SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION STARTERS

This list is not designed to be pulled out of your pocket or purse as you start talking to someone. These are given to demonstrate the variety of ways that a conversation can be steered to a deeper spiritual level. 


Picture of two men chained to a stone wall in a small cell.  A helmeted man looks in barred window at them.




Paul and Silas in Jail talking to guard

· Are you a member of an accountability or nurturing group in your church? 

· Are you comfortable with God's guidelines and laws for living? 

· Are you involved in a church? Are you personally acquainted with the pastor? 

· Do you attend the worship services of your church? 

· Do you feel close to God? 

· Do you feel there are any barriers between you and God? 

· Do you feel you are growing spiritually? 

· Do you feel you are living up to what you feel God expects of you? 

· Do you give much thought to God and spiritual things? 

· Do you like religious music? Kinds? Favorites? 

· Do you read the Bible?  Do you understand what you read? 

· Do you think God has a plan for your life? 

· Do you trust God with your future? 

· Do you understand the way to forgiveness and what it means? 

· Does Bible reading help in living? How? 

· Does God (or a Higher Power) seem personal to you? 

· Has being ill ever made any difference in your thinking or feeling about God or your religious faith? 

· Have you ever done anything for which you feel God could not forgive you? 

· Have you ever felt anything against God? 

· How do you feel about suffering? 

· How do you feel about your upbringing and your awareness of spiritual things? 

· How do you think a person begins a personal relationship with God? 

· How is God working in your life right now? 

· How would you describe your life with God now? 

· Is prayer a meaningful part of your devotional life? 

· Is religion or God important to you? In what ways? If not, is there any particular reason why not? 

· Is your church helpful to you? 

· On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being closest to God), where do you see yourself in relationship with God? Where do you want to be? How do you see yourself moving closer to God?  How can I help you to get to where you would like to be? 

· Tell me about your church background; did you go to church as a child? 

· Tell me about your most memorable spiritual experience. 

· What do you like most about your church's teachings? 

· What do you think is a person's greatest spiritual need? 

· What factors or influences bring you nearer to God? 

· What gives most meaning to your life? 

· What has God done for you? 

· What is your picture of God? 

· What kinds of devotional readings do you like? What are your favorite authors, writings? 

· What would renew your sense of closeness with God? 

· What, or who, are your sources of strength in your day-to-day living? 

· When did you feel closest to God? 

· When you are ill, do you have feelings that God is punishing you or that it is His will for you to be sick? 

· When you have problems or crises, how do you manage to get through them? 

· Wouldn't you like to have faith in something? 



Picture of man facing upwards with closed eyes.  Hands are raised and in one hand is a Bible. He is behind bars.





The sinner's Prayer

“Father, I know that I have broken your laws and my sins have separated me from you. I am truly sorry, and now I want to turn away from my past sinful life toward you. Please forgive me, and help me avoid sinning again. I believe that your son, Jesus Christ died for my sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive, and hears my prayer. I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life, to rule and reign in my heart from this day forward. Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey You, and to do Your will for the rest of my life. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.”










