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BC2 The Words of Jesus

Lesson 2 – Private Conversations

Four conversations of Jesus – Mary, Nicodemus, a Samaritan Woman & a Nobleman

We are going to look at four private conversations in this lesson: one between Jesus and His mother, Mary; between Jesus and Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin; between Jesus and a Samaritan woman, and finally with a nobleman about his suffering son.  We recommend before going on with this lesson that you quickly read over John chapters 2 through 4.  That will give you the context for this lesson, as you read the assigned passages more carefully.

Mary & His First Miracle

Jesus attends a wedding feast with His family and disciples. His mother talks to Him about helping the host.  Please read John 2:1-12 and answer the following questions.

[1A] Where was the wedding held?  ______________________________ 

[1B] How many twenty to thirty gallon water pots were there?  ______ 

[1C] How good was the wine Jesus created?
__________________________________________________________________





Jesus directs a servant to fill large pots with water.  
In the background a group of people are gathered around a table.  
Caption reads, "Fill these jars with water." (John 2:7)








Nicodemus Visits by Night

Nicodemus was a member of the Sanhedrin.  The Sanhedrin was to the Jews a sort of Legislature and Supreme Court rolled up into one.  The members of it were typically, wealthy, influential, and well educated.  Nicodemus was also a Pharisee.  The Pharisees were like a religious denomination and political party rolled up into one.  They struggled with another group called the Sadducees for control of the Sanhedrin.  They were very legalist and mystical in their religious views.  They had many strict rules they believed were from God, but were really just stuff they made up.  They believed in angels and the resurrection of the dead.  If the other Pharisee's knew that Nicodemus was seeking counsel and guidance from Jesus they would have probably kicked him out of their group.  That might explain why he came to Jesus by night.

Please read John 3:1-21 and answer the following questions:

[2A] Jesus said the requirement for seeing the kingdom of God was what?
__________________________________________________________________
[2B] Jesus said the requirement for entering the kingdom of God was what?
__________________________________________________________________
[2C] That which is born of flesh is what?  __________
[2D] That which is born of Spirit is what?  ____________ 

[2E] Why must the Son of Man (Jesus) be lifted up?  
__________________________________________________________________
[2F] Why do some men prefer darkness?
__________________________________________________________________



Man consults with Jesus in the shadows.




Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews;  came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."  Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  

Samaritan Woman at the Well

Samaritan's were the descendants of the Northern Kingdom.  They were the remnants of the ten tribes of Israel carried off into captivity 750 years before.  The Jews, who were from the Southern Kingdom, were the descendants of the tribe of Judah.  The Jews worshipped God in the temple at Jerusalem.  The Samaritan's, on the other hand, worshipped God on a mountain top near a town called Sychar.  This was the place the tabernacle of God had been for about four hundred years, from the time the chosen people came out of Egypt, until King David moved it to Jerusalem.  In fact, there are still people in Israel today that worship on that same mountain.  The Jews and Samaritans were not friendly with each other at all, and did not deal with each other if they could avoid it.

Drawing water from a well was hard, hot work usually done by the women of the household.  It was generally done very early in the morning or at twilight when it was cooler.  It was also a social occasion when the women exchanged family news and talked about things that interested them.  If a woman was drawing water at the middle of the day (like the sixth hour), she was probably either a person with an active night life, like a prostitute, or a social outcast for some reason, perhaps both.

Please read John 4:5-26 and answer the following questions. 

[3A] Where were the disciples when the conversation started?  _________________
[3B] What did Jesus ask the woman to give Him?   ___________________________
[3C] What happens to someone who drinks living water?______________________

___________________________
[3D] How many times had the woman been married?  __________
[3E] What is the first thing she asks Him about when she realizes He is a prophet.  
__________________________________________________________________
Picture of 
Jesus sitting on edge of well
as woman carrying
empty water jar approaches. 
Caption reads, 
"Give me a drink of water." (John 4:7)

[3F] Who does Jesus tell her He is?  ______________________
At this point the disciples return and the woman goes and spreads the Good News in her city.  The people come out to see Jesus and are convinced He is Who He claims to be.  Please read John 4:27-42 and answer the following questions:

[3G] What is the food that satisfies Jesus? 
__________________________________________________________________
[3H] What convinced the Samaritans to believe?  __________________
A Nobleman & the Second Miracle of Jesus

All we really know about this "nobleman" is that he was a "nobleman."  This probably meant he was wealthy, influential, and belonged to the circle of friends and supporters around King Herod. Please read John 4:46-54 and answer the following questions.

[4A] How sick was the man's son?  ____________________________
[4B] What happened when Jesus told the man that his son was going to live? 
__________________________________________________________________
A man kneels before Jesus.
The royal official said to Jesus, 

"Sir, come down before my child dies."

Jesus said to him, "Go; your son lives." 

The man believed the word that 

Jesus spoke to him and started off.



------------------------------------  ANSWERS  ------------------------------------

[1A] Where was the wedding held?  Cana of Galilee Jn 2:1 & 2:11

[1B] How many twenty to thirty gallon water pots were there?  Six Jn 2:6 That is about 150 gallons total.

[1C] How good was the wine Jesus created?  Better than what was served at first Jn 2:10

[2A] Jesus said the requirement for seeing the kingdom of God was what?  Being born again Jn 3:3

[2B] Jesus said the requirement for entering the kingdom of God was what?  
Being born of water and the Spirit Jn 3:5

[2C] That which is born of flesh is what?  Flesh Jn 3:6

[2D] That which is born of Spirit is what?  Spirit Jn 3:6

[2E] Why must the Son of Man (Jesus) be lifted up?  So that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.  
Jn 3:14-15  For extra credit read the story of Moses lifting up the serpent in Numbers 24:4-9 (OT XXX)
[2F] Why do some men prefer darkness?  Because their deeds are evil.  Jn 3:19

[3A] Where were the disciples when the conversation started?  Grocery shopping Jn 4:8

[3B] What did Jesus ask the woman to give Him?  A drink of water Jn 4:10

[3C] What happens to someone who drinks living water? 
 He will never thirst for it again and live forever  Jn 4:14

[3D] How many times had the woman been married?  Five Jn 4:18

[3E] What is the first thing she asks Him about when she realizes He is a prophet.  
Where true worship should take place Jn 4:19-20

[3F] Who does Jesus tell her He is?  The Messiah Jn 4:25-26

[3G] What is the food that satisfies Jesus?  Doing God's will and work.  Jn 4:34

[3H] What convinced the Samaritans to believe?  His word  Jn 4:41-42

[4A] How sick was the man's son?  Close to death Jn 4:47

[4B] What happened when Jesus told the man that his son was going to live?  The man believed Him.  Jn 4:50
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 (1)  In John 2:4, Jesus says to His mother, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come."  What was He talking about?
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 (2) Explain John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."
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 (3) In the story of the nobleman's son, (John 4:46-54), how was the boy healed?
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 (4) Which quote of Jesus from this lesson would you most like to memorize?
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Jesus?  About the Bible?  About anything?

[image: image8.png]


 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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