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Dear Xxxx,

[WELCOME THE STUDENT TO THE NEW COURSE AND SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE ABOUT HIS EFFORT ON THE QUIZ] 

(1) THEN & NOW: [SAY SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] It is pathetic how that people want to worship anything except the Living and True God (I Thes. 1:9). Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry (I Sam. 15:23). People today are given over to covetousness, which is idolatry (Col. 3:5). Many seem to attend “Church” services to only get a new bottle of milk, and have their diapers changed. And so much of what is called “worship” is little more than:


[a]. Sensual Emotionalism.


[b]. Sensational Entertainment; with virtually no


[c]. Spiritual Enlightenment.

[SCRIPTURE TEACHER YOUR REFERENCE – PLEASE DELETE UNLESS NEEDED]

Hosea 4:1-3

    1 Listen to the word of the LORD, O sons of Israel,

         For the LORD has a case against the inhabitants of the land,

         Because there is no faithfulness or kindness

         Or knowledge of God in the land. 

    2 There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery 

         They employ violence, so that bloodshed follows bloodshed. 

    3 Therefore the land mourns,

         And everyone who lives in it languishes

         Along with the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky,

         And also the fish of the sea disappear. 

(2) ANIMAL SACRIFICE: [LET HIM KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] Jehovah said to Israel, I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey My voice (Jer. 7:22,23).

[SCRIPTURE TEACHER YOUR REFERENCE – PLEASE DELETE UNLESS NEEDED]

Hosea 6:6 For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

Hosea 8:13 As for My sacrificial gifts,

         They sacrifice the flesh and eat it,

         But the LORD has taken no delight in them 

         Now He will remember their iniquity,

         And punish them for their sins;

         They will return to Egypt. 

Hosea 9:4 They will not pour out drink offerings of wine to the LORD,

         Their sacrifices will not please Him 

         Their bread will be like mourners' bread;

         All who eat of it will be defiled,

         For their bread will be for themselves alone;

         It will not enter the house of the LORD. 

Psalm 51:17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Matthew 9:13  "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship, and do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(3) HOSEA WITH HOSEA: [LET HIM KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] Yes, God held Israel accountable for their sins—: I will punish you yet seven times for your sins (Lev. 26:24); But with all of their rebellion, and their dispersion (scattering) among the nations, God hath not cast away His people which He foreknew (Rom. 11:2). Israel shall be saved (Rom. 11:26). We, also, shall give account of ourselves to God (Rom. 14:12; II Cor. 5:10).

[SCRIPTURE TEACHER YOUR REFERENCE – PLEASE DELETE UNLESS NEEDED]

Hosea 1:4-5 And the LORD said to him, "Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. "On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel." 

Hosea 13:3 Therefore they will be like the morning cloud

         And like dew which soon disappears,

         Like chaff which is blown away from the threshing floor

         And like smoke from a chimney. 

Hosea 4:19 The wind wraps them in its wings, and they will be ashamed because of their sacrifices. 

Hosea 8:7 For they sow the wind

         And they reap the whirlwind 

         The standing grain has no heads;

         It yields no grain.

         Should it yield, strangers would swallow it up. 

Hosea 12:1 Ephraim feeds on wind,

         And pursues the east wind continually;

         He multiplies lies and violence.

         Moreover, he makes a covenant with Assyria,

         And oil is carried to Egypt. 

Hosea 13:15 Though he flourishes among the reeds,

         An east wind will come,

         The wind of the LORD coming up from the wilderness;

         And his fountain will become dry

         And his spring will be dried up;

         It will plunder his treasury of every precious article. 

(4) KEY VERSE:  [RESPOND IN A POSITIVE WAY]

(5) LIFE APPLICATION: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

(6) TOPIC OF BOOK: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] 

The next lesson we study Joel.  An invasion of locusts destroys everything—the fields of grain, the vineyards, the gardens and the trees. Joel symbolically describes the locusts as a marching human army and views all of this as divine judgment coming against the nation for her sins. 

(7) YOUR QUESTION: [ANSWER THE QUESTION OR ADD SOMETHING LIKE THESE TO ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO ASK QUESTIONS]

Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OUR PRAYER: [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  IF THE STUDENT IS A WOMAN DO NOT FORGET TO CHANGE THE PRONOUNS] 

[ADD ONE OR MORE QUOTES FROM THIS BIBLE BOOK]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE
------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]










