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Dear Xxxx,

 [SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]   Your work on the quiz was first-rate. 

(Question 1) TITUS: [AKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT THE STUDENT'S ANSWER SO THEY KNOW THEY HAVE BEEN HEARD BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  In 2 Cor 2:13 Paul was disappointed he did not meet with Titus on his way to Macedonia.  In 2 Cor 7 he finally meets with Titus and receives an encouraging report.  That suggests Titus was the one who brought the message that Paul is responding to in this letter.  In 2 Cor 8 Paul is apparently encouraging Titus to continue to minister to the Corinthians.  Titus may have been the one who delivered this letter to them.  Certainly Paul was deliberately trying to lift him up to a position of influence with the Corinthians.  In chapter 12 he points out that Titus behaved with honesty and integrity while he was with them.  

(2) THE MESSAGE: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT THIS] Jesus Christ was a message to humanity from God of His love.  I believe Paul is encouraging us to imitate Jesus Christ by also being this kind of message.  You may be the only "real" Christian some people meet.  What will they remember about Jesus Christ after having been with you?  The contrast is between the Ten Commandments written on tables of stone (Deut. 4:13), which is external; and the Law of the Spirit written in the heart (II Cor. 3:2,3), which is internal. The external Law brought death, and the internal Law brought life.

(3) THE VISION: [CONVINCE THE STUDENT HE HAS BEEN HEARD AND EDIT THIS] It is possible that Paul is referring to John (and his book of Revelations) but it is very unlikely.  It is generally believed that 2nd Corinthians was written some 30 or 40 years before the book of Revelations.   The experience or vision Paul mentions in 2nd Corinthians 12:1-6 happened another fourteen years in the past from that.  Maybe John told Paul about the vision 50 years before he wrote it down for others to read, but that seems improbable to me.  I think it was Barnabus or one of the other disciples he hung around with a lot.  No one really knows.  

(4) THE THORN:  [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD]  So far my body seems to be holding together pretty good.  No major thorns.  I make a lot of mistakes that keeps me pretty humble, but I think that is true of everybody, except for arrogant people, who think they make no mistakes.  Paul does not specifically state what the "thorn" was. There is much speculation about it. I think it was the infirmities, reproaches, persecutions, etc. that reminded him that he was still mortal, and kept him humbly depending upon God's grace.

(5) 2nd CORINTHIANS:  [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] I think two of the most important parts of 2nd Corinthians to remember are Paul's teachings on forgiveness and stewardship.  We are to imitate Jesus Christ.  In this book he also reaffirms Paul's apostolic authorship.  

(6) SCRIPTURE BY HEART: Amen. There are two quotes from 2nd Corinthians that I really like.   2nd Corinthians 4:17-18 "For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal." 2nd Corinthians 5:17 "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come." 

In this next lesson we will study Paul's epistle to the Galatians.  The Galatians were allowing themselves to be entangled in their old ways and Paul has something to say to them about that. 

(7)  YOUR QUESTIONS:  We would be pleased to try to answer your questions.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

OUR PRAYER:  [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING.]  

Male Version: Heavenly Father, Thank You for the way You have made us. We especially thank You for those unchangeable features that at times we have resented.  We accept them now as marks of Your ownership to remind us daily that You made us and that we belong to You.  We also welcome them as motivation to develop Your character within us.  Help us forgive any who we have held something against.  O Lord, thank You that You do not judge as we judge. You do not judge us by appearances.  Keep us from judging that way too, Lord.  Even when we know You, when we know the truth, we often don't see things right.  Forgive and comfort us, Father.  Give Xxxx Your eyes to see as You see.  Open the eyes of his understanding; increase his discernment.  Show Xxxx the true beauty of those around him.  Let who we are on the inside always be more important to us than how we look on the outside. Keep Xxxx's heart pure before You.  When You look upon Xxxx, may his heart be pleasing to You.  Help Xxxx to walk by faith believing Your promises.  Let the love of Christ control, constrain and compel him.  Jesus became poor for our salvation.  We praise You and thank You.  AMEN

Female Version: Heavenly Father, Thank You for the way You have made us. We especially thank You for those unchangeable features that at times we have resented.  We accept them now as marks of Your ownership to remind us daily that You made us and that we belong to You.  We also welcome them as motivation to develop Your character within us.  Help us forgive any who we have held something against.  O Lord, thank You that You do not judge as we judge. You do not judge us by appearances.  Keep us from judging that way too, Lord.  Even when we know You, when we know the truth, we often don't see things right.  Forgive and comfort us, Father.  Give Xxxx Your eyes to see as You see.  Open the eyes of her understanding; increase his discernment.  Show Xxxx the true beauty of those around her.  Let who we are on the inside always be more important to us than how we look on the outside. Keep Xxxx's heart pure before You.  When You look upon Xxxx, may her heart be pleasing to You.  Help Xxxx to walk by faith believing Your promises.  Let the love of Christ control, constrain and compel her.  Jesus became poor for our salvation.  We praise You and thank You.  AMEN

2 Corinthians  1:20-22   For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us.  Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God,  who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.  

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]

