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Dear Xxxx,

[GIVE THE STUDENT A POSITIVE GREETING]

(Question 1) ISAIAH 5:20  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  I think Isaiah is talking about people who have lost their moral compass, and can no longer even tell the difference between good and evil.  I think D. A. Carson said it well when he said, "God calls it murder; we call it abortion. God calls it drunkenness; we call it alcoholism or an addiction disease. God calls it perversion; we call it pornography or adult entertainment.  God calls it a child, we call it a choice.  God calls it sin and sodomy, but we say homosexuality is an alternate lifestyle.  God calls it immorality, we call it New Morality.  God calls it cheating but we call it abnormal social development.  People do not drift toward holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord.  We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been liberated."

(2) ISAIAH 12:1-6 [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] Pastor Thor preached a sermon on Isaiah 12 in July, 2008.  (You might be interested in the attached sermon notes for Isaiah 12.  It only has six verses.)

(3) ISAIAH 40:31 & ISAIAH 49:23 [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] Isaiah 40:31 and Isaiah 49:23 say that we will not be disappointed.  Those of us who hope for the coming of the Lord will not be disappointed.  God is trustworthy.

(4) FAVORITE VERSE Amen.  I like Isaiah 40:31 "Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary."  I have it posted on my office wall with a picture of an eagle soaring in the sky.

(5) TOPIC AND/OR CONTENTS OF ISAIAH  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] Isaiah prophesied during the times of the kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah and probably through some of the reign of Manasseh.  Isaiah's prophecies show that he realized all nations were subject to the God of Israel, and ultimately his message was one of hope for all nations.  Isaiah portrays the clearest Old Testament vision of God’s plan of salvation for all the nations of the earth.  Contained in Isaiah are some of the clearest and most striking prophecies of the Messiah, which are fulfilled in Jesus.

(6) PRACTICAL AND/OR SPIRITUAL APPLICATION OF ISAIAH  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] In the next lesson we will study the prophet Jeremiah who prophesied right before and during the beginning of the Babylonian captivity.  He is sometimes called the weeping prophet.  He lived in sad times.

(7) We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [ADD A PRAYER.  MAKE IT PERSONAL FOR HIM AND HIS PARTICULAR REQUESTS.  IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE WITH THIS LOOK AT THE INTRODUCTION OF COURCE BC3 PRAYERS & PROMISES.  IF YOU STILL HAVE TROUBLE TAKE THE COURSE BC3 PRAYERS & PROMISES AS A STUDENT.]

Isaiah 55:1 "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat.  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost."

Isaiah 60:1 "Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you."

[OR ADD SOME OTHER INSPIRING AND QUOTABLE VERSE OR TWO FROM ISAIAH]

God bless you, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE
Joyfully Drink from the Spring of Living Waters
Sermon Notes for Isaiah 12 by Thor Carden July, 2008
Isaiah 12:1 Then you [singular you, just one, thou] will say on that day, [the day of the coming of the Messiah – see Chapter 11] "I will give thanks [thanksgiving, praise, confession] to You, O LORD; [self-Existent or Eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national name of God -- Jehovah, the Lord.] For although You were angry [literally breathed hard with a flaring nostril] with me, Your anger is turned away, [literally turned back] And You comfort [comfort, ease, also can be translated repent] me.
Isaiah 12:2 "Behold, God [mighty; especially The Almighty] is my salvation [Yeshua - something saved, i.e. (abstractly) deliverance; hence, aid, victory, prosperity -- deliverance, health, help, salvation, save, saving, welfare – same word as Joshua, or in Aramaic Jesus], I will trust [literally to hide for refuge; figuratively, to trust, be confident or sure, be bold, be secure, sure, carefree, put confidence, make hope, put trust in.] and not be afraid [be startled, fear, be afraid]; For the LORD GOD [What is translated Lord God here in the Hebrew is Jehovah twice, once in its abbreviated form and once in the usual form. This is rarely done and little understood. One good theory is that it is meant to emphasize His self-sufficiency.] is my strength [strength in various applications, force, security, majesty, praise, boldness, loud, might, power, strength, strong.] and song [instrumental music; by implication, praise, song], And He has become my salvation." [Yeshua again]
Isaiah 12:3 Therefore you [plural you, many, y'all, for rest of chapter] will joyously [cheerfulness, welcoming, gladness, joy, mirth, rejoicing] draw [scoop up water or some other liquid] water [plural – waters] From the springs [spring, fountain or well] of salvation. [Yeshua again]
Isaiah 12:4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, [all the same as in first verse except you is plural form this time] call [to call out to (i.e. properly, address by name, but used in a wide variety of applications)] on His name [shem - an appellation, as a mark or memorial of individuality; by implication honor, authority, character, famous, infamous, name, renown, report.] Make known [yada - to know (properly, to ascertain by seeing); used in a great variety of senses, figuratively, literally, euphemistically and inferentially] His deeds [exploits, performance, actions, deeds, doings, inventions, occasions (as in events in a life) or works] among the peoples[a people (as a congregated unit); a tribe, troops, attendants; flock, folk, men, nation, people.]; Make them remember [to mark (so as to be recognized like to blaze a trail), i.e. to remember; by implication, to mention] that His name [shem again] is exalted. [to make lofty, especially inaccessible; by implication, safe, strong; used literally and figuratively]"
Isaiah 12:5 Praise ["Praise … in song" is a single word in Hebrew, give praise, sing forth praises, psalms] the LORD [Jehovah again] in song, for He has done excellent [excellent things, lifting up, majesty, pride, proudly, raging] things; Let this be known [yada again] throughout the earth [the earth (at large, or a particular a land) -- common, country, earth, field, ground, land, nations, way, wilderness, world.].
Isaiah 12:6 Cry aloud [to gleam, i.e. (figuratively) be cheerful; to sound clear (of various animal or human expressions)] and shout for joy [to creak (or emit a stridulous sound), i.e. to shout (usually for joy)] O inhabitant [to sit down (literally to sit as judge or to wait in ambush, in quiet); by implication, to dwell, to remain; causatively, to settle, to marry] of Zion [Tsijon (as a permanent capital), a mountain of Jerusalem -- Zion. Where all of God's people gather regardless of nation or heritage, Jew and Gentile alike.] for great [great (in any sense); hence, older; bigger, or better] in the midst [the nearest part, i.e. the center, whether literal or figurative] is the Holy One [sacred (ceremonially or morally); (as noun) God (by eminence), an angel, a saint, a sanctuary -- holy (One), saint.] of Israel [he will rule as God; Jisrael, a symbolical name of Jacob; also (typically) of his posterity: --Israel.]
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