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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] Your effort on the quiz was first-rate. 

(Question 1)   [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]   For me it would be Job 12:12 "Wisdom is with aged men, with long life is understanding."  Because now that I have begun to get older, I finally understand this to be true.  It serves as a reminder that I should believe what God says about other things as well.

(2)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The book of Job explores the question of why good people suffer.  The story opens in Heaven; with an accusation by Satan that Job is only righteous because God protects him.  God allows Satan to attack everything around Job.  In quick succession a series of disasters causes Job to lose his home, his flocks, his herds, and his children and to get sick.  Job keeps his righteousness.  Job's three friends come to "comfort" him in his suffering. Yet when Job complains about what is happening, all of them tell him, that his suffering must be the result of his having done wrong or because he rebelled against God in some way.  Yet Job stands his ground, wishing for an audience with the Almighty, but when he gets it he realizes, God is right and he is wrong.  After this Job prays for his three friends, and God restores his fortunes to twice what they were before.  The message of the book is that God is in control of everything, God is good, and we should trust Him regardless of our circumstances.

(3)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] We can not add anything to God.  We can do Him no favors.  If we were good our entire life we would have only done our duty, not something for God benefit.

(4)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The next book we will study in this course is Psalms.  It is a book of Hebrew poetry and hymns collected over a period of hundreds of years.  King David apparently started the collection with the first 40 or so Psalms and others added to them over the years.  We hope you find this next lesson helpful, informative and inspiring.

(5)  Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [EDIT THE PRAYER TO MAKE IT PERSONAL FOR HIM AND HIS PARTICULAR REQUESTS] We look to You, O Lord God, and wonder how small we are, and how we can know anything useful. Now we understand that our abilities come from Thy hands. As we study, may our display of knowledge and wisdom have no purpose beyond You.  There have been difficult days when we have been discouraged, angry, disappointed, confused.  When we have seen our way clear of these things, it has been Your Spirit that has resurrected our hope and determination.  We are grateful for those around us who have shared Your Spirit with us, who have encouraged us, perhaps have corrected us, but in the end, allowed us to return to You with deeper understanding.  What do we bring, O Lord, as we take these Bible courses?  May it be honest effort, uncontaminated by our personal envy or pride.  May we open our life to You as we write our answers to the questions.  Permit Xxxx's time to have been used well, and in a sense of purpose and love.  O wise God, we pray that Xxxx's mind might be rested, his body energized, and his spirit inspired for the lessons he studies.  Grant Xxxx peace and assurance so that he might do the best he am able, regardless of what that might be.  Be with fellow inmates that Xxxx might be a good example to them of faithfulness, offering reassurance and confidence regardless of how he feels.  AMEN

Job 42: 1- 2 "Job answered the Lord: I know that you can do all things and that no purpose is beyond you." 

Job 42: 5-6 "I knew of you then only by report, but now I see you with my own eyes. Therefore I yield, repenting in dust and ashes." 

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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