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BC2 The Words of Jesus

Lesson 3 – Fishers of Men

Jesus Public Ministry Begins in Galilee

Jesus travels about Galilee preaching and teaching.  Galilee is a region of the land around the Sea of Galilee.  It was populated by Jews, but they are separated from the Jews who live around Jerusalem by an area where the Samaritans live.  We recommend that you quickly review these chapters: Matthew 4, Mark 1-2, Luke 4-5, and Matthew 9; to get a good context for this lesson.

Jesus Preaches at Nazareth

After being in the public ministry for some amount of time Jesus visits the synagogue in his home town of Nazareth.  A synagogue is a Jewish church.  They would gather their on the Sabbath day to worship God and discuss the Scriptures (what we call the Old Testament.)  Please read Luke 4:14-30 and answer the questions below:

[1A] Which book of the Old Testament did Jesus read from?  ____________
[1B] What did He claim about what He had read?
 ___________________________________________________________________
[1C] What did they try to do to Him?  ________________________________________
Please read Mark 6:1-6 and answer this question:

[1D] What kind of miracles was He able to perform.  _____________________________



Picture of Jesus
healing someone
by touching them.




Please read Matthew 13:54-58 and answer this question:

[1E] How many brother and sisters did Jesus have in Nazareth?
 ___________________________________________________________________
Calling of Four Disciples

Jesus called certain men that he chose to follow Him.  The story in Luke has many more details.  Without the details the behavior of the men as described in Matthew and Mark seems very odd, as if Jesus just forced them to do what he said.  In Luke, however, we see what He did, that made the men willing to follow Him so immediately.

Please read Luke 5:1-11 and answer his question:

[2A] What happened to the nets when Jesus told them where to fish.
 ___________________________________________________________________



Two men struggle to pull nets full of fish into a small boat.  Caption reads, "Luke 5:6 'They caught such a large number of fish that the nets were about to break'."




Please read Matthew 4:17-22 and answer the following questions:

[2B] What were Simon Peter and Andrew doing when He called them? _________________
[2C] What did Jesus tell them He was going to make them? _________________________
[2D] How long did they think about it before they followed Him? _____________________
Please read Mark 1:14-20 and answer the following questions:

[2E] When Jesus preached He told His listeners to do two things. What?  
 _____________________ and __________________________________________  



Picture of two men walking away from the shore of a lake, the one in the rear is dropping a half mended net on the ground.  Caption reads, "At once they left their nets.  (Mark 1:18)




[2F] What were James and John doing when He called them? ________________________
[2G] How long did they think about it before they followed Him?  ____________________
Matthew Levi Gives a Party for Jesus (Most scholars think his first name was Matthew and his last name was Levi.)
Jesus continues to preach and do mighty miracles.  He calls a tax collector named Matthew Levi to be his disciple.  Tax collectors were not well liked by the Jews, much more so than the way we might feel about tax collectors today.  Tax collectors were Jews who worked for the Romans collecting taxes for them.  They were looked on as traitors who sold out to the conquering Romans for money.  Most Jews would have nothing to do with them socially or any other way if they could avoid it.

Please read Luke 5:27-39 and answer the following questions:

[3A] What was Levi doing when Jesus called Him? _______________________________
[3B] What did Levi do for Jesus?
 ___________________________________________________________________

[3C] Who asked the question about fasting?  ___________________________________

Please read Mark 2:13-22 and answer the following questions:

[3D] Who needs a physician? ________________
[3E] Who asked the question about fasting?  ____________________________________

[3F] What happens when you sew old and new cloth together?___________________________________________________________________
Man points with disapproving expression on his face towards a group of people sitting at a table eating.  Caption reads, "Mark 2:18 'Why is it that the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees fast, but yours do not?'"

Please read Matthew 9:9-17 and answer the following questions:  

[3G] Who asked the question about fasting?  ___________________________________
[3H] What happens when you put new wine in old wine skins? 
___________________________________

___________________________________
A line of sick, blind, and crippled people are walking in a line.  Caption reads, "Jesus said to them, 'It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners'."



Please answer this question based on all three of the above passages:

[3I] Who asked the question about fasting? ____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
------------------------------------  ANSWERS  ------------------------------------

[1A] Which book of the Old Testament did Jesus read from?  Isaiah  Lk 4:17

[1B] What did He claim about what He had read?  That He had fulfilled this prophesy in front of them.  Lk 4:21

[1C] What did they try to do to Him?  Throw Him off a cliff  Lk 4:29

[1D] What kind of miracles was He able to perform.  Healing a few sick people  Mk 6:5

[1E] How many brother and sisters did Jesus have in Nazareth?  4 brothers and 2 or more sisters Mt 13:55-56
There had to be at least two sisters because it says, "sisters" not just "sister."

[2A] What happened to the nets when Jesus told them where to fish.  
There were so many fish the nets were breaking.  Lk 5:4-7

[2B] What were Simon Peter and Andrew doing when He called them? Fishing Mt 4:18 
Pulling in nets so full they were sinking the boats perhaps?

[2C] What did Jesus tell them He was going to make them?  Fishers of men Mt 4:19

[2D] How long did they think about it before they followed Him? No time at all Mt 4:20

[2E] When Jesus preached He told His listeners to do two things. What? 
Repent and believe in the Gospel  Mark 1:15

[2F] What were James and John doing when He called them? Mending fishing nets Mk 1:19 
From where they were broken by all the fish that had miraculously appeared?

[2G] How long did they think about it before they followed Him?  No time at all.  Mk 1:20

[3A] What was Levi doing when Jesus called Him? Collecting taxes Lk 5:27

[3B] What did Levi do for Jesus?  Gave a big reception (party) for Him  Lk 5:29

[3C] Who asked the question about fasting?  Pharisees and Scribes Lk 5:30 and 33

[3D] Who needs a physician? Sick people Mk 2:17

[3E] Who asked the question about fasting?  John's Disciples and the Pharisees Mk 2:18

[3F] What happens when you sew old and new cloth together?  
When you wash it the new cloth shrinks causing damage to your work.  Mk 2:21

In the days of Christ the cloth they had was not like the synthetic material that we have today.  They all shrank when washed for the first time.  Of course, today we have pre-shrunk wool and pre-shrunk cotton but in those days they did not have pre-shrunk material.  Let’s say they a pair of pants and the knee was worn out.  The pants have been washed several times and have shrunk the maximum shrinkage amount.  If they put a new patch of cloth on it and washed it, what happened to the new patch?  It shrank but the old did not shrink any more, it had shrunk as much as it could.  So the new patch tore away.  In other words the two materials are incompatible.

[3G] Who asked the question about fasting?  John's Disciples Mt 9:14

[3H] What happens when you put new wine in old wind skins? 
As the wine goes through the aging process it breaks the old dried out skins, and is lost.  Mt 9:17

The wine makers used sheepskin or goatskin for bottles.  When they made wine they put this wine in and they allowed it to ferment in the skin.  Now new skin is flexible; it’s soft, and, when the wine fermented, it expanded and the skin expanded with it.  No problem.  Then, after so many days, it was mature; it was ready for selling.  They would sell it gradually or use it and when the wine was finished the skin was no longer usable to make new wine.  The 
Picture of a wine skin

reasons were, first, the wineskin had stretched to its maximum capacity.  Second, when the wine was gone it did not shrink back.  It remained stretched and it dried.  So if you put new wine into it, it would have to expand further and the skin would not take it.  It would burst and he would lose the bottle and the wine at the same time.

[3I] Who asked the question about fasting?  John's Disciples, the Pharisees and Scribes Mt 9:14, Mk 2:18 and Lk 5:30 and 33.  Just because a write does not mention everyone who was there does not mean they were not there.
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 (1) When Jesus preached at Nazareth in Luke 4:16-30, it made them so angry they tried to kill Him.  Why?  What made them angry?
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 (2) Opposite to what I said in this lesson, some theologians say that the calling of Peter, Andrew, John and James as described in Matthew 4:17-22 and Mark 1:14-20 is really a different event altogether than the one in Luke 5:1-11.  Which seems more reasonable to you, and why?  (Hopefully by now you know it is OK to disagree with me.)
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 (3) In Matthew 9:16-17; Mark 2:21-22; and Luke 5:36-39 Jesus tells two parables.  He is not really talking about cloth and wine bottles.  What is He talking about?
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 (4) Which quote of Jesus from this lesson would you most like to memorize?
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Jesus?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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