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BC1 Basic Christianity  Lesson 1 – Salvation



Unlike other religions Christianity is not about obeying a lot of rules and laws.  Christianity is about putting your trust in Jesus Christ.  Why do we need to do that?  We know the difference between right and wrong, and yet we often choose wrong.  Why?  A long time ago our great-great-great etc. grand father, Adam, decided that he would rather do things his own way, rather than listen to his Creator, God.  That led to the ruin of everything.  Now we live in a world under the control of evil.  Unless we decide not to follow Adam, but rather follow God, we are doomed to stay under the control of evil forever.  Our lives will become more and more like death until there is only death.

However, there is a problem with deciding to follow God.  God can not accept evil followers.  His followers must be good.  We are not good, so we can not be His followers.  That would be the end of the story, and the end of us, but God has a plan for saving us from this problem.  He came into the world as a human being, Jesus Christ, and died that death for us.  Since he died the death, we no longer have to become dead.  The blood Jesus Christ shed for us when He died cleanses us from our wrongness and death, and we can become His followers.  When we put our trust in Him, He puts His Holy Spirit within us.  At that moment we are born again.  Even as our physical body sickens and dies over time, this new spiritual life within us becomes more and more like Him, until finally we will escape this place of evil, and join Him in the heavenly places, forever.

There is a great deal more to learn about Christianity, but that is all you really have to know.  It is about Him, not us.  It is about what He has done, is doing, and will do.  It is not about what we have done, are doing, or will do.  If you trust Jesus Christ, your final place in the universe changes from death to life.  


A picture showing Jesus Christ as the bridge from being lost in sin and rebellion on one side of a chasm to forgiveness and eternal life on the other side.




THE ROMANS ROAD
(Not an actual road, but an imaginary map to salvation, taken from the book of Romans in the Bible.)
The Romans Road to salvation is a way of explaining the good news of salvation using verses from the Book of Romans. It is a simple yet powerful method of explaining why we need salvation, how God provided salvation, how we can receive salvation, and what are the results of salvation.  It would be a good idea to memorize these verses and remember this idea to use when you are talking to people about the Lord.

Look up the scripture passages below in your Bible, and fill in the blanks with the correct answers.  You may check your answers at the bottom of page 4 of this lesson.  If you are using the Bible we mailed to you, the book of Romans may be found beginning on page 119 of the New Testament.  (If you are using another Bible, you should be able to find the book of Romans listed in the Table of Contents.  It is the sixth book in the New Testament.)  The numbers after the word Romans below refer to the chapter and verse of the passage we would like for you to look up.  The number in parenthesis is the page number where you can find the passage in the Bible we sent to you.  (See the "How to Use your Bible" on the back of the letter that came with this lesson)
Read Romans 3:23 (NT 121) How many have sinned and fallen short?  ____________ 

(Answers to the questions can be found at the bottom of page 4 of this lesson.)  We have all done things that we know God does not like. There is no one who is innocent. Romans 3:10-18 gives a detailed picture of what sin looks like in our lives.  It only takes one little white lie to be a liar, or one little "borrowing without asking" to be a thief.  We must all realize that we are sinners and that we need forgiveness. We are not worthy of God’s grace.  We were born under the power of sin's control.

Read Romans 6:23  (NT 122) What is the wages of sin?  _________________  

(Wages are what you get paid for your work.  What is the pay for sin?)

What is the free gift of God?

Fill in the blank: _________________________________________________

The punishment that we have earned for our sins is death.  Not just physical death, but eternal spiritual death!  Sin has an ending.  It results in death.  We all face physical death, which is a result of sin.  But a worse death is spiritual death that makes us an enemy of God, and will last for all eternity.  However, if we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and repent of our sins, we will have eternal life.

Read Romans 5:8  (NT 122) When did Jesus Christ die for us?

Fill in the blank: _________________________________________________

Jesus Christ died for us! Jesus' death 2,000 years ago paid for the price of our sins.  When Jesus rose from the dead alive again, it proved that God accepted Jesus' death as the payment for our sins.  His love bought you out of being a slave to sin.  His love is what saves you --  not religion, or church membership.

Read Romans 10:9-13  (NT 125) If we confess Jesus as Lord with our mouth, and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead what happens?

Fill in the blank: _________________________________________________

Call out to God in the name of Jesus!  There are no religious formulas or rituals -- just call upon the name of the Lord and you will be saved!  Because of Jesus' death on our behalf, all we have to do is believe in Him, trusting His death as the payment for our sins - and we will be saved!

Picture of a road

leading to a cross in the distance

with the word "Truth" written

on the cross.



When you have finished the quiz on the next two pages you will be done with this lesson, Salvation.  The remainder of this course will introduce you to what you need to know to begin living the Christian life.  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ you will need to know something about Him and His book. 

In Lesson 2, Savior, we will try to answer the question "Who is Jesus Christ Our Lord?"  If we are going to follow Him, we need to know Him.

In Lesson 3, Speaking with God, we will try to answer the question, "How do I talk with God?" or "How do I pray?"  

In Lesson 4, Spiritual Society, we will try to answer the question, "How do I fit in with other Christians?" by talking about loving your neighbor, and sharing in fellowship.  

In Lesson 5, Service, we will try to answer the question, "What does God want me to do?" by talking about worship, praise, and obeying His will. 

In Lesson 6, Scriptures, we will try to answer the question, "How do I study God's Word?" by talking about the Bible, how it is organized and ways to better understand the Bible.

In Lesson 7, Sin, we will try to answer the question, "If I am a Christian, why do I still do things wrong?" by talking about doubts and how to tell God about your sins.

In Lesson 8, Showing Others, we will try to answer the question, "How do I show others the way to Christ?" by talking about speaking with people who do not yet trust Jesus as their Savior.

When this course, Basic Christianity, is finished, we have more in depth studies that you may have for the same low price as this one.  They are also free.
------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

Romans 3:23 How many have sinned and fallen short?  All 

Romans 6:23  What is the wages of sin?  Death  


What is the free gift of God?  Eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 5:8  When did Jesus Christ die for us?  While we were sinners.  

Romans 10:9-13 If we confess Jesus as Lord and believe God raised him from the dead what happens?  We are saved.  
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 (1) Are you a Christian?  If so, how do you know?  If not, why not?
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 (2) Please tell us a little bit about the churches you have attended.  What did you like about them?  What did you not like about them?
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 (3) If you are willing, we would like to know more about you, your legal situation, your family, your education, and anything else you would care to share with us.
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 (4) If you know a verse of scripture from memory please write it here.  If you do not, please look up John 3:16 and write it here.  (NT 73)
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Christianity?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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