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Dear Xxxx,

 [SAY SOMETHING POSITIVE TO REPLACE THE FOLLOWING OR EDIT IT TO MAKE IT SOUND MORE LIKE YOU]  Your answers on the quiz were good. 

(Question 1) Holy Spirit & Prayer: [AKNOWLEDGE AND REFLECT THE STUDENT'S ANSWER SO THEY KNOW THEY HAVE BEEN HEARD BY SAYING SOMETHING ENCOURAGING THAT PROVES YOU READ WHAT HE WROTE BY EITHER QUOTING PART OF IT OR PARAPHRASING PART OF IT, THEN EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING]  God is not Santa Claus.  Prayer is not about making a list of things we want, and getting God to approve and provide it.  Prayer is about a loving relationship, where we can show him our deepest longings, even the ones we do not truly understand ourselves.  It is about trusting Him to do what is best for us, even if we do not like it.  We cannot see around the curves in the road, or over the hills; and although we may realize the general destination, we cannot visualize the details of the road. But The Holy Spirit does know and therefore He makes intercession for us.

TEACHER NOTE:  This scripture is included for your reference and is not meant to be sent to the student unless circumstances require it.

Romans 8:26-27 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

(2) Natural & New Branches: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] This passage covers a lot of ground. Paul is dealing here with the "relationship" that Abraham had with God, and the "righteousness" that was imputed to him. Both had been lost when Adam sinned; but both are restored in Abrahams Seed, the Lord Jesus Christ (Psa. 69:4; Gal. 3:7-16).  Theologians argue about this and your opinion is just as good as anyone's.  My opinion is that we are spiritual heirs of Abraham.  By that I mean that we receive the promise of becoming part of the family of God, but we do not become the physical heirs of the Promised Land.

TEACHER NOTE:  This scripture is included for your reference and is not meant to be sent to the student unless circumstances require it.

Romans 11:16-24  If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too.    17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree,    18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.    19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."    20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith Do not be conceited, but fear;    21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either.    22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.    23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.    24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?

(3) Teenagers & Sacrificial Service: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] Telling teenagers to sacrifice themselves and not to conform themselves to the world is not likely to be heard by them.  I think I would try to get them to pay attention to the rest of chapter 12.   I would point out that it says each of them have something important to contribute to the church.  Associated with something important and thinking highly of themselves it seems to me would be much more likely to be acceptable to them.  It is really the same exact message, but easier for them to accept.  That is what Paul does.  The first two verses sound harsh and difficult without his explanation that follows it. 

TEACHER NOTE:  This scripture is included for your reference and is not meant to be sent to the student unless circumstances require it.

Romans 12:1-7  "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.    2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.    3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.    4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,    5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.    6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;    7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;" etc.

(4) A Verse to Remember:  Amen
I like Romans 8:37 "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us."  God's love and our victory.  What could be better than that?  All of Romans chapter 8 would be a good passage to know by heart.

(5) Life Application: [LET STUDENT KNOW HE HAS BEEN HEARD] I think the most important thing to remember from Romans is that we are saved by God's grace, not our efforts.

The next epistle of Paul we will study is 1st Corinthians.  The Corinthians were a wild church.  Paul writes to them to try to help them understand Christ more completely and to realize that the implications our relationship with Him should have on the way we act.

(6)  Your Question: Please feel free to ask us any specific question you want, when you turn in an answer sheet, whether it has anything to do with the lesson or not.  We have access to the internet and other research tools that you do not and do not mind doing a reasonable amount of research for you.

AND/OR

We welcome your questions.

AND/OR

You can also use this space to comment on the course, a scripture, something we said in a letter, or the like.

OR

[ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS]

(7)  Our prayer:  [WRITE A PRAYER FOR THE STUDENT.  INCLUDE HIS REQUESTS, IF HE HAS ANY.  EDIT OR REPLACE THE FOLLOWING IF YOU LIKE.  THIS MODEL PRAYER IS WITHOUT GENDER SPECIFIC PRONOUNS]  Most Precious Lord Jesus, Gentle And Wonderful God, Truly Awesome And Ever-present Holy Spirit, Precious Lord Jesus, I love You.  We read in the Old Testament how Moses would sprinkle the blood of calves over the scroll and over all the people. We read in the Old Testament how everything must be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. We read in the New Testament how You shed Your blood for us…so we would be forgiven…so we would be cleansed…so we would be made pure.  We desire You could have been able to be our Savior without Your having to suffer.  We have suffered in our lives, but nothing like You suffered.  We don't like the idea of Your suffering even if Your suffering was done in our place.  However, we accept Your sacrifice, even if thinking about Your sacrifice hurts us in our heart.  We know we can never purify ourselves.  But we pray that You will help us to will try, every hour of every day, to remain pure in our thoughts, pure in what we say, and pure in our actions.  We shall try to keep Your sacrifice before us at all times so we do not forget what You have done for us.  All these things we humbly pray in the name of my most Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, my Mighty God, and my Ever-present Holy Spirit upon whom I can rely.  AMEN

Romans 8:35 "Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?"

Romans 8:38-39 "For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

[FEEL FREE TO REPLACE OR ADD TO THE CLOSING BIBLE QUOTE WITH ONE OR MORE OF YOUR OWN]

God Bless You, 

[OR YOUR FAVORITE SALUTATION]

YOURNAMEHERE

------------------------

[IF YOUR ANSWER IS A LITTLE SHORT, PUT AN INSPIRING STORY OR BIBLE DEVOTION HERE IF YOU LIKE – FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS/PICTURES, BUT REMEMBER OUR PRINTER IS BLACK INK ONLY – PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK PRETTY BAD, AS DO COMPLEX COLOR PICTURES.  THE GOAL IS SOMETHING BETWEEN 1 AND 2 PAGES, BUT IF YOU NEED TO GO OVER, GO OVER]
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