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Dear Xxxx,

Congratulations on completing the Epistles of Paul course.  You should find enclosed your certificate of completion.  Well done! We have also enclosed a list of available books.  These are the books that were available when we mailed this list.  The book we send is free.  We send it on a first come, first served basis.  We suggest that you put numbers beside your top five choices.  #1 beside your first choice, #2 beside your second choice, etc.  That way if your first few choices are already gone, by the time we get this back, we can still send you a book you want.   You will also find the first lesson of the next course in this series – 104 History of God's People Course.

 [SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  Your work on the quiz was excellent. 

(Question 1) Titus 1:  [AKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT THE STUDENT'S ANSWER SO THEY KNOW THEY HAVE BEEN HEARD BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] Here is how I would describe a man qualified for Christian leadership today based on Titus 1:5-9 :

above reproach – he is generally thought to have integrity, he has a good reputation.

the husband of one wife – he has one, and only one wife.  This excludes bachelors, bigamists, and polygamists.  (It does not exclude widowers and divorced men who have remarried, unless they are fathers to more than one household.  If they have children in more than one household, they don't have time to lead a church.)

having children who believe – has already demonstrated Christian leadership in his family

not accused of dissipation – Not lazy.  Works hard.  Reliable.

not accused of rebellion – Submissive to proper authority. 

not self-willed – not in love with his own ideas, not arrogant, seeks wise counsel

not quick-tempered – it is difficult to make him angry

not addicted to wine – does not drink alcohol to get drunk or use drugs for entertainment

not pugnacious – does not like to fight

not fond of sordid gain – does not worship money

hospitable – likes having visitors, generous with his possessions and time

loving what is good – loves righteousness

sensible – has a good dose of common sense

just – fair minded, unbiased

devout – faithful in attendance at worship services, there should also be evidence of regular home devotion

self-controlled – self disciplined

holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching – knows his Bible well

so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine – able to explain Christianity to others

to refute those who contradict – able to defend Christianity from those who would discredit it

What is described here in Titus is “the ideal” requirements for Church Leaders. That which people are, does not always match that which they should be. It is sad when we see poor quality in “Doctors, Lawyers, and Indian Chiefs”; but it is really terrible when we see poor quality in “Church Leaders”.

(2) Titus 2:   [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] This is the way I see Titus 2:11-14.  Basically this passage is saying God's Grace = Jesus Christ.  Jesus brought salvation to all men.  Jesus instructed us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires.  The word "teaching" or "instructing" in verse 12 is from the Greek word "paideuo" meaning not only to instruct (even the Law could instruct men "to do", or "not to do"), but to train, to educate so as to produce godly conduct.  Jesus instructed us to live sensibly, righteously, and godly.  Jesus instructed us to expect him to return.  It is saying here that "Jesus is God's Grace," in much the same way that the Bible says in other places that Jesus is the light of the world, love, bread of life, the door, the good shepherd, the resurrection, the way, the truth, and the life.  The way it states it in verse 13 it puts, "our great God and Savior" in apposition to "Christ Jesus."  This means that it is saying that Jesus is Lord.  It says that the purpose Jesus had for making His sacrifice was to redeem us from unrighteousness so that He might have people who follow Him who are enthusiastic about doing good.

(3) Titus 3:  [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] Titus 3:1 says we are to be obedient to those in authority over us, and Acts 5:29 gives an example of the Apostles disobeying the authorities, but they do not contradict at all.  We are to be obedient to all authority over us, unless they require us to do something against God's law.  Notice an important distinction here.  It does not matter how godly the authorities are in their own lives.  It does not matter how smart they are.  The measure of our obedience has to be taken from the content of what they require of us, not how they themselves behave.  In other words, even if they are ungodly sinners, and their laws are stupid and inconvenient, as long as whatever they command is not wrong in God's eyes, we should do it.  I find that a good working principle for dealing with people in authority over me is—: "I will obey you, as long as the thing you tell me to do isn't Sinful, Immoral, or Illegal".  Civil lawmakers do not have the right to command us to disobey God, nor to do something God says is sin. 

[(4) IT REQUIRES NO ANSWER, JUST SKIP IT.]

(5) A Verse to Remember:  Amen.  For me it must be Titus 3:1 "Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed," because obeying foolish, unrighteous, people is very difficult for me.

(6) Titus Summary: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] The Epistle to Titus is a letter from Paul to a young pastor and church planter he was guiding.  Paul writes giving Titus some instructions concerning the organization of the churches and the righteous behavior of Christians.

(7) Life Application: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] Titus is a letter of exhortations about our "Conduct". Very simply stated, Paul exhorts us to "become" what we "became"—: new creatures.  While building the Church is the work of God (Eph. 1:1-14), He gives us the privilege of being laborers together with Him (I Cor. 3:9). And we should be maturing so that we may teach others (II Tim. 2:2).  Paul never even suggested that "Liberty" in Christ equals "License" to sin. The theme that runs throughout his epistles, including this one, is "Let all things be done decently and in order" (I Cor. 14:40).

This was the last lesson in this course.  I hope it has been useful to you.  We are including a list of books for you to choose from with the certificate for this course.  Make your selection, and return to us, and we will send you one of the books, you put a number beside.  We have also enclosed a certificate of course completion for you.

(8) Your Question: Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer:  [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.] 
Male Version:  Father in Heaven, Help Xxxx to not talk bad about anyone, to not be fighting, to put others before himself, to be gentle to all people.  In the past we were all foolish, hard in heart, we turned from the true way, we were servants of evil desires and pleasures, we were living in bad feeling and envy, hated and hating one another.  But when we received Your mercy, and Your love and Your gift of salvation it gave us new life in the Holy Spirit.  It was not by good works that we became saved, but Your mercy, which You gave us freely through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  We want to serve You. Thank You, Father, that, in Your love, You serve us as well.  Jesus came to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.  Father, we do not know for sure what tomorrow will bring.  But You know the future. So we rest assured that You, the God who cares about us, is in control.   May Xxxx's sleep be refreshing and his dreams pleasant.  We ask Your constant protection for him.  Help keep him from sinning.  Help Xxxx to do Your will, even when he does not feel like it.  We ask that You would continue to provide Xxxx with his daily needs.  When he wrongs others, help him be brave enough to ask their forgiveness.  Every family has its problems and challenges, and Xxxx's is no exception.  We know that You control the nations. We ask that our world may experience peace and prosperity in the near future. And we ask that there might be more open doors for the Gospel, particularly in the jails and prisons.  Help Xxxx to obey Your Word.  Help him to obey those in authority over him.  Help Xxxx to obey the Two Great Commandments, to love You, God with all his being, and his neighbor as himself.  We ask this in Jesus' Name, AMEN.

Female Version:  Father in Heaven, Help Xxxx to not talk bad about anyone, to not be fighting, to put others before herself, to be gentle to all people.  In the past we were all foolish, hard in heart, we turned from the true way, we were servants of evil desires and pleasures, we were living in bad feeling and envy, hated and hating one another.  But when we received Your mercy, and Your love and Your gift of salvation it gave us new life in the Holy Spirit.  It was not by good works that we became saved, but Your mercy, which You gave us freely through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  We want to serve You. Thank You, Father, that, in Your love, You serve us as well.  Jesus came to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.  Father, we do not know for sure what tomorrow will bring.  But You know the future. So we rest assured that You, the God who cares about us, is in control.   May Xxxx's sleep be refreshing and her dreams pleasant.  We ask Your constant protection for her.  Help keep her from sinning.  Help Xxxx to do Your will, even when she does not feel like it.  We ask that You would continue to provide Xxxx with her daily needs.  When she wrongs others, help her be brave enough to ask their forgiveness.  Every family has its problems and challenges, and Xxxx's is no exception.  We know that You control the nations. We ask that our world may experience peace and prosperity in the near future. And we ask that there might be more open doors for the Gospel, particularly in the jails and prisons.  Help Xxxx to obey Your Word.  Help her to obey those in authority over her.  Help Xxxx to obey the Two Great Commandments, to love You, God with all her being, and her neighbor as herself.  We ask this in Jesus' Name, AMEN.

Titus 3:2-6 To speak evil of no man, not to be contentious, to be gentle, showing all meekness toward all men. For we also once were foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  But when the kindness of God our Saviour, and his love toward man, appeared,  not by works done in righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to his mercy he saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,  which he poured out upon us richly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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