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BC1 Basic Christianity  Lesson 8 – Showing Others



Read what Jesus said right before He ascended into heaven in Matthew 28:18-20 (NT 26).  

[1] Jesus instructed them to go into how many nations making followers or disciples?  _____________________

Since he told them to teach these new followers to do the same, it means that, we as followers of Jesus, are also expected to tell others about Jesus.  However, not all of us are meant to be missionaries or evangelists.  Nor are we all to be pastors, preachers, teachers, or apologists.  These are all special offices of the church.  It may be God will raise you up to be one of these.  On the other 
Picture of a globe made up of various peoples faces.  Caption reads, "That all peoples may know Him.

hand, we do all have a responsibility to show Christ to others.  This showing others is called witnessing.

[2] Read 2nd Corinthians 5:20 (NT 142) and fill in this blank. "Therefore, we are __________________ for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God."

As God's ambassador or representative we have been authorized to beg on behalf of Christ for reconciliation between God and the lost.  Why would an all powerful God be willing to beg one little person?  God is not going to take away their free will.  If they do not choose to stop rebelling against God, He will send them to Hell forever.  God does not want to do that, so we are authorized to beg.

Doesn't it take special training to be a witness for Jesus?  Yes and no.  There is a lot we can learn about witnessing for Jesus, and as we have a chance, we should learn as much as we can.  However, a person who has only known Jesus 5 minutes is fully qualified to begin to witness to others.  You were there when you were saved weren't you?  You can tell people what happened can't you?  What happened before, during, and after your salvation?  You can tell anyone about that. 

It would be a good idea for you to write down what happened to you.  I am not suggesting you carry your testimony around in your pocket, and read it to people, but if you will write it down, it will help you get it straight in your mind, and make it easier to tell others about it.  

As you write your testimony think about these questions: Before you came to Christ, where were you spiritually? How did that affect you -- your feelings, attitudes, actions, and relationships? Before you became a believer, what were some ways God began drawing you to Christ?  What motivated you to invite Christ into your life as Lord and Savior? Exactly, how did you come to Christ, receive His forgiveness, and submit to His Lordship? If a particular church or person played a big part in your salvation, what did they do and say? Who and what do you remember from your first few days of being saved? What changed in your life after you accepted Jesus as your Savior? 

Read Acts 26:4-23 (NT 115) for an example of a written testimony.  Paul talks about what he was like before he was saved (Verses 4-11), how he was saved (Verses 12-18), and what happened after he was saved (Verses 19-23).

[3] Where was Paul when he met Jesus?  _______________________

It is possible that people may ask you questions to which you do not know the answer.  Just say, "I do not know," and then tell them what you do know, that Jesus Christ saved you and how it happened.

Bringing others to Christ is almost always a team effort.  God does not need us any more than we need our children to do chores around the house.  Indeed it would often be easier to do those chores ourselves.  If it was His will, He could meet everyone as He did Paul, without an ambassador.  However, most of the time, God wants us to be involved because He loves us.  It is our privilege and duty to give our testimony for Jesus.  Most people become Christians only after many different people have witnessed to them.  Wrap it all in prayer:

Before witnessing to others

We pray for the lost and study God's Word

The Holy Spirit prepares their hearts to listen

During witnessing to others

We pray for the lost and tell what we know

The Holy Spirit convinces them of their need for the Savior

After witnessing to others

We pray for the lost or recently saved.

We plan and pray for our next witnessing opportunity for the lost.

We encourage the recently saved into fellowship and discipleship

The Holy Spirit reaches and teaches them

A couple of important "Do Nots":

Do not judge or condemn them.  It is one thing to preach about sin from the pulpit, it is quite another to accuse someone face to face.  Yes, they do need to be aware of their rebellious condition, but be careful, that if you make them aware of it, you do so in love.  If you are too harsh, they will cut you off, and not listen any more.  Most of the time if you talk kindly with them long enough, and the Holy Spirit has already been working on them, they will tell you about their sin.  Most of the time people are already painfully aware of their own sins.

Do not argue.  If they have to lose an argument to get saved, they will probably just stay lost.  It is amazing how many people would rather go to Hell than "lose face."

An important "Do:"  Listen to them.  Do not cut them off or contradict them.  Just listen to them.  If you do listen to them, they will probably feel obligated to listen to you in return.  You do not have to tell them what is wrong with anything they said.  (See "do nots" above.)  Just tell them the truth about what Jesus Christ did for you, and let the Holy Spirit do the rest.

If you do not tell your family about the Gospel, how will they hear?

If you do not show your friends Jesus Christ, how will they see Him?

If you do not love the people around you, how will they come to know the love of God?

If not you, who?

If not now, when?
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of God.  Caption reads, "The Lamb of God was sacrificed for our sins."  Superimposed scripture quote says, "But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." Rom 5:8.  Subscript under picture says, "Jesus was buried and three days later rose from the dead.  Because of His sacrifice, anyone can now receive the gift of eternal life."



Picture of kneeling man with his hands covering his face.  He is saying, "Lord, I know I'm a sinner.  I repent of my sins… Please come into my heart and save me.




------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1] All

[2] Ambassadors

[3] The Road to Damascus

See also 1st Corinthians 2:1-5; 2nd Corinthians 4:7; Acts 1:8; John 4:29; Psalm 2:8; John 1:40-42; Proverbs 29:25; John 12:32; and Luke 5:1-11
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Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
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 (1) Describe your situation, circumstances, attitudes, relationships, and beliefs before you became a Christian. (or if you are not yet a Christian, please describe you current situation … beliefs, etc.)
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 (2) Describe the people, events, conversations, and ideas, that made you decide to become a Christian.  (or if you are not yet a Christian, please explain why you are not.)
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 (3) Describe what the Lord has done with your life, heart, and mind since you became a Christian.  (or if you are not yet a Christian, please explain why you are studying this lesson.)
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 (4) Other than the verses you wrote in previous lessons do you have a passage of scripture memorized?  If so, please write it here from memory.  If not, please write Matthew 28:18-20 (NT 26) or 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NT 142)
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions about this lesson?  About Christianity?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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 (8) How do you want you name to be shown on your course certificate?
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