	[image: image1.jpg]



	PutTeacherNameHere

	
	Love Bible Study

PO Box 299

Madison, TN 37116
	(615) 594-2269 
www.faithbaptistchurchtoday.org 

pastor@tntcarden.com 

	
	A MINISTRY OF FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH


104-09 Xxxx StudentLastNameHere

Date

Dear Xxxx,

Congratulations on completing the History of God's People course.  You should find enclosed your certificate of completion.  Well done! We have also enclosed a list of available books.  These are the books that were available when we mailed this list.  The book we send is free.  We send it on a first come, first served basis.  We suggest that you put numbers beside your top five choices.  #1 beside your first choice, #2 beside your second choice, etc.  That way if your first few choices are already gone, by the time we get this back, we can still send you a book you want.  You will also find the first lesson of the next course in this series – 105 Bible Poetry Course.

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] You did exceptional on the quiz. 

(Questions 1) [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  Teacher Note: Then edit and include the paragraph from below associated with his choice.

(Question 2)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER]   Teacher Note: Then edit and include the paragraph from below associated with his choice.

Teacher Note: You will need to delete the unused paragraphs below.

(A) In Acts 2:14-41 Peter preached a sermon about Jesus Christ fulfilling the prophesies and the promises of the Old Testament, by dying in our place on the cross, and being raised from the dead because of our forgiveness.  In his sermon Peter quoted Joel 2:28-32, Ps 16:8-11, Ps 132:11; 2 Sam 7:12, and Ps 110:1.  (He may have also been referring to Ezekiel in verse 36.)  It was a simple gospel message based on God's word that ended with about 3,000 people being saved.  How does that apply today?  A simple gospel message based on the Scriptures is an effective sermon.  The whole Bible is about Jesus Christ, including the Old Testament, and He is all we need.

(B) In Acts 7:1-60 Stephen tried to make the Jews who were about to kill him realize that Christianity was based on the Holy Scriptures, which his listeners supposedly already believed.  He basically summarized the history God's people starting with Abraham and tried to make it clear how the coming of Jesus Christ was the logical and necessary conclusion to the Old Testament.  How does that apply today?  The whole Bible is about Jesus Christ, including the Old Testament, and He is all we need.

(C) In Acts 15:1-35 we find that some of the Apostles believed that Christians were to keep all the traditions and customs of the Old Testament.  Paul and Barnabas argue and debate with them that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of all that.  The Old Testament was designed to make us realize our need for Him.  Paul and Barnabas prevail.  You can get a more detailed view of Paul's arguments in all of his epistles, but they are probably most clearly stated in Romans and Galatians.  How does that apply today?  Christianity is for all people, not just the Jews.  Christianity is not about symbols, traditions, and rituals.  It is instead about a close personal relationship with God.  The entire Bible, including the Old Testament, has this same message, and it is all we need.

(D) In Acts 24:10-21 it seems to me the main thrust of Paul's defense is that he simply did not do the things of which he is accused.  He was minding his own business and broke no laws, Roman or Jewish.  In verses 14 and 15 he makes some points of particular interest to Christians today.  He calls Christianity "the Way."  He tells us that we are serving the same God as the Jews, the God of history.  He says Christianity is entirely in agreement with the Law and the Prophets, which we call, the Old Testament.

(E) In Acts 26:1-29 Paul appeals to King Agrippa's knowledge of the Old Testament scriptures and Jewish traditions.  (Interestingly it is the Roman governor Festus who finds his arguments the most persuasive.)  Paul calls Christianity "the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers."  He means the ancestors of the Jews, going all the way back to at least Abraham and perhaps Adam.  It could be taken either way.  Paul talks about how strongly he opposed the ideas of Christianity before he had a life changing encounter with Our Savior.  (Have you had a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ?)  Paul proclaims the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and that real Christianity welcomes all races into the family of God.  How does that apply today?  The whole Bible, including the Old Testament, is about Jesus Christ, and He is all we need.  Christ is for everyone regardless of heritage or background.

(F) In Acts 28:23-28 Paul tells a gathering of people who came to his place of imprisonment about the Kingdom of God.  Paul bases his explanation on the Law of Moses and the Prophets, or what we call the Old Testament.  How does that apply today?  Christianity is for all people, not just the Jews.  Christianity is not about symbols, traditions, and rituals.  It is instead about a close personal relationship with God.  The whole Bible, including the Old Testament, has this same message, and it is all we need.

(3)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] I believe Acts 17:11 teaches three important points.  First, we should be eager for God's truth.  Second, we should only believe those things which the Bible confirms.  Third, we should examine the Scriptures daily as we learn more about our God.  It should be of some interest to note that the Scriptures they were studying to confirm the gospel message is what we call the Old Testament.

(4) [QUESTION DOES NOT REQUIRE A RESPONSE – JUST SKIP IT]

(5) Teacher Note: If they do not put a reference, I find it and say, "Peter 1:18 (or whatever).  Amen," to try to get them in the habit of using references.  If they blow the whole thing I just put the reference and the verse as it really appears and say, "Amen."  They may or may not notice they got it wrong.

For me it is Acts 17:11, "Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so."  It seems to sum up Acts – eagerness for God's truth, the foundation of our faith on the Scriptures, and daily diligence in examining God's Word.

(6)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The Acts of the Apostles follows the activities of the apostles from when Jesus went up in heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father, until Paul is sent to Rome as a prisoner.  It covers the three decades following the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It was written by Luke, a disciple of Paul, the same man who wrote the Gospel of Luke.  After the first chapter the only apostles mentioned are Peter, James, John and Paul.  Most of the book is about the activities of Peter and Paul.

(7)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] This is the last lesson in course 104 The History of God's People.  We hope it has been helpful for you.  We have enjoyed studying with you.

(8)  Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.  IF THE STUDENT IS A WOMAN DO NOT FORGET TO CHANGE THE PRONOUNS] Great God and Savior, Your Word refers to our Lord Jesus Christ as the Chief Cornerstone. He is the foundation upon which Your Kingdom rests. Everything that is good and true is anchored to Him. By walking with Him, we are not moved or led astray. We can lean upon Him, rest upon Him and cast all our cares upon Him, for He is strong enough to bear their weight. He is without fault or flaw, but a dependable foundation upon which to build our lives. As the hymnist wrote, "all other ground is sinking sand." Father, in a day when many challenge the idea of absolute truth, help Xxxx to remember his Rock, his Cornerstone. When doubts arise, when he is in a panic, help him remember Jesus Christ. When false teachers show up, when he reads of those who claim to know You fall away or deny the truth of Your Word, help him remember that his salvation is built upon the Cornerstone. We cannot determine for others to be so built, but we choose to build our lives on You. Father, I have some personal health concerns including: __________. I also pray for the physical, mental, or spiritual health of others including: __________. Now, my God, help me to reflect Your grace today, I ask in Jesus’ Name, Amen

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Acts 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 27:22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer:

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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