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Dear Xxxx,

 [SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  Your answers on the quiz were high-quality.  

(1)   CHURCH AT PHILIPPI [AKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT THE STUDENT'S ANSWER SO THEY KNOW THEY HAVE BEEN HEARD BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  

Here is how I analyzed I:


Romans 15:25-26 They were generous givers.


2nd Corinthians 8:1-5 Recipients of God's grace; in great trial of affliction; had abundant joy; were in deep poverty; were sacrificial givers; were persistent in prayer; submitted to God's will


2nd Corinthians 9:1-2 Willing to follow the example of others


2nd Corinthians 11:7-9 Supported Paul's missionary work while he was in Corinth

(2)   HAPPY IN JAIL (LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD BY QUOTING HIM OR PARAPHRASING HIM) Because he saw God's mighty hand using the situation for the furtherance of the Gospel. His attention was focused on God, not is circumstances.  I would like to be more like that.  Paul knew that God could deliver him from the Roman prison any time He chose to do so; therefore he was content to be where God wanted him to be. The song writer G.A. Young wrote in 1934

                      "God Leads Us Along"

.         Some through the waters, some through the flood,

                 Some through the fire, but all through the blood;

         Some through great sorrow, but God gives a song,

                 In the night season and all the day long.

(3)   PHILIPPIANS 4:4 (LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD) It certainly looks like a command, doesn't it?  It is kind of a trick question designed to get you interested in studying Greek.  This is one of those times where the English is a little misleading.   In English, it looks a lot like a command, but in the Greek the first rejoice is in the indicative mood, not imperative as the English construction would lead us to believe.   Paul is simply stating a fact, "You rejoice!"  The second rejoice is in the future tense.  Paul is exhorting us to rejoice now and expect to continue rejoicing in the future.  It is an encouragement and exhortation, not a command of God.

(4)   TOPIC OF PHILIPPIANS (LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD) Philippians is basically a thank you letter from Paul to the church at Philippi.  He is grateful for their gifts which they sent to take care of him, probably while he was in prison.  Paul also takes the occasion to address some questions that were apparently sent to him, and perhaps some opposition to his teaching.  Paul wrote it from prison, probably in Rome, but possibly elsewhere.  

In the next lesson we look at Paul's letter to the church at Colossi.  It is very similar to the letter he wrote to Ephesians, which we studied as part of the Introduction to the Bible course.

(5)   KEY VERSE Amen. 

Phil 4:4 "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!" is one of my favorite verses in the all the Scriptures.  Philippians 4:1-13 is one of the happiest passages in the whole Bible.  But perhaps the key verse of the book is Paul admonishment, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5)

(6) YOUR QUESTION Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

Our prayer:  [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.]  
Male Version:  Lord God Almighty, help Xxxx to be a soldier of prayer. Help him to seek You before, during, and after his times of struggle.  May the Spirit constantly remind him of the need for prayer, and the Your desire to hear his voice. Let Xxxx cherish God's Word and be thankful for the blessings You have bestowed upon him.   Father, we rejoice in the You always. Show Xxxx  Your gentle spirit and help him to know You are near.  We pray that Xxxx will be anxious for nothing, but talk to You with thanksgiving letting his requests be made known to You, Lord. We pray that the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard Xxxx's heart and mind in Christ Jesus.  Finally, we pray that whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything be worthy of praise, keep Xxxx's mind on these things.  We pray that the God of peace will be with him.  AMEN

Female Version:  Lord God Almighty, help Xxxx to be a soldier of prayer. Help her to seek You before, during, and after her times of struggle.  May the Spirit constantly remind her of the need for prayer, and the Your desire to hear her voice. Let Xxxx cherish God's Word and be thankful for the blessings You have bestowed upon her.   Father, we rejoice in the You always. Show Xxxx  Your gentle spirit and help her to know You are near.  We pray that Xxxx will be anxious for nothing, but talk to You with thanksgiving letting her requests be made known to You, Lord. We pray that the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard Xxxx's heart and mind in Christ Jesus.  Finally, we pray that whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything be worthy of praise, keep Xxxx's mind on these things.  We pray that the God of peace will be with her.  AMEN

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Him who gives me strength. 

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]

