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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] Your effort on the quiz was great. 

(Question 1) Psalm Analysis:  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  I have enclosed some parallelism analysis for your information.  I believe you will find it interesting.

(2)  Lesson Learned:  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] In this next lesson we will look at Proverbs.  This book was begun by King Solomon and added to by others later.  Men have been learning from this book for over 60 generations.  I hope you find it enlightening as well.

(3) Your Question:  Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

[Edit prayer and make it personal for his requests.]

Our prayer:  MALE VERSION  Father, I thank You that Xxxx is faithful, and that You preserve him.   Instruct him and teach him in the way he should go; Xxxx waits on You, and You strengthen him in his heart.   I thank You that the angel of the Lord encamps round about Xxxx and delivers him from all evil, from the snare of the fowler, from every pestilence, and that no plague will come near his dwelling.  We ask that You give Xxxx the desires of his heart.   The Psalmist says he who seeks the Lord shall not lack any good thing.  We praise You that earth is the Lord's, and all it's fullness, every beast of the forest is Yours, and the cattle on a thousand hills.   Help Xxxx commit his way to You, and trust also in You, and We have Your promise that You shall bring it to pass.  Revive Xxxx in Your ways, and instruct him in the way he should go, meditating in Your Word day and night.   Establish Xxxx's heart, so he will never be shaken.  Let him be a volunteer serving You in the time of Your power, praising the Lord with his whole heart in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, walking humbly with You Lord, being determined to act justly,  in loving mercy and righteousness, being gracious and full of compassion.   Xxxx shall call upon You, and You will answer him; You will be with him in trouble; You will deliver him and honor him.   Let our prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting of our hands as the evening sacrifice. AMEN

Our prayer:  FEMALE VERSION  Father, I thank You that Xxxx is faithful, and that You preserve her.   Instruct her and teach her in the way she should go; Xxxx waits on You, and You strengthen her in her heart.   I thank You that the angel of the Lord encamps round about Xxxx and delivers her from all evil, from the snare of the fowler, from every pestilence, and that no plague will come near her dwelling.  We ask that You give Xxxx the desires of her heart.   The Psalmist says he who seeks the Lord shall not lack any good thing.  We praise You that earth is the Lord's, and all it's fullness, every beast of the forest is Yours, and the cattle on a thousand hills.   Help Xxxx commit her way to You, and trust also in You, and We have Your promise that You shall bring it to pass.  Revive Xxxx in Your ways, and instruct her in the way she should go, meditating in Your Word day and night.   Establish Xxxx's heart, so she will never be shaken.  Let her be a volunteer serving You in the time of Your power, praising the Lord with her whole heart in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, walking humbly with You Lord, being determined to act justly, in loving mercy and righteousness, being gracious and full of compassion.   Xxxx shall call upon You, and You will answer him; You will be with her in trouble; You will deliver her and honor her.   Let our prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting of our hands as the evening sacrifice. AMEN

Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE
------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]

Psalm 1 has some intricate patterns.  In addition to the normal parallelism it has some triple parallelism and some contrasting parallels - i.e. opposite in meaning instead of the same in meaning.  

	(1) How blessed is the man 
	Triple parallelisms

	         who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
	Does not go the way of evil people

	         Nor stand in the path of sinners,
	Does not go the way of evil people

	         Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
	Does not go the way of evil people


	(2) But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
	He loves God's law

	         And in His law he meditates day and night. 
	He loves God's law


	(3) He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water,
	Triple parallelisms

	         Which yields its fruit in its season
	He thrives

	         And its leaf does not wither;
	He thrives

	         And in whatever he does, he prospers. 
	He thrives


	Contrasting parallel to verse 3 and triple parallel with self

	(4) The wicked are not so, 

	        But they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
	The evil ones do not go to heaven

	(5) Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
	The evil ones do not go to heaven

	        Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
	The evil ones do not go to heaven


	Contrasting parallel with self

	(6) For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
	The good ones are preserved

	         But the way of the wicked will perish.
	The evil ones die


Notice how the first part of verse 6 parallels verse 3 and the second part of verse 6 parallels verses 4 & 5.

Most of Job is Hebrew poetry.  Here is an example.

Job 4:1-6 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered, 

	(2) If one ventures a word with you, will you become impatient?
	I need to speak to you

	         But who can refrain from speaking? 
	I need to speak to you

	(3) Behold you have admonished many,
	You words have helped others

	         And you have strengthened weak hands. 
	You have helped others

	(4) Your words have helped the tottering to stand,
	You words have helped others to stand

	         And you have strengthened feeble knees. 
	You have helped others to stand

	(5) But now it has come to you, and you are impatient;
	You can dish it out, but you can not take it

	         It touches you, and you are dismayed. 
	You can dish it out, but you can not take it

	(6) Is not your fear of God your confidence,
	Don't you believe in your righteousness?

	        And the integrity of your ways your hope?
	Don't you believe in your righteousness?


Notice how the structure of 3 and of 4 parallel each other.

Most of Proverbs is Hebrew poetry.  Here is an example.

Proverbs 3:1-8 (1) My son, 
	do not forget my teaching,
	Remember what I am telling you (mentally)

	   But let your heart keep my commandments; 
	Remember what I am telling you (emotionally)

	(2) For length of days and years of life
	It will help you have a longer life (notice the parallel within the parallel - days and years

	   And peace they will add to you. 
	It will help you have a longer life (lack of warfare gives you better chance of survival)

	(3) Do not let kindness and truth leave you;
	Parallel to verse 1

	   Bind them around your neck,
	Connect them to you closely (external)

	   Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
	Connect them to you closely (internal - contrast to external)

	(4) So you will find
	 favor and 
	In the sight of God and man.
	You will look good to God and man

	
	good repute
	
	You will look good to God and man

	(5) Trust in the LORD with all your heart
	Trust God completely

	   And do not lean on your own understanding. 
	Trust God completely (by contrast)

	(6) In all your ways acknowledge Him,
	Do things God's way
	Notice how the first part of 6 parallels verse 7 and the second part parallels verse 8.  Compare 6-8 with 1 and 2.

	   And He will make your paths straight. 
	It will be good for you
	

	(7) Do not be wise in your own eyes;
	Do things God's way
	

	   Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 
	Do things God's way
	

	(8) It will be healing to your body
	It will be good for you
	

	   And refreshment to your bones. 
	It will be good for you
	


The parallel between 1&2 with 6-8 might define a stanza of the poem, opening and closing with the same idea.  The proverbs between the two also seem to support the same general idea.

Some of Ecclesiastes and most of Song of Solomon is Hebrew poetry as well.  Other Bible books have sections of Hebrew poetry.  You will even find it in the new Testament.  

Look at 1st John 2:12-13.  Even though John wrote in Greek, he apparently was still thinking in terms of Hebrew poetry.  

	(12) I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name's sake. 
	(13a) I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning 
	(13b) I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one

	(13c) I have written to you, children, because you know the Father.
	(14a) I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning
	(14b) I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.


Try this kind of analysis on 1st John 1:5-10.
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