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BC1 Basic Christianity  Lesson 5 – Service



What does God want me to do?  There are two ways to answer that question.  One of them has only to do with you.  What, in detail, does He want you to do today?  What does He want you to do tomorrow at 2:53 PM in the afternoon?  What are your special gifts, and how does He want you to use them?  These are questions, which have to be answered, while you are in prayer.  Only He can tell you these answers.  On the other hand there are some general things that He wants all of His children to do.  I believe as you learn and practice the general things, which He expects of us all, He gradually shows you the particular things, which apply only to you.  This lesson is about the general things that He expects of us all.

[A] The Greatest Commandments

Read Matthew 22:36-40.  (NT 19) What are the two greatest commandments?


[A1] ______________________________________________________


[A2] _______________________________________

Photograph of homeless man sitting on sidewalk as many people pass hurriedly by ignoring him.  Caption on the picture says, "Love thy neighbor."



[B] Those who truly love God obey him

[B1] Read what Jesus says in John 14:15.  (NT 85)

What will we do if we love him?  _______________________________

[B2] Read Hebrews 11:1-40 (NT 175)

True or False? Faith is shown in actions that are pleasing to God. _____

[B3] Read I John 5:2-3 (NT 187)

Are God's commandments a great burden or grievous?  _________

Also see 2nd John 1:6 (NT 188) and John 14:21 (NT 85) 

Photograph of preacher with microphone outside.  He is holding up a Bible.  Caption says, "Obey God."



[C] Obeying God's commands leads to blessings

[C1] Read John 14:23 (NT 85) What happens to those who obey the Lord? 

_______________________________________________________________

[C2] Read Hebrews 6:10-12 (NT 172) Will God forget or overlook the love we have shown Him?  _____________

[C3] Read I John 3:22  (NT 186) Does the answer to our prayers have anything to do with obeying God?  _____________

See also Leviticus 26:3-5 (OT 95), Matthew 5:19 (NT 3) and Matthew 7:24-27 (NT 5) 

[D] What does God expect us to do?

[D1] Read Hebrews 5:12-14 (NT 171)  God expects us to train ourselves by practice to tell the difference between _____________ and ______________.

[D2] Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (NT 131)  Does God expect His children to act differently than other people?  ___________

[D3] Read 2 Tim 2:15 (NT 166) We are to be careful to make sure we correctly understand or "rightly divide" what?  __________________________

Also see Ephesians 4:11-16 (NT 152) and Romans 12:1-2 (NT 126).

[E] Praise and Worship

Phrases like "Praise the Lord," and "Praise God," as well as examples of angels or men worshiping Him, appear hundreds of times in the Bible.   Praise and worship are an important part of obeying the first great commandment mentioned in Matthew 22:36-40 (NT 19) mentioned above.

[E1] Read Romans 12:1-2 (NT 126) What is our spiritual made up of service?

_______________  

[E2] Read 1 Chronicles 23:30 (OT 313) What were they to do each morning and evening? ___________________________________________________________

[E3] Read Hebrews 13:15 (NT 177)  

How often are we to praise God? _________________________ 

[E4] Read Philippians 4:1-23 (NT 156)  

How often are we to rejoice in the Lord? ____________________

Psalm 150:6 "Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!"

Isaiah 12:5 "Praise the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known throughout the earth."

See also Exodus 15:2-11 (OT 52), Exodus 34:14 (OT 67), Deuteronomy 8:19 (OT 139), 
Judges 5:3 (OT 183), 1st Chronicles 16 (OT 308), Psalm 47:6–7 (OT 412), Psalm 66:1 (OT 419), 
Psalm 100:1 (OT 435), Psalm 104:33 (OT 437), Psalm 106:1 (OT 438), Psalm 111:1 (OT 442), 
Psalm 117:1-2 (OT 443), Nehemiah 9 (OT 358-359), Isaiah 25:1 (OT 502), Luke 1:64 (NT 44), 
Luke 4:8 (NT 47), Luke 18:43 (NT 63), Acts 16:25 (NT 106), Romans 14:11 (NT 128), 
Romans 15:11 (NT 128), Revelation 7:11 (NT 193), Revelation 11:16 (NT 195), 
Revelation 19:4 (NT 200)
------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[A] The Greatest Commandments

Read Matthew 22:36-40.  What are the two greatest commandments?


[A1] Love the Lord your God with everything within you.

[A2] Love your neighbor as yourself.
[B] Those who truly love God obey him

[B1] Read what Jesus says in John 14:15.  What will we do if we love him?  Keep or obey His commandments.
[B2] Read Hebrews 11:1-40 True or False? Faith is shown in actions that are pleasing to God. True
[B3] Read I John 5:2-3 Are God's commandments a great burden or grievous?  No.
[C] Obeying God's commands leads to blessings

[C1] Read John 14:23 What happens to those who obey the Lord? 
God will love them and will live or abide with them.
[C2] Read Hebrews 6:10-12 Will God forget or overlook the love we have shown Him?  No.
[C3] Read I John 3:22  Does the answer to our prayers have anything to do with obeying God?  Yes

(This includes obeying Him about what to pray about.)

[D] What does God expect us to do?

[D1] Read Hebrews 5:12-14 
God expects us to train ourselves by practice to tell the difference between good and evil.

[D2] Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 Does God expect His children to act differently than other people?  Yes.

(Notice it said "walking like mere men."  He means for us to do better.)

[D3] Read 2 Tim 2:15 We are to be diligent or study to make sure we accurately understand or "rightly divide" what?  God's word of truth.

[E] Praise and Worship

[E1] Read Romans 12:1-2 What is our spiritual service made up of?  Worship 
[E2] Read 1 Chronicles 23:30 What were they to do each morning and evening? 

Stand and give thanks and praises to the Lord.
[E3] Read Hebrews 13:15 How often are we to praise God? Continually or all the time.

[E4] Read Philippians 4:1-23 How often are we to rejoice in the Lord?  Always Philippians 4:4 (NT 156)
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 (1) Read Matthew 7:12 (NT 5).  Please explain what you think it means.
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 (2) Pick one of these five Psalms and write what you think it means. 

 Psalm 146, 147, 148, 149 OR 150 (OT 455- 456)  Please circle the one you are talking about.
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 (3) Read the story of Paul and Silas in Acts 16:22-30 (NT 106).  Compare their stay in jail with your stay in jail.  (If you have never been in jail, just write, "Praise God! )
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 (4) Other than the verses you wrote in previous lessons write a verse here from memory.  If you do not know one, please write Matthew 7:12 (NT 5) here.
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Christianity?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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