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BC1 Basic Christianity  Lesson 4 – Spiritual Society



As a Christian you have become a member of a family, the family of God.  You now have many brothers and sisters in Christ.  More than that, they need you, and you need them.

Read Hebrews 10:24-25 (NT 174)
[1] We are to encourage and stimulate one another to do what?  ___________

How can we do this if we do not come together on some kind of regular basis?  As Christians we need to be a part of a Christian fellowship that meets on a regularly.  How often should we meet?  Often enough to get to know one another, encourage one another, and love one another.

A Christian who had stopped going to church received a visit from his minister. They sat down in front of a blazing log fire. The man explained to the minister that he thought it was unnecessary to go to church or to ever meet up with any other Christians in Bible studies.

The minister made no reply. He simply removed one of the burning logs from the fire and put it on the side of the fireplace. After the minister had left the man came back to his fire, saw that the log had stopped burning and put it back into the fire again.
Roaring fire

with one smoldering log

lying a little distance away



Then the man understood what the minister thought about the necessity of Christian fellowship even though he had not said a word about it



Read 1st Corinthians 12:4-30 (NT 136).  (Keep a book mark here we will be returning to this scripture passage for questions 2 through 7.)

[2] In 1 Cor 12:7 (NT 136) it says everyone has a gift of the Spirit for a particular purpose.  What is that purpose?  __________________________________________

That means that when you became a Christian, God gave you a gift of the Holy Spirit, so that you would be useful in the church.  A good bit of our Christian walk is discovering what that gift is, and how to use it.  At the same time, that means that other Christians have been given gifts for your benefit.  You will not be able to use your gift for other Christians, or benefit from the gifts of others, if you do not spend time with other Christians.  

[3] According to 1st Corinthians 12:4-5 (NT 136) are all Christians the same?  

_________________________________

[4] According to 1 Cor 12:6 (NT 136) who is responsible for coordinating all these different things so that they work together?  _____________________

Verses 8 to 10 list a number of spiritual gifts:

The word of wisdom

The word of knowledge

Faith
Healing

Miracles

Prophecy
Distinguishing of spirits

Various kinds of tongues

Interpretation of tongues. 

I do not think this list is meant to be complete.  I think it is just a sample to begin to give us an idea of the rich variety in God's kingdom.

[5] According to 1 Cor 12:11 (NT 136) who is responsible for coordinating all these different gifts so that they work together?  _____________________


Church with ministry words written all over it like praying, teaching, etc.

 [6] According to 1 Cor 12:14-23 (NT 136) which part is most important? _______

So that means you are a necessary and important part of the church.

[7] According to 1 Cor 12:26 (NT 137) what happens if you suffer?

________________________________

In 1 Cor 12:28-30 (NT 137) the writer again lists a number of gifts or functions in the church:

Apostles

Prophets

Teachers

Miracles
Healings

Helps

Administrations

Various kinds of tongues

Notice that this list is a little different than the one in verses 8 to 10.  This is what makes me think the writer does not mean for either list to be complete, but just an indication of the rich variety and imagination of God.  So, as you pray and begin to try to understand the heart of God about the gift He has given you, do not limit your search to this, or any other list, of gifts and church functions.  (See Romans Chapter 12 (NT 126-127) and notice there is another list of gifts and functions, also slightly different.)
Various colored background with names of spiritual gifts in contrasting colors listed on it.  Small pictures illustrating gifts break up the text.



Read Matthew 18:1-35 (NT 15).  (Keep a book mark here we will be returning to this scripture passage for lesson questions 7 through 10, and quiz questions 1 to 3.)

[8] In Matt 18:4 (NT 15) who does Jesus say is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

 _________________________________

In Matt 18:8-9 (NT 15) Jesus uses a figure of speech called a hyperbole (Pronounced high per bow (like you shoot arrows with) lee).  It means He was exaggerating to make a point.  He was simply saying that you are to take very strong action to keep from failing in your Christian walk.  It is also an analogy like the one in 1st Corinthians 12:12-27 (NT 136), which we read previously in this lesson.  The idea is that if a member of the church is causing the whole church to stumble it is better to not have that person as a member, than for the whole church to go wrong.  However, the Christian church has been accused of being the only army in the world that buries its own wounded.  This is because some congregations are much too quick to put this idea into practice and get rid of certain members.  The rest of Matthew 18 (NT 15) makes this very clear.

In Matthew 18:10-14 (NT 15) Jesus uses the analogy of a flock to show how important it is to try to rescue just one member who has gone wrong.

[9] How many sheep were left behind when the man went in search of the one lost sheep? ____________
Picture of rustic cross with sheep in the background.  Caption reads, "Imitating the Good Shepherd.

In Matthew 18:21-22 (NT 15) Peter asks Jesus a question about forgiveness.

[10]  How many times are we to forgive someone who wrongs us? _________

What would you think of someone who kept track of forgiving someone for hundreds of times?  Would you believe they were really forgiving the person who did wrong? 


Picture of kneeling man with arms opened wide.  Caption reads, 
"70 X 7"

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1] To love and do good deeds.

[2] Common good or the profit of all.  (i.e. the entire church)

[3] No.  We have different gifts and we have different ministries.

[4] God

[5] the Holy Spirit

[6] all the parts are important

[7] the church as a whole suffers

[8] someone with the humility of a child

[9] ninety-nine

[10] 70 X 7 = 490 times
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 (1) In Matthew 18:15-20 (NT 15) Jesus describes a way of dealing with someone in the middle of the church who is doing wrong.  Please describe this in your own words.
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 (2) Most of us have either been part of, or seen, trouble in a church.  If you have, compare what you have seen with the way Jesus says it is supposed to be done in Matthew 18:15-20 (NT 15).  If you have never seen trouble in a church, just write, "Praise God! Hallelujah!"  You are truly blessed.
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 (3) In Matthew 18:23-35 (NT 15) Jesus teaches a parable about forgiveness.  What do you think it means?  Be sure to include what you think about verse 35 in your answer.
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 (4) Other than the verses you wrote in previous lessons do you have a passage of scripture memorized?  If so, please write it here from memory.  If not please write Matthew 18:20 (NT 15).
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 (5) Was this lesson helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Do you have any questions about this lesson?  About Christianity?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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