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Congratulations on completing the Minor Prophets course.  You should find enclosed your certificate of completion.  Well done! We have also enclosed a list of available books.  These are the books that were available when we mailed this list.  The book we send is free.  We send it on a first come, first served basis.  We suggest that you put numbers beside your top five choices.  #1 beside your first choice, #2 beside your second choice, etc.  That way if your first few choices are already gone, by the time we get this back, we can still send you a book you want.  You will also find the first lesson of the next course in this series – 108 General Epistles Course.

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE ABOUT HIS EFFORT ON THE QUIZ OR EDIT THIS TO MAKE SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  Thank you so much for the excellent job you did on this course and this lesson.  You are a blessing to us. 

 (1) MALACHI 2: [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] The covenant was to bring life and peace.  It had certain things they needed to do- not lie or cheat, live good righteous lives, and turn from their lives of sin.  The priests had left God's paths.  Their guidance was causing some to stumble into sin, therefore, the Lord made them despised and humiliated in the eyes of all people.  In chapter 1 God tells of His love for Israel.  I know this is why he had to do this thing.  The people He loved were being deceived.  The application to this is to always check what a preacher says by the Word of God.

(2) MALACHI 4: [LET HIM KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] This chapter describes the judgment of God.  It says the wicked will be punished, but the righteous will be rewarded.  It is talking about the day of the Lord.  There are three points.   (A) The effect on the wicked- In Romans 6: 23 it says the wages of sin are death.  (B) Blessings for the righteous- In the above verse it says if we accept Jesus in our heart we have eternal life.  (C) We are accounted righteous by salvation-  ( read Romans 4) The prophet prepares the way.  In this time it was Elijah.  Today we have Jesus.  If we read His words we will know the way.  (John 14: 6)  Before that judgment day, Elijah will come to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children.  Most people understand this prophesy to be about John the Baptist.  Matthew 11:14  "And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come."   Jesus is the one who comes with healing in his wings.

 (3) GOD’S PEOPLE THEN AND NOW: [LET HIM KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] They want it their way, not God's way.  We must pray for the church today.  The main thing to consider in a church is - are they presenting the true message?  Are they telling salvation is not by works?  Are they presenting Jesus as the only way to Heaven?  Another thing is we sometimes don't trust God will take care of us and thus we give Him our leftovers.  I know for many years our money was "tight" and we never budgeted a 10% contribution to God's work.  It isn't that the church needed our money or that God would "repay" us financially.  But putting God first financially shows how we prioritize everything in our life.  If we put God first, in money, and everything else, we will have many blessings and He will take care of us.  Another thing like those days is - often, preachers and Bible teachers, may not teach God's laws and instruct against sin.  They may "play church" and say everyone is welcomed but not challenge us to live righteous lives.

(4) KEY VERSE:  Amen!  I like Malachi 4:2  "But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall."

(5) LIFE APPLICATION: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]   The thing that stood out most to me was the strong connection between this book and so many New Testament passages.  We do need to understand that God's Word is included in both the Old and New Testament, and listen to the whole counsel of God.  I think Malachi is a message of three parts:

(A) A message of love - The prophet reminded the people of God of His great love for them.  In John 3: 16 Jesus reminds us of His love for us.  He loved you so much He sent His son to die for you.  Remember God's love No matter what you have done God loves you so much.  You are very special to Him.

(B) A message of admonition - Malachi rebukes the priest for not showing God the reverence and honour which He was due.  They became objects of God's wrath.  The prophet then turns to the people and rebukes them for their unfaithfulness in worship and the marriage vows.  .  In Eph 2: 1- 4 it says the same thing about us when we were away from God.  Put God to the test He offers.  He longs to pur our spirtual blessings on His people.  He challenges us to fulfil our obligations to Him and put Him to the test.  This is a challenge to the people of all generations.  God is able to do what He says He will do.  Return to Him today we need to get back to Jesus making Him the center of everything we do.

(C) A message of judgement and hope - It is a call to repent.  Today the same call is going out.  We must remember repentance is a total U-turn-forsaking the sin. 

(6) TOPIC OF MALACHI: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  I believe there are four themes in Malachi:

(A) Divine love God reminds His people of a special love for them ; and that was why He dealt with them as He did.   Sometimes we cannot at the time see why something happened to us the way it did; but later we found out it was to help us know God better- to know of His love and His faithfulness. 

(B) Divine displeasure.   God was displeased with them because:

They lacked reverence for Him and His house

The lacked sound teaching

They were unfaithful

They were indifferent to human need

They withheld God's rightful dues

We need to look at our Christian walk and see if any of this applies to us.

(C) Divine promises.  The message of judgement is relieved with promises that God would intervene and bless.  Today we see the intervention of God is sending Jesus to pay for our sins.  If Jesus had not come our sins would have resulted in eternal jugement for us.

(D) Divine remembrance God knows all about those who are His and He will vindicate them.  Jesus knows all about you and He still loves you and thinks you are so special.

The next course is about the general epistles of the New Testament.  That means all the letters except the ones written by Paul.

(7) YOUR QUESTION: [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THESE TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS]

Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OUR PRAYER: [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY]  

Male Version:  Heavenly Father we thank you for sending your son Jesus to die to pay for our sins.  Thank you that you love Xxxx.  Help Xxxx to know your love in a new way this week.  Help Xxxx to know that Romans 8: 1 says there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.  Help Xxxx to find hope in the fact that you are always with him; and will help him in any situation.  Help Xxxx to know you have given him promises and help him to claim these promises in his life.  Bless those around Xxxx.  Help with any troubles too sensitive to describe. You know our situations and how best to take care of them.  Thank you for all you are going to do in all these lives.  AMEN.

Female Version:  Heavenly Father we thank you for sending your son Jesus to die to pay for our sins.  Thank you that you love Xxxx.  Help Xxxx to know your love in a new way this week.  Help Xxxx to know that Romans 8:1 says there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.  Help Xxxx to find hope in the fact that you are always with her; and will help her in any situation.  Help Xxxx to know you have given her promises and help her to claim these promises in her life.  Bless those around Xxxx.  Help with any troubles too sensitive to describe. You know our situations and how best to take care of them.  Thank you for all you are going to do in all these lives.  AMEN.

Malachi 3:5 "'Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and against the adulterers and against those who swear falsely, and against those who oppress the wage earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,' says the LORD of hosts."
 [ADD ONE OR MORE QUOTES FROM THIS BIBLE BOOK]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE
------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]










