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BC3 Prayers and Promises in the Bible

Lesson 6 – Minor Prophets



Example of Prayer in Bible: Habakkuk 3:2-19

(A1) Who is praying? __________________

_____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

(A2) Who besides God is listening? _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

(A3) What is being requested? ____________

_____________________________________

_________________________________
Beautiful sunset

silhouetting a deer in the foreground.  Habakkuk 3:9 is quoted.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
(A4) Who is/are the people who are expected to receive what is being requested?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (A5) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (A6) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (A7) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
Example of Using a Scripture Passage to Pray:

(B) Change the passage Jonah 1:1-3 into a prayer:

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
3 cartoon panels

with some key events

from Jonah 1 depicted.

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Scripture Promise: Malachi 3:10

(C1) Who is speaking to whom?

__________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Giant hands pull apart dark clouds

to reveal light beyond.

Malachi 3:10 is quoted.

(C2) What is promised to whom?

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(C3) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

------------------------ 111-06 ANSWERS ------------------------

Example of Prayer in Bible: Habakkuk 3:2-19

(A1) Who is praying? Habakkuk, the prophet.

(A2) Who besides God is listening? Unknown.  Someone named Shigionoth is reporting the prayer (Verse 1), so at least it seems likely he listened to it, although it is possible he simply wrote it down later when Habakkuk told him about it.

(A3) What is specifically being requested?  That in the midst of His wrath, God will remember to have mercy. (Verse 2)

(A4) Who is/are the expected recipient(s) of what is being requested?  The implication seems to be God's people will benefit from God's mercy, but it is not clearly stated.  Since Habakkuk talks about hiding and trembling, it is possible the prophet was more selfish in his expectations.

(A5) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?  Habakkuk reminds God of his past mercies, and proclaims that no matter what happens, he will serve God.

(A6) What is the place, posture and mode of the prayer? In verse 16 Habakkuk is trembling in the temple, so it seems reasonable that is where he was praying.  The posture and mode is not reported.

(A7) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?  The book of Habakkuk reports no results with regard to the mercy in the midst of wrath, but I think we can safely assume that the character of God assures us He will be merciful.  Of the most interest to me is the change in the prophet's heart as he prays.  In verse 16 he is trembling in fear, but before he is done he is confident that God will take care of him.  I believe this is the most frequent result of prayer – God changes the heart of the person praying.

Example of Using a Scripture Passage to Pray: Jonah 1:1-3

Lord, Let me have a listening ear that I may always recognize Your voice when you come to me with instructions.  Help me to always be willing to go where You send me even if it is to a place I am afraid to go.  Help me to recognize wickedness and speak against it. Help me to never flee from Your presence Lord.  But if I do, be gentle in bringing me back. Amen.

Scripture Promise: Malachi 3:10 "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows."
(C1) Who is speaking to whom? The Lord is speaking to His people.  (Verse 6)

(C2) What is promised to whom? Abundant blessings that overflow our capacity to receive them.

(C3) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?  That we tithe.  (i.e. give 10% to God)
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 Please read the prayer reported at Jonah 2:2-9 and answer these questions:

(1A) Who is praying?

(1B) Who besides God is listening?

(1C) What is specifically being requested?

(1D) Who is/are the expected recipient(s) of what is being requested?

(1E) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?

(1F) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer?

(1G) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?
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 Please read Habakkuk 3:17-19

(2A)  Turn this passage into a prayer:

(2B) When could you pray this prayer in your own life?
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 Please read the promise made in Hosea 14:4

(3A) Who is speaking to whom?

(3B) What is promised to whom?

(3C) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?

(3D) How can you use this promise in your own life?
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 (4) Do you have any questions?  About this lesson?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (5) What are your prayer requests?
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