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Dear Xxxx,

 [SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU] Thank you for your diligent work on this lesson.

(Question 1) Before and After:  [AKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT THE STUDENT'S ANSWER SO THEY KNOW THEY HAVE BEEN HEARD BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING] "Being renewed" describes me pretty well.  I am better than I used to be, but I still need a lot of renovation.  I would prefer being more like the complete second description, but I stumble at times.  But like I said, I hope and believe I am making progress.  God has redeemed me, through Jesus Christ. Not one Christian lives every day exactly like he should. A bumper sticker I read once said, "Christians are not perfect; just forgiven." God is still in the process of conforming us to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29). The mountain of rock at Mt. Rushmore in South Dakota looks like George Washington, and the other presidents; but it took a lot of work in removing the “debris” that did not look like the presidents. The same is true with us; there is a lot of rubbish to be removed.  God is still clearing away my debri.

[Teacher Note.  For your reference.  Remove before sending unless needed for your response.]

Colossians 1:21  "And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds."

[Teacher Note.  For reference.  Remove before sending unless needed for your response.]

Colossians 3:9-12 "Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him-- a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience."

(2) Devoted to Prayer:  [COMMENT ON HIS ANSWER AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] My answer to this one has to be pretty similar to the one above.  I am doing better at this than I was ten or twenty years ago, but not nearly so well as I would like to be doing.  I hope when you think about the part where Paul says, "praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ" you will remember to pray for our ministry that God would enable us to effectively share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  By the way The word "Mystery" means a secret and the word "Mysterious" means something that is very complex and difficult to understand. The things about Christ were mysterious to the Sadducees because they knew not the Scriptures, neither the power of God (Mark 12:24). The solution to the whole problem is study to show ourselves approved unto God (II Tim. 2:15)  If we do, Christ will not be a secret to us.  

[Teacher Note:  For reference.  Remove before sending unless needed for your response.]

Colossians 4:2-3 "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned."

(3) One Lord:  [COMMENT ON HIS ANSWER AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING]  Jesus is Lord.  This is a very rich verse. Moses said, The Lord (Jehovah) our God is One (Deut. 6:4). The Hebrew word for "one" is "Ech-awd" meaning a compound unity; as a man and wife (Gen. 2:24). The Godhead is a compound unity:

         [a]. The Father is God (John 17:1-3).

         [b]. The Son is God (Heb. 1:8; Isa. 9:6).

         [c]. The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:1-4). And all the fullness of the Godhead dwells (as a permanent resident) in Jesus Christ bodily.  So, Jesus is Lord.

[Teacher Note:  If he questions or doubts this you can deal with it, and/or you can tell him some literature is attached.  If you tell him some literature is attached be sure to say something to us in your response e-mail so that we can enclose a tract on the deity of Jesus Christ.]

[Teacher Note:  For reference.  Remove before sending unless needed for your response.]

Colossians 2:9 "For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form."

(4) A Verse to Remember:  Amen.  There are so many good ones to choose from.  I like Colossians 1:14 "In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins."

(5) Life Application:  [COMMENT ON HIS ANSWER AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] One thing I would say for sure is Jesus Christ should be more important to us than anything else in our life.  I hope it encouraged you to godliness and gave you more confidence in your redemption.  Colossians 3:9-12 speaks of a life of godliness; and many people shy away from the word "godliness"; but godliness is profitable unto all things" (I Tim. 4:8).

A good lesson to learn. Herbert Temple wrote in 1935,

‘Mid trials every day, Let Jesus have His way,



His love will comfort you;

When mighty billows sweep, Assured that He will keep,



Just see what He will do.

Just trust Him and be true, And see what He will do,



He’ll never disappoint your soul;

When you have done your best, Let Jesus do the rest,



And keep your eyes upon the goal.

(6) Colossians Summary:  [COMMENT ON HIS ANSWER AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING] I think Colossians is about more than one thing.  On thing it was written for was to correct the theory that Jesus Christ is just a better than average creature—: He is the Creator (Col. 1:15-17). The Father says to the Son, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever (Heb. 1:8).  Also, we do not need Jewish rituals (Col. 2:16)., nor Gentile philosophy (Col. 2:8). We are complete in Christ (Col. 2:10).  The subtitle "The person and works of Jesus Christ" would work for this book, I think.
In the next lesson we will look at Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians.

(7)  Your Question:  Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer:  [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.  IT HAS NO GENDER SPECIFIC PRONOUNS]  Father God, Jesus Christ, Creator of everything and having authority over it, help us to obey Your word.  You alone are Head of the Church, help us to obey Your word.  Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, You alone give the strength for Godly living, help us to obey Your word.  Jesus, You gave us the example of the Godly life, help us to obey Your word.  Jesus, You are the treasury of all wisdom and knowledge, help us to obey Your word.  Jesus, You are the fulfillment of the prophecies of God, help us to obey Your word.  We know that no matter what ethnic, economic, or national backgrounds we are from, we are still sinners loved by You, help us to obey Your word.  Help us to obey those in authority over us.  Though You love all, we thank You for the special attention You give us, because we know Jesus.  Thank You that we have eternal life, and that no one can snatch us out of Your hand.  It's not because we behave well that our sins are forgiven and heaven is our home, but because Jesus paid the penalty for our sins so we could be forgiven.  Thank You for Jesus, dear Father.  AMEN

Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]

