Suggestions for the Home Schooling Parent

(Last revised 9/26/2009)

If you have a mature high school student we think you can use our ministry for teaching them not only about the Bible, but also about ministering to others.  As you well know, one of the best ways to learn is teaching others.  This is an opportunity for your student to experience that under your guidance.

As you read over our materials you need to keep in mind that when we say "teacher" we mean you and your student working as a team, and when we say "student" we mean one of the inmates who takes our Bible lessons.

It will take several hours to get familiar with the process, so plan on starting out with several sessions before you actually begin to answer our students' lessons.  Go to http://www.biblestudybymail.com/biblestudybymail.htm and read through the pages for all the links on the left except skip "Incoming Lessons/Log In" and do it last.  When you get to the place in the instructions that tells you to request an ID and password – do so.  Like I said, expect to take several study sessions to complete this part.

When you get to the "Incoming Lessons/Log In" page, enter your ID and password, and preview several of the lessons without checking them out to get a flavor of how they answer lessons.  Be sure you read the lesson before letting your student see it.  Sometimes our students write things not appropriate for children.  Most of the time they are OK.

Finally, go back to the list of lessons at http://www.biblestudybymail.com/teachers/teachers.htm and decide if you want to work with the Basic Christianity Series, Books of the Bible series or Understanding Our Christian Faith series.  Read the course introductions if they are there.  Click on two or three lessons in each course and discuss with your child, which would be best for them.  Once you have decided on the series go through this process:

(1) Have your student print the first lesson in that series from http://www.biblestudybymail.com/teachers/teachers.htm and work through it as if they were the student.  

(2) Then go to the queue and find a matching completed lesson from one of our students and check it out to be answered by you.  Until you get a feel for how long it will take, please choose lessons from the end of the list, instead of those who have been waiting longest  That way if it takes a few days it will not add to the time that inmate has to wait for his response. 

(3)  Be sure you read the lesson before letting your student see it.  Sometimes they write things not appropriate for children. (Sometimes they write thing not appropriate for anyone.)

(4) Then download the matching template from http://www.biblestudybymail.com/teachers/Templates/templates.htm and let your student edit it to return to our student.  

(5) Read it over carefully and correct any errors you find, and make sure they have not revealed too much about themselves.  Sign it in any way you like.  We suggest you sign it with both your names – Mike & Ron, John & Mary or whatever it is.

(6) Send it to me at pastor@tntcarden.com.  At first I will review it carefully and give you feedback on how to improve it.  After the first few I will just spot check them.  We will mail it to the student.

(7) Pick the next lesson in the series and begin again at step #1.

Rather than set specific goals we suggest you just plan on spending 45 minutes to an hour each class day and do as much as you can.  Sometimes our student's lessons can be answered in ten minutes.  Sometimes they ask a difficult question that require a lot of research.  Those difficult questions will open up a whole new area of learning with you and your student.  

If you would rather just use our lessons to teach your child without interacting with our students, please feel free to help yourself, and God bless you.

