OLD TESTAMENT

Books
# Ch
Abbr.
Alternate Abbreviations
Grouping

Genesis
50 
Gen
Ge, Gn, 1 Mos (First book of Moses)
Books of Moses, the Torah, the Pentateuch, or the Law of Moses, or simply the Law, or simply Moses

Exodus
40 
Exd
Ex, Exo, 2 Mos


Leviticus
27 
Lev
Lv, Levi, Le, 3 Mos, 3rd Mos, III Mos


Numbers
36 
Nbr
Num, Nu, 4 Mo, IV Mos


Deuteronomy
34 
Dtr
Dt, Deu, Deut, 5 Mos, 5th Mos, V Mos


Joshua
24 
Jsh
Jos, Josh
Historical books or Former Prophets

Judges
21 
Jdg
Jud


Ruth
4 
Rth
Ru, Rut, Rts


1 Samuel
31 
1Sa
1 Sam, 1st Sam, I Sam, 1 Sml


2 Samuel
24 
2Sa
2 Sam, 2nd Sml, II Sm


1 Kings
22 
1Ki
1 Kgs, I Kg, 1st Kgs


2 Kings
25 
2Ki
2 Kgs, 2nd Kgs, II Ki


1 Chronicles
29 
1Ch
1 Chr, I Cro, 1st Ch, 1 Kr


2 Chronicles
36 
2Ch
2 Chr, 2nd Ch, II Chr, 2 Kr


Ezra
10 
Ezr
Eza, Esr


Nehemiah
13 
Neh
Nhm, Ne


Esther
10 
Est
Eth, Es


Job
42 
Job
Jb, Jbs
Books of Poetry, or sometimes all five books together are called "Psalms" in the New Testament because they shared the same scroll as Psalms and Psalms was the largest book.

Psalm
150 
Psa
Ps, Slm, Sal


Proverbs
31 
Prv
Prov, Pro, Pr


Ecclesiastes
12 
Ecc
Eccl


Song of Solomon 
8 
SOS
Sng, Song, Cant (Because also called Canticles)


Isaiah
66 
Is
Isa, Ish
Major Prophets or together with the "Minor Prophets" below, the Latter Prophets, or both of these combined with the historical books simply "the Prophets"

Jeremiah
52 
Jer
Jrm, Jmh


Lamentations
5 
Lam
Lm, La


Ezekiel
48 
Ezk
Eze, Ezek


Daniel
12 
Dan
Dnl, Da, Dn


Hosea
14 
Hos
Hsh,  Hse
Minor Prophets or see above for larger groupings.  The term "Minor" is not meant to be a description of their importance.  It just means these books are shorter.  They may have all been on one scroll, while the "Major" prophets each had a scroll of their own.

Joel
3 
Jol
Joe


Amos
9 
Am
Ams, Amo


Obadiah
1 
Ob
Obd, Oba


Jonah
4 
Jnh
Jon, Jona


Micah
7 
Mic
Mch, Mi, Mik


Nahum
3 
Nah
Nhm, Na


Habakkuk
3 
Hab
Hbk


Zephaniah
3 
Zep
Zph


Haggai
2 
Hag
Ha, Hg


Zechariah
14 
Zec
Zch


Malachi
4 
Mal
Mlc, Mlk


The Bible was written by over 40 men over a period of over 1,600 years.  For some of the historical books, which cover hundreds of years, they were written by a series of unknown scribes, who recorded events, as they happened.  The first five books are called the books of Moses, because he wrote some of them, edited some of them, and is the topic of the rest.  David wrote much of Psalms.  The prophecies were written by the man for whom they are named, or by a scribe working under that prophet.  Proverbs, Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastes were written by Solomon.  Both Jews and Christians regard these Old Testament books as God's Word.

NEW TESTAMENT

Books
# Ch
Abbr
Alternate Abbreviations
Grouping

Gospel of Matthew
28 
Mat
Mt, Mtt, Matt, 
Gospels (Sometimes grouped with Acts and called New Testament History)

Gospel of Mark
16 
Mrk
Mk, Mr, Mar


Gospel of Luke
24 
Luk
Lk, Lu


Gospel of John
21 
Jon
Jn, Joh


The Acts of Apostles
28 
Act
Ac, Aoa, Acts
See note above

Epistle to the Romans
16 
Rom
Rm, Rms
Epistles of Paul (Sometimes includes Hebrews depending on who you believe the author of Hebrews to be.)

1st Epistle to the Corinthians
16 
1Co
1 Cor, 1st Cr, I Cor


2nd Epistle to the  Corinthians
13 
2Co
2 Cor, 2nd Cr, II Cor


Epistle to the Galatians
6 
Gal
Ga, Glt


Epistle to the Ephesians
6 
Eph
Ep, Epe


Epistle to the Philippians
4 
Php
Pp, Phi


Epistle to the Colossians
4 
Col
Cs, Cls


1st Epistle to the Thessalonians
5 
1Th
1 Thess, 1st Th, I Th


2nd  Thessalonians
3 
2Th
2 Thess, 2nd Th, II Th


1st Epistle to Timothy
6 
1Ti
1 Tim, 1st Tim, I Tim


2nd Epistle to Timothy
4 
2Ti
2Tm, 2nd Tim, II Tim


Epistle to Titus
3 
Tit
Tt


Epistle to Philemon
1 
Phm
Pm


Epistle to the Hebrews
13 
Heb
Hb, Hbr, Hebr
See notes above and below

Epistle of James
5 
Jam
Ja, Jas
General Epistles (Sometimes includes Hebrews depending on who you believe the author of Hebrews to be.)

1st Epistle of Peter
5 
1Pe
1 Pt, 1st Pet, I Ptr


2nd Epistle of Peter
3 
2Pe
2 Pt, 2nd Ptr, II Pet


1st Epistle of John
5 
1Jn
1 Jon, 1st Jhn, I Jn


2nd Epistle of John
1 
2Jn
2 Jon, 2nd Jn, II Jhn


3rd Epistle of John
1 
3Jn
3 Jn, 3rd Jhn, III Jon


Epistle of Jude
1 
Jud
Jd, Ju


Revelation or Apocalypse of John
22 
Rev
Rv, Apc, Apoc
Sometimes called New Testament prophecy.  Sometimes included with the general epistles because it is addressed to 7 churches in Asia.

The problem with abbreviations of Bible books is there is no standard.  We have tried to be consistent in our courses, but it is difficult, when the sources we use have a variety of ways, that they abbreviate.  It is easy to copy their abbreviation, without noticing that it might be confusing.  Above are some of the common abbreviations, but this is not all of the ways, the books can be abbreviated.  Most of the confusion comes between John, Jonah & to some extent Joel; Philippians & Philemon; Jude & Judges; Ezra, Ezekiel & to some extent Exodus; Zephaniah & Zechariah; and Chronicles and Corinthians.  

The New Testament was written between about 50 AD and 100 AD by Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, James, Peter, Jude and possibly one unknown author.  Some people think Paul wrote Hebrews, others have different theories.  Paul, Luke, and John each wrote about one fourth of the New Testament, with the other fourth divided among the rest.  The New Testament books are named for their author, except for Acts which was written by Luke, Revelation which was written by John, Hebrews whose author is in dispute, and the letters, or epistles, of Paul, which are named according to who was getting the letter.  Some people believe Mark was the name of the scribe, who wrote his gospel based on Peter's account.  Some people believe Luke wrote his gospel under the supervision of Paul.  Maybe, maybe not.  What we do know is that early Christians considered these 27 books the Word of God.  So should we all.

