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BC2 The Words of Jesus

Lesson 1 – Ministry Begins

His Baptism, Temptation, and First Disciples

In this lesson we will read about how Jesus tried to start His ministry at an early age but delayed it in obedience to His earthly parents.  We will read about His baptism by John the Baptist and His temptation in the wilderness.  

Temple Teachers are Taught

In Jewish life at the time of Christ a Jewish boy was expected to begin his life's work at twelve or thirteen years old.  Please read the story of Jesus in the temple in Luke 2:41-52 and answer the following questions:

[1] What feast were they celebrating?  ________________ 

[2] How old was Jesus?  ____________ 

[3] What did the temple teachers think of Jesus?  


_______________________________________________________________ 

Jesus is Baptized

About six months before Jesus began His ministry, John the Baptist began preaching about the coming of the Kingdom of God.  He told his many followers that it would be soon.  When his disciples said that they had decided to become obedient to God, John would baptize them.

Please read about the Baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3:13-17.

[4] Why did Jesus say John should baptize Him? ________

___________________________________________
Please read about the Baptism of Jesus in Mark 1:9-11.

[5] What title did a Voice from heaven give Him? _______

___________________________________________
Please read about the Baptism of Jesus in Luke 3:21-23.

[6] How old was Jesus when He was baptized? _______________ years old.
Please read John 1:29-34.

[7] What form did the Spirit take that came down to Him? ___________________________________________
Picture of a dove 

descending on a man 

hip deep in water 

praying.

Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness

Immediately after He was baptized, Jesus went into the wilderness to fast and pray.  At the end of His time there Satan tempted Him.  Please read about Jesus' temptation in the wilderness in Matthew 4:1-11.

[8] After not eating for forty days how did Jesus feel?  _______________ 

Please read about Jesus' temptation in the wilderness in Mark 1:12-13.

[9] Who ministered to Jesus after His temptation?  __________________  

Please read about Jesus' temptation in the wilderness in Luke 4:1-13.

[10] Jesus began all of His answers to Satan in a similar way.  How? ________________________________
Picture of a man

pointing at rocks

laying on the ground.



___________________________________________________________________
1st John 2:16 says, "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world."  (NT XXX) Interestingly it is these three things that Satan uses to tempt us.  For instance look at how Eve was tempted in the garden in Genesis 3:6, "When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate." (OT XXX)
"Good for food" = "Lust of the flesh"

"Delight to the eyes" = "Lust of the eyes"

"Desirable to make one wise" = "Boastful pride of life"

[11] Sort the temptations of Satan in Matthew 4 and Luke 4 into these three categories:

Temptation in 1st John 2:16
Temptation in Matthew 4
Temptation in Luke 4

Lust of the Flesh



Lust of the Eyes



Pride of Life



The lesson for us to learn from this is that Jesus answered temptation with Scripture.  We should do the same.

First Disciples

John the Baptist sees Jesus after his return from the wilderness, and sends some of his own followers to follow Jesus instead.  Please read John 1:35-51 and answer the following questions:

[12]  What did John the Baptist call Jesus? _________________________________________ 

[13]  What are the names of the two disciples 

who follow Jesus in John 1:37? 

  ____________________________ and __________________________ 

[14] Who did Andrew lead to Jesus? ___________________________________
PICTURE

OF A LAMB

[15] Which is the first disciple Jesus found and called? ________________  

[16] Who did Philip lead to Jesus? ______________________  

[17] Who did Philip say wrote about Jesus? 

  ________________________ and __________________________ 

[18] What did Jesus promise the disciples would see?  _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________



PICTURE OF A MAN
SITTING UNDER A TREE




John 1:48  Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.".



PICTURE OF JESUS
TALKING TO HIS DISCIPLES




John 1:51  And he saith unto him, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man."

------------------------------------  ANSWERS  ------------------------------------

[1] What feast were they celebrating?  Passover Lk 2:41

[2] How old was Jesus?  Twelve Lk 2:42


Picture of young Jesus speaking in the temple
while men listen attentively.  
Caption reads, 
"… sitting with the Jewish teachers (Luke 2":46)



[3] What did the temple teachers think of Jesus?  His knowledge amazed them.  Lk 2:47

[4] Why did Jesus say John should baptize Him? To fulfill righteousness Mt 3:15

[5] What title did a Voice from heaven give Him? My Beloved Son Mt 3:17; Mk 1:11; Lk 3:22

[6] How old was Jesus when He was baptized? Approximately 30 years old Lk 3:23

[7] What form did the Spirit take that came down to Him? A dove Mt 3:16; Mk 1:10; Lk 3:22; Jn 1:32.

[8] After not eating for forty days how did Jesus feel?  Hungry Mt 4:2, Lk 4:2

[9] Who ministered to Jesus after His temptation?  Angels  Mt 4:11, Mk 1:13 , Lk 4:13

[10] Jesus began all of His answers to Satan in a similar way.  How?  
       He quoted Old Testament scriptures; "It is written," or "It is said."  Deut 6:13, 6:16, 8:3 (OT 137-139)
[11] Sort the temptations of Satan in Matthew 4 and Luke 4 into these three categories:

Temptation in 1st John 2:16
Temptation in Matthew 4
Temptation in Luke 4

Lust of the Flesh
Satisfy your hunger

Mt 4:3
Satisfy your hunger

Lk 4:3

Lust of the Eyes
Every glorious kingdom can be yours.                                 Mt 4:8-9
Every glorious kingdom can be yours.                                 Lk 4:5-7

Pride of Life
You are indestructible

Mt 4:5-6
You are indestructible

Lk 4:9-11

[12]  What did John the Baptist call Jesus? the Lamb of God Jn 1:36

[13]  What are the names of the two disciples who follow Jesus in John 1:37?

Andrew and Unknown.  Jn 1:40.  Only one of them is named. (  It might have been Philip.

[14] Who did Andrew lead to Jesus? Simon Peter Jn 1:40-42.

[15] Which is the first disciple Jesus found and called? Philip Jn 1:43

[16] Who did Philip lead to Jesus? Nathaniel Jn 1:40-42.

[17] Who did Philip say wrote about Jesus?  Moses and the Prophets Jn 1:45

[18] What did Jesus promise the disciples would see?  


The heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on Jesus.  Jn 1:51
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 (1) In Luke 2:48-51 Jesus says something His earthly parents do not understand.  How would you explain to them what Jesus said in verse 49?
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 (2) In Matthew 4:6 and Luke 4:10-11, Satan quotes Psalm 91:11-12.  Please read Psalm 91 (OT 432).  Were Satan's quotes a reasonable interpretation of Psalm 91?  Why?
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 (3) In John 1:38-29 two disciples ask Jesus a question and instead of telling them the answer, He shows them the answer.  This is usually how He answers me as well.  I am shown more than I am told.  Is this how He answers you?  Why do you think He does things this way?
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 (4) Which quote of Jesus from this lesson would you most like to commit to memory?
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Jesus?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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