Date

Dear Xxxx,

Welcome to the first lesson of course BC3 on the prayers and promises of the Bible.  There are ten lessons in this course, named for the places in the Bible from which the examples are taken.

Enclosed is an Overview of the course, a paper called "How These Courses Work," and the first lesson.  All of these contain important information, but it is likely by this time that the "How These Courses Work" part you already know.  It is very important that you read the Overview.  Lesson 1 will not make very much sense without it.

We are looking forward to studying Prayers and Promises of the Bible with you.

God bless you,

Thor

Pastor Thor Carden

PO Box 299

Madison, TN 37116

(615) 594-2269

pastor@tntcarden.com

http://www.tntcarden.com/LBC
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BC3 Prayers and Promises in the Bible

Overview


Introduction: 

When I first began to write this course my idea was that I would simply organize the prayers and promises of the Scriptures around a few themes, like wisdom, healing, salvation, etc. and each theme would be a lesson.  

However, I soon found it was much more complex than that.  Each example I found contained multiple associations to the various themes, and there were hundreds of examples.  Finally what I decided to do was present an example prayer from the scripture, a scripture that could be made into a prayer, and scripture that contained a promise in each lesson, and show the student how to analyze them.  We'll practice that for ten lessons and then you will be ready to do it for yourself on the hundreds of other examples to be found in the Bible.  We'll draw our examples from these groups of books:

Lesson
Examples drawn from

1
The Gospels

2
The books of Moses (Torah or Pentetuch)

3
The History books of the Old Testament

4
The Poetry books of the Old Testament

5
The Major Prophets

6
The Minor Prophets

7
The Epistles of Paul

8
The General Epistles

9
Acts & Revelation

10
The Entire Bible

We will be doing three exercises in each lesson of this course.   It may be a little awkward and confusing at first.  Do not expect to understand everything to begin with.  You will probably have to consult the answers on page 4 a lot to start with.  Please do not be discouraged.  Just keep trying and eventually this will all become more clear to you.

The first exercise will consist of reading an example of prayer in Bible and answering seven questions about it.

(A1) Who is praying?  This will be the person who is actually saying or writing the prayer.  You may have to read a few verses before the prayer to figure that out.

(A2) Who besides God is listening?  If they are saying it out loud, who is close by who can hear it?  If they are writing it, who are the readers?  Again you may have to read above the prayer to figure this out?

(A3) What is being requested?  Write a list of exactly what the prayer is asking for.  It may be one thing, it may be several things, and sometimes it is nothing but an offer of thanks.

(A4) Who is/are the people who are expected to receive what is being requested?  Sometimes the person praying will be praying for themselves and sometimes for others.  Which is it?  You may have to read some verses before the prayer to figure this out.

(A5) How does the person praying try to convince God to answer?  Does he make promises about what he will do if God answers?  Does he remind God of promises He has made about what is being asked?  Does he mention things about God which would suggest it would be natural or easy for God to answer the prayer?  Does he try to flatter God with praise?

(A6) What is the place, posture (kneeling, bowing, or what) and mode (silent, out loud, written) of the prayer?  Where is the person praying?  What are they doing with their body when they are praying?  Are they speaking aloud or writing the prayer?  You may have to read above the prayer to figure this out.

(A7) What results, if any, are reported to the prayer?  You will need to read the verses following the prayer to figure this out.

The second exercise will be taking a passage of the Bible and using it write a prayer.  This is best learned by example.  

Here the exhortation from Paul to us in Ephesians 6:10-20 is changed into a prayer asking God to help us to do what Paul says.

This verse becomes
this prayer

 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 
Lord, please help me to be strong.  Give me a portion of your mighty power.

 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 
Clothe me in your full armor, so that I might stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Help me understand that my struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
Please, God, give me your complete armor, so that I will be able to resist in the evil day, and stand firm, doing all that is needful.

 14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
Make me to stand firm, put on me the belt of truth, and the breastplate of righteousness.

 15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 
Prepare me with the Gospel of Peace so that my feet will be prepared to go where you Spirit guides me.

 16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
Put on my arm the strong shield of sincere faith, so that it will extingquish the flaming arrows of the evil one's lies.

 17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Protect my mind with the helmet of your salvation, and put in my hands the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 
Lord, help me to remember to pray at all times in the Spirit so that I might be alert to the needs of those around me and diligent to pray for my fellow Christians.

 19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
Father, I lift up to you those called into the ministry of the Gospel, that utterance will b given to them, so that they may open their mouths and make known the Gospel with boldness.

 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
Lord, help me remember that I have a duty to proclaim your Gospel boldly.  Amen.

The third exercise will be analyzing a promise of God.  It has three questions.  

(C1) Who is speaking to whom?  Ultimately the promise is from God but sometimes it will be a prophet or apostle who does the speaking for God.  Who are the first to hear the promise?  That means, who was the prophet or apostle speaking to when the promise was made.  You may have to look at the context of the promise to understand this.

(C2) What is promised to whom? I believe that God never changes and that he treats us all alike.  Generally speaking if God makes a promise to anyone, it is a promise to us all.  However, in some cases the promises are so specific to the circumstances that it is unreasonable to expect it to be a promise to everyone.  For instance, when Rahab is promised that if she hangs a red rope out her window she will not be killed in the coming battle, it would not be reasonable for us to expect a red rope out our window will protect us from anything.  You may need to look at the context to understand this.

(C3) What are the conditions of the promise being fulfilled, if any?  Many promises are just made without God expecting us to do anything at all.  Others require that we do something in order to receive the promised blessing.  For the promise being read for the exercise which is the case?  If there is a condition, what is it?
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Conclusion:

Why study prayers and promises together?

"One of the mightiest men of prayer of the last generation was George Mueller of Bristol, England, who in the last sixty years of his life (he lived to be ninety-two or ninety-three) obtained the English equivalent of $7,200,000.00 by prayer.  But George Mueller never prayed for a thing just because he wanted it, or even just because he felt it was greatly needed for God's work.  When it was laid upon George Mueller's heart to pray for anything, he would search the Scriptures to find if there was some promise that covered the case.  Sometimes he would search the scriptures for days before he presented his petition to God.  And then when he found the promise, with his open Bible before him, and his finger upon that promise, he would plead that promise, and so he received what he asked.  He always prayed with an open Bible before him."

-R. A. Torrey on George Mueller ; "The Power of Prayer," 1924 (P. 81)

In 2008 money that seven million is about a half a billion dollars.  He spent it on taking care of God's business.

Quote from George Mueller:

I live in the spirit of prayer.

I pray as I walk, when I lie down, and when I rise.

And the answers are always coming.

Tens of thousands of times have my prayers been answered.

When once I am persuaded that a thing is right,

I go on praying for it.

The great point is never to give up till the answer comes.

The great fault of the children of God is,

They do not continue in prayer;

They do not persevere.

If they desire anything for God's glory,

They should pray until they get it.

The lesson for us is that if we want our prayers answered, we should pray for something God has promised.  This is what it means when it says:

1 John 5:14 "This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us."

AND

James 4:3 " You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures."
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