughtfully deal with this subject, that the Scripture revelation here leads us into the presence of a deep mystery; and that all human attempts at expression are of necessity imperfect."   The same is true of several things we use every day and take for granted.  For example, no one can completely explain how gravity, electricity, or light waves work, but we understand enough to use them.  Most of us can not even explain how the engine in our car works, but we use them any way, even though we don't understand them.  The point is something does not have to be understandable to be true.  I'm not sure I could worship a God that was simple enough to fit entirely inside my mind.

"If Christianity was something we were making up, of course we could make it easier.  But it is not.  We cannot compete, in simplicity, with people who are inventing religions.  How could we?  We are dealing with fact.  Of course anyone can be simple, if he has no facts to bother about." (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 165). 

[IF HE DOES NOT AGREE] There is no requirement at heaven's gate, or in taking this course, that you agree with me about the Trinity, but I do believe it.

(4)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] Another student answered this question; "They all move within if you allow them, and when you do, great things start working in your life."

This next lesson about the Bible is going to be a little different than what we have been doing so far.  There will be more reading in the lesson and less sorting through a lot of different scriptures.  The enclosed next lesson is about the Bible as a whole.  We will try to answer the question, "Why should we believe what the Bible says?"  We hope you find it challenging and convincing.

(5) Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [EDIT THE PRAYER TO MAKE IT PERSONAL FOR HIM AND HIS PARTICULAR REQUESTS – I THINK IT IS BEST TO PUT THESE CHANGES AT THE FRONT AND BACK SO HE CAN SEE AT A GLANCE IT IS ABOUT HIS CONCERNS] 

Male Version: We bow before the Father who made us, We bow before the Son who saved us, We bow before the Spirit who guides us, In love and adoration.  We praise the Name of the one on high.  We bow before You Sacred Three, the ever One, the Trinity. Lead Xxxx to the right path. And if, on his way, he encounters difficulties and trials, do not allow him to fall or lose hope. Grant him the graces he needs daily that he may also share his blessings with his fellowmen. Lord of all, Keep you mighty hand on Xxxx.  Give him peace and rest from turmoil.  Let him find it in You and Your Word.  Strengthen him in his daily walk.  We thank You that he is a member of the family of God. We thank You for the foundation laid by the apostles and the prophets, the cornerstone being Christ Jesus himself. Give Xxxx resolute firmness to stand in his faith in Christ.  Guard him from deception and false arguments. Grant him a spirit that will in all humility seek the face of God, preach repentance, and testify to the grace of God.   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. AMEN

Female Version: We bow before the Father who made us, We bow before the Son who saved us, We bow before the Spirit who guides us, In love and adoration.  We praise the Name of the one on high.  We bow before You Sacred Three, the ever One, the Trinity. Lead Xxxx to the right path. And if, on her way,s he encounters difficulties and trials, do not allow her to fall or lose hope. Grant her the graces she needs daily that she may also share your blessings with her fellowmen. Lord of all, Keep you mighty hand on Xxxx.  Give her peace and rest from turmoil.  Let her find it in You and Your Word.  Strengthen her in her daily walk.  We thank You that she is a member of the family of God. We thank You for the foundation laid by the apostles and the prophets, the Cornerstone being Christ Jesus himself. Give Xxxx resolute firmness to stand in her faith in Christ.  Guard her from deception and false arguments. Grant her a spirit that will in all humility seek the face of God, preach repentance, and testify to the grace of God.   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. AMEN

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  - 1 John 5:7

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE
------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]

