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BC3 Prayers and Promises in the Bible

Lesson 7 – Paul's Epistles



Example of Prayer in Bible: Colossians 1:9-12

(A1) Who is praying? __________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
(A2) Who besides God is listening? ____________________________

__________________________________________________

____________________________
Artsy display of key words
from Colossians 1:9-12



(A3) What is being requested? _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A4) Who is/are the people who are expected to receive what is being requested?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (A5) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (A6) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (A7) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
Example of Using a Scripture Passage to Pray:

(B) Change the passage Philippians 4:8-9 into a prayer:

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Man thinking showing the words 

we are to think about 

in white area above his head.  

Words we are not supposed to think about 

are in background in black area.

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
Scripture Promise: 1 Corinthians 10:11-13

(C1) Who is speaking to whom?

__________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Cor 10:12 quoted 

with picture of man 

climbing precarious scaffolding.

(C2) What is promised to whom?

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(C3) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

Example of Prayer in Bible: Colossians 1:9-12

(A1) Who is praying?  Paul and Timothy (Col 1:1) and probably Epaphras (Col 1:7) and perhaps others. ("we" in verse 9.

(A2) Who besides God is listening? Unknown; probably just those praying together, until it was written down and published.

(A3 ) What is specifically being requested? Spiritual wisdom, understanding, God pleasing behavior, fruit bearing works, increasing knowledge of God, strength for life, diligence, determination, joy, and gratitude.

(A4) Who is/are the expected recipient(s) of what is being requested? The Christians of the church at Colossae and I hope anyone who reads this letter.

(A5) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?  Shows gratitude and gives Him the credit for whatever is accomplished.  (Col 1:12)

(A6) What is the place, posture and mode of the prayer?  Paul was in prison, probably in Rome.  The posture is not described.  It was probably verbal to start with but we see it in a written form here.

(A7) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?  None are reported, but in as much as Christianity has survived to this day, I think it is safe to assume something good came of it.

Example of Using a Scripture Passage to Pray:

(B) Change the passage Philippians 4:8-9 into a prayer:

This verse becomes
this prayer

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 


Father, Help me to think and dwell on whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, any excellence and anything worthy of praise.  

9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
Help me to remember and practice all the things I have learned and received from Your word.

Scripture Promise: 1 Corinthians 10:11-13

(C1) Who is speaking to whom? Paul is writing to the people in the Christian church at Corinth, but this promise applies to us all.

(C2) What is promised to whom? We are promised not to be tempted beyond our capacity to resist.

(C3) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?  If we study and remember what happened to the people in the Bible, when they were disobedient to God, it will strengthen us to resist any temptation.
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 Read the prayer reported at Philippians 1:3-11 and answer these questions:

(1A) Who is praying?

(1B) Who besides God is listening?

(1C) What is specifically being requested?

(1D) Who is/are the expected recipient(s) of what is being requested?

(1E) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?

(1F) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer?

(1G) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?
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 Read Ephesians 6:10-20

(2A)  Turn this passage into a prayer: 

(2B) When could you pray this prayer in your own life?
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 Read the promise made in Galatians 6:9

(3A) Who is speaking to whom?

(3B) What is promised to whom?

(3C) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?

(3D) How can you use this promise in your own life?
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 (4) Do you have any questions?  About this lesson?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (5) What are your prayer requests?
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