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BC1 Basic Christianity  Lesson 6 – Scriptures
How do I study God’s Word?

In this lesson we are going to look at ten basic rules that make up what we call a "Bible Reading Guide" plus one overriding consideration.  The rules are listed to the right.  They conclude with the most important consideration of all, "Expect to find Jesus everywhere in the Bible."  The whole book is about Him.

Picture of a large crowd of people on a beach.  A light from above spotlights Jesus.  Caption reads, "Can you find Jesus?"


Bible Reading Guide - Psalm 119

Is 55:9-12, Rom 10:17

[1]  Keep in mind at all times that it is God's Word.

2 Tim 3:15-17, Psalm 85:8

[2]  Pray for divine help and spiritual illumination.

Psalm 119:18, 2 Peter 1:19-21, 1 Cor 2:12-14

[3]  Expect God to teach you something.

2 Tim 2:15, Act 17:11

[4]  Read with faith and obedience

1 Sam 3:9-10, Psalm 1

Heb 4:2, Psalm 119:160, James 1:22, John 7:17

[5]  Engage your heart as well as your mind.

Psalm 119:103, Psalm 119:127

Psalm 119:2, Rom 15:4,

[6]  Read frequently and with a plan.

Luke 4:16, Dan 6:10, Deut 8:3, Matt 4:4

[7]  Remember what you read.

Psalm 119:16, Deut 6:6, Rom 12:1-2

[8]  Include meditation and prayer.

Ps 63:5, Ps 119.97, Ps 1:2, Eph 6:10-24, 

Matt 6:9-13, Luke 11:2-4, John 17

[9]  Talk about what you read.

Deut 6:6-7, Psalm 119:13, 27, 46, 108 & 172

[10] Keep in mind why God gave us the Bible.

Rom 15:4, Luke 1:2-4, John 5:39

Acts 10:43, Acts 13:32-33, Hebrews 9:15

EXPECT TO FIND JESUS EVERYWHERE

John 5:39, Acts 10:43, Acts 13:32-33



[1]  Keep in mind at all times that it is God's Word.  Read 2nd Timothy 3:15-17 (NT 166).  What does it say is given by inspiration of God?  ________________________________

We need to respect and treasure it.  Remember that God is all knowing and all wise.  It would be very easy to just ignore hard to understand passages and move to the next passage.  It is God's word, however, and therefore deserves our attention.  Take the time to apply all these principles and watch God work understanding in your heart.

[2]  Pray for divine help and spiritual illumination.  You will need the Holy Spirit's guidance to learn from the scriptures.  Read Psalm 119:18  (OT 444).  What does the Psalmist ask God to do so that he might behold wondrous things out of God's law?  ______________________________  God wrote the Bible.  Only He can fully explain it to you.

[3]  Expect God to teach you something.  You prayed, expect God to answer.  Read Acts 17:11 (NT 107).  How often did they search the scriptures expecting to find in them the truth?   _____________  Read for yourself; impartially, and without prejudice. In every passage, try to have before your mind the whole scene, and all the circumstances.  Compare passage with passage.  Examine yourself on what you have read.  Make a careful and cautious use of commentaries.  Read with unbroken attention.

[4]  Read with faith and obedience.  Be willing to obey what you find in the Scriptures. Believe what you read.  Let all that you read be applied to yourself, in the way of self-examination.  Read James 1:22 (NT 178).  Besides hearing the word what else are we supposed to do?  ______________________________

How do you expect the Holy Spirit to talk to you if you do not believe what he says?  How long would you bother to pour your heart out to someone who was not listening?  If you only obey, when you agree you are not really obeying.

[5]  Engage your heart as well as your mind.  Seek to have your emotions engaged while you read.  These are not a collection of myths.  The stories in the Bible really happened to real people.  Imagine how they must have felt.  Cherish the Scriptures.  

Read Romans 15:4 (NT 128).  What emotion does it say we might experience from the patient acceptance of the comfort of the scriptures?  __________ 


Picture of a man in a storm, holds his hat on his head and his collar closed as he comes out of the dark into a huge Bible opened as if it is a door, with light streaming out into the darkness.  Caption reads, "Haven in a Storm."

[6]  Read frequently and with a plan.  Set apart a special time for devotional reading.  Read with patience and self-denial.  Read the Bible more than you read any thing else.  Read the Bible daily.  Let your daily portion be of proper length; neither too much nor too little.  Read Matthew 4:4 (NT 2).  Besides food what does it say we need in order to be able to live?  _________________________________  

How often do you eat?  How often do you read God's word?  Read with a plan so that you do not read one part of the Bible a lot and another part only a little.  Complete one book before you begin another.  You can observe better how the Bible is all connected together, everything in its proper place as the writer intended, if you read it a lot.  Read the Bible abundantly.  A good plan is to read the New Testament twice and the Old Testament once each year.

[7]  Remember what you read.  Fill your memory with all that you read in the Bible.  Commit to memory some portion of Scripture frequently.  Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (OT 137).  Where is His word to be kept?  ____________________ How much scripture do you have memorized?  Do not memorize comfort verses only.  Also memorize duty verses.  

[8]  Include meditation and prayer.  Think about what you have read even when your Bible is not open in front of you.  How do you expect to apply something to your life, if you do not think about it?  Read Psalm 1:1-6 (OT 393) How often does the Psalmist meditate on God's word?  ____________________  

Much of Scripture is prayer.  The Lord's Prayer, (Matt 6:9-13 (NT 4), Luke 11:2-4 (NT 55))  Jesus' prayer for his disciples in John's Gospel, (John 17 (NT 87)) etc.  Also, many Psalms are really prayers.  Use God's own words in your prayers to him.  

[9]  Talk about what you read.  Frequently converse with others about what you have been reading.  Often Christian friends can help us better understand what we have read.  Surely our non-Christian friends need to hear about God's word.  Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (OT 137), When are we to talk about God's word?

(A) ________________________________________

(B) ________________________________________

(C) ________________________________________

(D) ________________________________________

(E) ________________________________________

We talk about movies we see and other books we read.  Why not the Bible?  Are we ashamed?  

[10] Keep in mind why God gave us the Bible.  In all your reading, remember that reading the Bible is for your own good.  God did not write it as some exercise for an English Literature course.  Read John 20:30-31 (NT 90).  Why did John write his Gospel account?  __________________________________________________

Also see Luke 1:1-4 (NT 43)  

[11] Expect to find Jesus everywhere!
Read John 5:39 (NT 75). 

[11A] Who is testified of in the Scriptures?  __________

According to Acts 10:38-43 (NT 101).
[11B] All the prophets give witness to who? _________

------------------------------------  ANSWERS  ------------------------------------

 [1]
All Scripture

 [2]
He prays for opened eyes. 

 [3]
Daily 

 [4]
Be doers of the word.

 [5]
Hope 

 [6]
every word of God  

 [7]
In our heart

 [8]
day and night
 [9]
(A) When teaching Children


(B) When sitting in your house  


(C) When you are walking


(D) When you go to bed 


(E) When you get up

[10]
So that we might believe and have life

[11]
(A) Jesus


(B) Jesus
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 (1) Psalm 119 (OT 444-448) is broken into 22 sections of 8 verses each.  Each section is named for a letter in the Hebrew alphabet.  Pick just one of these 22 sections and explain what you think those 8 verses mean.
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 (2) Read Isaiah 55:9-12(OT 526) .  Explain what you think it means.
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 (3) Explain your plan for reading the whole Bible.  If you do not have a plan for reading the whole Bible, explain why you do not have a one.
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 (4) Other than the verses you wrote in previous lessons write a verse here from memory.  If you do not know one, please write Psalm 119:105 (OT 446):
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Christianity?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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