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Dear Xxxx,

[SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] Your work on the quiz was exceptional. 

(Question 1)   [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] Chapter 4 is the account of the unnamed chronicler who wrote that part of Judges.  It gives the historical account of the victory they had.  Chapter 5, except for the last sentence in the last verse, is a song that Deborah and Barak sang at the time of the victory.  Chapter 4 is historical narrative.  Chapter 5 is poetry.  They include slightly different details of the same event.  This is something that happens more than most people notice in the Old Testament.  Just like we have four different accounts of the Gospel in the New Testament, the people in the Old Testament included the written accounts of more than one witness.  Sometimes it is in the same book, as in this case.  Sometimes the parallel accounts will be in two different books.  We'll point some of these out in later lessons.

(2) [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] I am not ready to say do not do this ever, but if it is done at all, it should be done with extreme caution.  There is a lot more to this story, than just flipping a coin.  Gideon was asking the impossible, or at least the nearly impossible.  It is as if you flip a coin and say God if you want me to do this you will make it land on the edge.  Gideon was dealing with some very serious issues that involved not only risking his life, but the lives of many others.  He had a willing heart but was just uncertain.  Most of us want to try this kind of guidance, not because we are uncertain, but because we are reluctant.  Almost all of the times the Scriptures are clear enough, we are just being cowardly.

(3)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The way I usually resolve something like this is look at it through the lens of 1st Corinthians 10:6 "Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved."  The things that are reported about people in the Old Testament are told to teach the reader a lesson.  So if there is more than one way to understand something in the Old Testament, I just ask myself which one teaches us a Godly lesson?  Which one teaches us something that Jesus teaches?  Certainly with either interpretation the lesson is the same as the one in the Sermon on the Mount that we are not to be hasty about making vows.  Understanding the story to mean he really sacrificed her would teach us that God's people were becoming more wicked.  This would agree with my understanding of the book as a whole, and teach us that cultures, tribes and nations, like people, become more wicked over time, if they are not submitted to God.  I can not find any lesson to be learned with the interpretation that she was simply taken to serve in the temple.  I could be wrong.  

(4) Teacher Note: If they do not put a reference, I find it and say, "Peter 1:18 (or whatever).  Amen," to try to get them in the habit of using references.  If they blow the whole thing I just put the reference and the verse as it really appears and say, "Amen."  They may or may not notice they got it wrong.

I selected Judges 5:31"Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD; But let those who love Him be like the rising of the sun in its might."  Eventually Satan will be destroyed.

(5) [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The next history book we will study will be 1st Samuel.  In it, the time of the Judges comes to an end and Israel is united under King Saul.  Most of the book is about what happens during the reign of Saul, particularly the rise of the next king, David.  I hope you find the enclosed lesson useful and informative.  

(6)  [ACKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT HIS ANSWER] The book of Judges covers the period of time from the death of Joshua until the birth of Samuel the prophet.  That is about 250 years from approximately 1375 to 1125 B.C.  What we saw as we read, is the Israelites gradually got worse and worse, from a time when one tribe assisted another, and they all worshiped God, to a point when one tribe has to go to war with another just to punish a criminal act, and a tribe sets up an idol of silver and calls it God.

(7)  Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer: [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.  IF THE STUDENT IS A WOMAN DO NOT FORGET TO CHANGE THE PRONOUNS]Almighty God, Things are in such disarray.  So many things have spun out of control in our lives.We have let circumstances slip away from us and things are not going well at all. We are sorry Lord, for We have faltered.  We did not mean to do these things which have led us from You.  It just seems like trouble has taken on a life of its own and then We get behind.  We are so sorry Lord.  Please forgive us.  Let us not sit in self-pity.  Let us not sit in dejection.  Lift up our eyes to see You, Precious Lord Jesus.  Keep us honest and keep us true to Your will for our lives.  Keep us strong so we can rebuild what we have lost.  Keep us strong so we can be humble, devout, and caring.  Keep us in the palm of Your hand and remind us of Your love.  Keep us with You and please do not let us permit things to slip away in the future.  Keep us focused upon today rather than upon what is already past.  All these things we humbly pray in Jesus' name.

2 Chronicles 7:14 and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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