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Course BC1 - Basic Christianity from Love Bible Study
HOW TO USE YOUR BIBLE
With this course you are sent a New American Standard Bible.  You may use any Bible with this course, because we use the standard book, 

chapter, and verse references.  However, we also give page references to make it easier.  The page references will only work with the Bible that we send with the course.  That gives you two ways of looking up a Bible reference.

For instance, the course may use the reference John 3:16 (NT 73).  One way to find it is to use the reference only.  The reference is the part that says John 3:16.  It is a short way to say, "The book of John, chapter three, verse sixteen."  

Turn to the table of contents on page VI of your Bible.  ("VI" is a 6 in Roman numerals.)  Here you will find the books of the Bible listed in three segments - The Old Testament, the New Testament, and alphabetically.  Notice that the page numbers start over at one at the beginning of the New Testament.  

If you look in the alphabetical list you will find the book of John is on page 71.  The page numbers in italics are in the New Testament.  The page numbers in regular type are in normal type.  

Since the New Testament is in the back of the book, right before the index or concordance, the way to find page 71 is to turn from the back of the book.  

After you find page 71 in the New Testament you then need to find chapter 3.  The chapters are marked with a break in the text and a large number to the left of the text.  There are also chapter labels in the upper outside corners of the page.  Turning the page we find John chapter 3 begins on page 72 half way down the right column.

You will notice that every few lines there is a small number on the left of the text.  These are the verse numbers.  Scanning down the column you will find that verse 16 of chapter 3 is near the top of the left hand column of page 73.  

This method will work with any Bible.  However, if you are using the Bible we sent you can look at the part that says (NT 73) and turn immediately to page 73 of the New Testament and then find verse 16. (NT stands for New Testament)

John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  Did you find the right verse?

There are a concordance and maps in the back of the Bible.  We will learn more about using those later in this course.

