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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] You did fine on the quiz. 

(Question 1) [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  They told him to look in his own history books and he would find the evidence that Jerusalem was a wicked and rebellious city, and that if it was rebuilt, the Jews would not pay any taxes to the king.

(2)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] In Ezra 7:10, Ezra sought to understand God's will with all his heart.  In Ezra 8:21-23 he led the people in fasting and praying while seeking God's help.  In Ezra 8:31 God answered their prayer.  It is called praying in God's will, or as I like to call it, effective prayer.

(3)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] If you took the Basic Christianity course you probably remember this poem from the lesson on prayer:  A proper prayer position poem:

	 "The proper way for a man to pray,"

Said Deacon Samuel Keys,

"And the only proper attitude

Is down upon his knees."

"No, I should say the way to pray,"

Said Rev. Dr. Wise,

"Is standing straight with uplifted arms

And rapt and upturned eyes."

"Oh, no, no, no"

Said Elmer Snow.

"Such posture's way too proud.

A man should pray with eyes fast closed

and head contritely bowed."


	"Last year I fell in Hodgkin's well,

Headfirst," said Syrus Brown,

"And all my toes were stickin' up

And my head was a pointin' down.

"And I made a prayer right then and there,

The best I'd ever said.

The prayin'est prayer I ever prayed

Was standin' on my head."

(I found several versions of this poem on the internet but was unable to determine who first wrote it)




You should pray in whatever position helps you keep your mind focused on Him instead of yourself.

(4) Teacher Note: If they do not put a reference, I find it and say, "Peter 1:18 (or whatever).  Amen," to try to get them in the habit of using references.  If they blow the whole thing I just put the reference and the verse as it really appears and say, "Amen."  They may or may not notice they got it wrong.

I like Ezra 7:10 "For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments." because I want to be like that.

(5)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The next book we will study in the History of God's people is Nehemiah.  The book of Nehemiah starts about ten years or so after Ezra ends.  It describes how the walls of Jerusalem are rebuilt and how Ezra and Nehemiah establish a new order for the returned exiles.

(6)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The book of Ezra records the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity after 70 years of exile there, just as God promised.  Ezra records two groups going from Babylon to Israel many decades apart.  These were just two groups of many that gradually found there way back to their homeland over the years.  The release from captivity was made possible because the Babylonians were conquered by the Persians.  During the period covered by this book the Temple is rebuilt and the true worship restored in Jerusalem. The exiles were from this time forth known as Jews.  It should be noted, finally, that the captivity of the Jews had at last cured them of their idolatry, for there are few evidences of idolatry or of false worship in Judea after the exile.

(7)  Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.  IF THE STUDENT IS A WOMAN DO NOT FORGET TO CHANGE THE PRONOUNS] Father in Heaven, We praise You for allowing us to come to You and talk.  Forgive me of my sins and have mercy upon us.   You that take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. For You only are holy; You only are the Lord; You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory of God the Father.  We praise You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  When they were rebuilding the temple You provided a way.  When Xxxx is called to do Your will, we know You will also provide a way. Father, You know the temptations that Xxxx is facing today. But Your Word promises that he will not be tempted beyond what he can bear. Provide Your strength to Xxxx that he might stand up under the temptations whenever he encounters them. Your Word also tells us You will provide a way out of the temptation.   Please, Lord, give Xxxx the wisdom to walk away when he is tempted, and the clarity to see the way out that You will show him.  Thank you, God, that you are a faithful deliverer and that we can count on Your help in times of need.  AMEN

Ezra 7:10  For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]







1
1

