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Dear Xxxx,

[GIVE THE STUDENT A POSITIVE GREETING]  I really enjoyed reading your responses.
(Question 1) PETER'S NAMES: [CONVINCE THE STUDENT YOU READ HIS ANSWER]
  Simon Barjona or Simon, son of John – is the name his parents gave him.  Simon was his given name which was from the Hebrew name Simeon.  This was one of the sons of Jacob and it was Hebrew for "heard."  Gen 29:33 explains that he was named that because God answered Leah's (Simeon's mother) prayer.  Barjona was his surname, or as close to a surname as they had back then.  The words "Peter" and "rock" in verse 18 are the same word in the Greek.  Peter is the masculine form and rock is the feminine form.  Peter referred to Simon Peter, Peter being his new surname, and rock referred to the founding of the church of Jesus Christ.  "Stumbling block," "hindrance," "trap," or "offense" (depending on what version you are using) is the Greek word "skandalon" which is where we get our word scandal.  It literally meant the key part of any trap, the part that made it work.  The reason the Greek word is translated so many different ways is because there is no English word or term that means the same thing.  ("trip wire" maybe?)  Satan of course is the name of the leader of God's enemies.  
All this tells us that Peter and Jesus were close friends.  Who else would you call by the name his mother gave him, tell him you were putting all your hopes on him, tell him he was a big bother and your worst enemy all in the space of five minutes?  Clearly the last two are hyperbole, that is to say, just a figurative way to say, "I'm angry with you for saying exactly the wrong thing at exactly the wrong time."
[Teacher Note: Scripture included for reference, please delete before sending unless needed:]
Matthew 16:13-23

 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 

 14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." 

 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 

 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

 17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

 18 "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

 19 "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven." 

 20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ. 

 21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 

 22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You." 

 23But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." 

(2) 2nd PETER 2:9: [CONVINCE THE STUDENT YOU READ HIS ANSWER] This is for me a tremendous comfort.  It means that it all depends on God, not me.  Thank God.  If it was up to me, it would be a total mess.
[Teacher Note: Scripture included for reference, please delete before sending unless needed:]
2 Peter 2:9 "Then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment."

(3) FALSE TEACHERS: [CONVINCE THE STUDENT YOU READ HIS ANSWER] He says a great deal about false teachers.  They will come from among us.  They will secretly introduce destructive heresies.  Though they are destined for destruction, many will follow them and be exploited.   They will be sensual, greedy, ungodly,  unprincipled,  unrighteous, despise authority, corrupt, self-willed, bold, without sensible fear, like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, ignorant, party all day long, enjoy lying while smiling at you, try to seduce married people, forsake the right way, enjoy ill gotten gain, and be the slaves of corruption.  They will entice unstable souls having gone astray themselves, speaking arrogant words of vanity.  All that being said, I think the most important thing to notice is that they will come from among us.  We need to be on our guard.
[Teacher Note: Scripture included for reference, please delete before sending unless needed:]
2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.    2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;    3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.    4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;    5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;    6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;    7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men    8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),    9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,    10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,    11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.    12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,    13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,    14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;    15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;    16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.    17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.    18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,    19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.    20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.    21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.    22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire." 
(4) FAVORITE VERSE: Amen. 
My favorite is 2nd Peter 3:18  "Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen." 
(5) PRACTICAL AND/OR SPIRITUAL APPLICATION OF 2nd PETER: [CONVINCE THE STUDENT YOU READ HIS ANSWER] I think the most practical thing I learned from 2nd Peter is that the best protection from false doctrine is studying the Bible for yourself.
(6) TOPIC AND/OR CONTENTS OF 2nd PETER: [CONVINCE THE STUDENT YOU READ HIS ANSWER] I think 2nd Peter is about living a holy life, being on guard against false teachers, and being ready for the return of Jesus Christ.
In the next lesson we study 2nd John.  We have already studied 1st John as part of the Introductory Course.
(7) YOUR QUESTIONS: We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [ADD A PRAYER OR EDIT THE FOLLOWING.  MAKE IT PERSONAL FOR HIM AND HIS PARTICULAR REQUESTS.]
Male Version:   Lord Jesus Christ,  Xxxx has a faith of the same kind as mine, not by our righteousness, but by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  May grace and peace be multiplied to Xxxx in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to Xxxx His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them Xxxx may become a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.   Now for this very reason please help Xxxx, to apply all diligence, in to his faith add moral excellence.  Add to his moral excellence, knowledge.  To the knowledge of Xxxx, add self-control, and in to his self-control add perseverance.  To his perseverance add godliness.    To his godliness add brotherly kindness, and in his brotherly kindness please add love.  We pray that You continue to increase all these qualities in Xxxx, that they might render him useful and fruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Father, make Xxxx all the more diligent to make certain about Your calling and choosing of him; for as long as You help him to practice these things, he will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to Xxxx.   In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
Female Version:   Lord Jesus Christ,  Xxxx has a faith of the same kind as mine, not by our righteousness, but by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  May grace and peace be multiplied to Xxxx in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to Xxxx His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them Xxxx may become a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.   Now for this very reason please help Xxxx, to apply all diligence, in to her faith add moral excellence.  Add to her moral excellence, knowledge.  To the knowledge of Xxxx, add self-control, and in to her self-control add perseverance.  To her perseverance add godliness.    To her godliness add brotherly kindness, and in her sisterly kindness please add love.  We pray that You continue to increase all these qualities in Xxxx, that they might render her useful and fruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Father, make Xxxx all the more diligent to make certain about Your calling and choosing of her; for as long as You help her to practice these things, she will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to Xxxx.   In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
2nd Peter 1:20-21  "But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God."
[OR ADD SOME OTHER INSPIRING AND QUOTABLE VERSE OR TWO FROM 2nd PETER]

God bless you, 
[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

[TeacherName]

****

[IF YOUR LETTER IS SHORT PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS APPROXIMATELY 1½ to TWO PAGES]







1
4

