COURSE LOGO - SWORD & BIBLE
301 Defending the Faith - Lesson 1

Introduction – Answering with the Heart

1 Peter 3:15 "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:"

This course is about answering questions – difficult questions about Christianity.  As disciples of Jesus Christ we have a responsibility to be prepared to defend our faith.  Certainly there are many difficult questions.  "If God is good and all powerful why is there evil in the world?"  "Doesn't the Bible contradict itself?"  "If God can do anything can He make a rock too heavy for Him to lift?"  "My mother killed herself.  Can she still go to heaven?"  The list is almost endless.

It is impossible to have a book or a training course that has an answer for each and every question.  Instead we must learn how to find the answers to the questions that do come up.  To do that we are going to practice finding the answers to the questions above and others like them.  Then we will spend some time working out the answers to questions that you have.  In the end you will not know the answers to every question but you will have a strategy or plan for dealing with any question that might be raised.

I Peter 3:15 has three parts: (I) Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts (II) Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks a reason for the hope that is in you  (III) With meekness and fear.  Most of this course concentrates on part II – being ready with an answer.  But we must remember to always keep our answers in this context – a heart for the Lord and humbleness towards others.  Lessons 2 through the end of the course deal with part II of 1 Peter 3:15.  This lesson deals with parts I and III – answering with the heart.

Let's look at how Jesus answered questions.  Read Matthew 22:15-46 and fill in the following blanks with the three questions He was asked.  (Check what you write in blanks on page 4)  Notice how Jesus answers the questions.  Matt 22:15-22  In this passage the Jewish sect of Pharisees (who were very spiritual and legalistic, believing in angels and the resurrection)  and Herodians (who were basically worldly or non-religious) ask Jesus a difficult question. (These two groups hated each other.)


Answer Key (A) The question in Verse 17 …                                                          ?

It was a question designed to get Him in trouble.  If He said, "Yes," He would disappoint the Jews who hated the Roman Caesar and expected Jesus to rescue them from him.
PICTURE OF ROMAN COIN

The inscription reads Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of the Divine Augustus Tiberius was claiming to be the son of a God

If Jesus said, "No," He would be breaking Roman law and be subject to arrest and prison.  He does not allow them to trap Him into a yes or no answer.  He gives a complete answer that preserves His credibility and does not break Roman law.

Matt 22:23-33  The Jewish sect of Sadducees believed only the first five books of the Old Testament were inspired by God and did not believe in life after death.  In this passage they ask Jesus a question they believed had no answer.


(B) Verse 28                                                                                                                                                      ?…

Jesus' answer has two parts.  He answers "whose wife will she be" with information only someone who had been in heaven could know.  Then He uses a passage from the part of the Bible that the Sadducees believed, to answer the underlying doubt they had about the resurrection.

Matt 22:34-40  The Scribes believed that they had found over six hundred different commandments in the Old Testament.  Scribes were more like an informal guild or union of lawyers and accountants than a religious sect like the Pharisees or Sadducees.  In fact there were Scribes who belonged to each of the three groups mentioned above. They enjoyed arguing and found this particular question a good way to start a lively debate.

(C) Verse 36                                                                                                                                                             ?
Rather than becoming bogged down in complexities, Jesus takes all 600+ commandments and sums them up in two co-equal commandments and ends the argument.

These three questions are good examples of some of the kinds of questions we will face in our Christian life.  The first question about taxation is entirely malicious.  It was designed by His enemies to discredit Him or even get Him thrown in jail.  The second question about resurrection was designed to shut Him up because He annoyed them.  The third about the greatest commandment was designed to engage Him in endless argument.  People have different reasons for asking questions.  Sometimes they just want to make us look bad, like the Pharisees and Herodians.  Sometimes they want to expose what they believe is our ignorance or our nonsense, like the Sadducees.  Sometimes they just want to change the subject and control the topic of conversation, like the Scribes. (See 1 Cor 3:19)

But sometimes they are in real need of answers.  They do not know and need information.  They do not understand and must have an explanation.  They are hurting and are seeking comfort.  They are in doubt and want assurance.  They are honestly seeking the truth.  How do we tell the difference?  We can not see into their hearts like Jesus could.  We need not concern ourselves with judging their motives.  We just answer the question the best we can (which might be "I don't know") and then, like Jesus did here (Matt 22:41-46), turn their attention, and ours, back to God and His business.  Remember what it says in I Peter 3:15.  Our purpose

 is not to dominate others or arrogantly demonstrate our own "rightness."  Our purpose is to sanctify God in our own hearts by allowing the Holy Spirit to speak through us and to awaken or encourage the faith of others. 

The kingdom of God does not need another building full of people who think they are right and everyone else is wrong.  The fact is that compared with God, we are all 
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wrong.  As a disciple of the Lord Jesus you should be learning more about Him and the Bible every day.  If you learn something today that means you were wrong about it yesterday.  When you learn something tomorrow that means you were wrong about it today, and so on.  If you are not learning you are still wrong because you are supposed to be learning.  So, we are all wrong except God.  Our answers must never be about some debate game we are winning or about dominating others through argument.  We must offer our answers as a gift always expecting that those that hear us may, in fact, have a different or even better answer that will help us learn more about our Lord.

Every question is an opportunity.  We hope it is an opportunity for us to give the gift of truth to others.  But sometimes it is the Holy Spirit showing us a weakness in our own knowledge so that we have the opportunity to find the answer.  Either way the questions others bring to us about God and His business are a blessing.

All that being said, we do need to be wise in how we answer questions.  Often some discernment
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of their motivation is necessary, although not in a judgmental way.  We do not want to be one of those folk who when asked the time of day explain how a watch works.  Nor do we want to give people complicated theological gobbledygook when all they seek is comfort or assurance.  Let's look at how some other questions are answered in the Bible.  In every case, the question is some form of "Who is Jesus?" and/or the answer is some form of "Jesus is …."  Because they are all on the same topic the differences are very useful in learning how to answer questions.  For the following scriptures write the question in the question box:
Scripture
Question
Answer

Matt 21:23-27

Chief priests' and the elders' question.     

Answer key (D)
on page 4
v. 23
24-27 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet.  And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.

They wanted to know who He thought He was.  Jesus sidestepped their question.  Instead He asked them a question He knew they were too cowardly to answer.  Although the Bible does not tell us, I believe His motive was to expose their sinfulness to them in order to bring them to a place of repentance.  He knew their hatred of Him would lead to His crucifixion but His love for them made Him extend to them every possible chance.  Either way, the point is that we do not have to answer all questions that come to us.  I Peter 3:15 only obligates us to answer those questions whose answer is the "reason of the hope that is in" us.  In other words, if the answer is the Gospel message then we must answer it, otherwise we must use our God given wisdom and the guidance of the Holy Spirit not only in the answer but also in the decision whether to answer or not.

Scripture
Question
Answer

Luke 7:19-23

John the Baptist's Question        (E)
v. 19
22-23 Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.

John the Baptist asks if Jesus is the Messiah.  Jesus alludes to an Old Testament prophesy of the coming Messiah and compares it to what He is actually doing.  In other words He points to the evidence.  Since John already knew who Jesus was (John 1:29, John 3:26-36) it seems likely that he was just wanting his disciples to be convinced.  Jesus answers by pointing to the evidence.  The point here is that to those we believe are honestly seeking the truth we should give them every bit of evidence at our disposal.

John 8:12-19 Pharisees' Question (F)
v. 19
19 Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also.

John 10:14-30

Jew's Question (G)
v. 24
25 I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.

These questions are in the middle of an unrelenting attack on Jesus.  In one case He simply tells them that He is God and in the other He points them to the evidence but without giving them a list of evidence.  When it is clear that your questioner is only interested in attacking and discrediting you it is pointless to give them long answers which just provide them ammunition for more attacks.  Do what Jesus did.  Either simply declare the truth and/or point them to where they can find evidence.

John 11:20-27

Martha's Question        (H)
v. 22
25 I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

Martha is seeking consolation, assurance, comfort and hope, mostly hope.  Jesus gives her all of that by explaining who He is.  People in emotional distress, whatever the question, need Jesus.  While not ignoring the question or failing to answer the meaning of the question we must also give them Jesus.
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John 14:1-31

Thomas's Question         (I)
v. 5 
6-7 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

Thomas does not know how he will know what to do when Jesus is gone on ahead.  He is confused and in genuine need of information.  Jesus' answer is one for us all.  When in doubt just do what Jesus would have done.  He is "the way, the truth and the life."  The point is, when someone needs information, give it to him.

John 14:1-31
(Continued)

Philip's Question

Answer Key (J)
v. 8
9-11 Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.

Sometimes people are like Philip.  They ask questions to which they should already know the answer.  Jesus does not let him off the hook.  He gently chides him for it but also patiently explains the truth and how Philip could have known the truth already.  There is an old adage that says, "Give a hungry man a fish and he will be hungry again tomorrow.  Teach him to fish and he will never be hungry again."  The point is that we do not want to set ourselves up as some kind of wise man or guru that people need to seek out to get the answers.  We want them to be able to go to the Bible and through the work of the Holy Spirit find their own answers.

John 14:1-31
(Continued)

Judas's Question

Answer Key (K)
v. 22  
23-24 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

The point here is that no one really understands God until he begins to obey Him.  The more we obey Him the more understanding He allows us to have.  That means that no answer we can give will really help anyone until they make the decision to obey God.  Our answers need to help them find that truth.
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Scripture
Question
Answer

Matt 16:13-21

Jesus's First Question        (L)
v. 13
14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

Being good at answering questions also includes being good at asking questions.  Questions are very powerful tools.  In this exchange we have a good example.  First Jesus brings up the topic He wants to discuss in a very non-threatening way.  He already knows the answer to both of these questions but he wants the disciples to answer, "What are people saying about me?"  He is only asking for a general report about what others are saying.  He is not asking anyone for their thoughts.  It is interesting how many different ideas people have about Jesus.  Often when the topic is raised you will hear reports about what they heard someone say on some program or what they read in a book.   Often this is just a smokescreen or curtain to hide their own heart.

Matt 16:13-21

(Continued) Jesus's Second Question  (M)
v. 15
16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Now Jesus zeroes in on the point.  He asks them what they think.  Only Peter answers.  The point here is not that we need to be good at putting people on the spot.  You probably already know how to do that.  The point here is that questions are often challenging and as it says in I Peter 3:15 we should be ready to answer them.  To answer difficult questions we need to have a clear idea of Who Jesus is and what our relationship to Him is.  

RISING SUN 
SHINES ON CROSS
If you are a Christian your hope is in Him.  Why?  You need to understand the answer to that question very clearly.  This course is designed to help you defend our answers to that central question.  One of the responsibilities of the United States Secret Service is to stop counterfeiting.  When agents are training to recognize counterfeits they study real money, not counterfeits.  Once they know 

all the details of real money recognizing counterfeits naturally follows.  If they studied counterfeits that would mean every time someone came out with a new kind of counterfeit money all the agents would have to be trained again.  But once they know real money no additional training is required.  We are not going to study what Moslems, Hindus, Buddhists etc. believe.  We are going to study the truth not lies.  

However, as we study remember, God's truth is spread more heart to heart than mind to mind.  Since we have minds they must also be included in the communication but never forget to serve the truth in a love sandwich.

Answers to Questions:
SANDWICH - BREAD IS LABELED LOVE, SPREAD IN THE MIDDLE LABELED TRUTH

Passage
Key
Question

Matt 22:15-22
(A)
17 "…Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

Matt 22:23-33
(B)
28 "Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? …"

Matt 22:34-40
(C)
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”

Matt 21:23-27
(D)
23 "By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?"

Luke 7:19-23
(E)
19 Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?

John 8:12-19
(F)
19 Where is thy Father?

John 10:14-30
(G)
24 How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

John 11:20-27
(H)
22 "…whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee," meaning, "Please raise my brother from the dead."

John 14:1-31
(I)
5 Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?


(J)
8 Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.


(K)
22  Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

Matt 16:13-21
(L)
13 Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am? 


(M)
15 But whom say ye that I am?
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Write the answers to the questions below and then mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  This Quiz is "open book."  Feel free to look back at the lesson and/or in the Bible.

(1) What are the three parts of I Peter 3:15
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(A)


(B)


(C)

(2) Match these groups with their characteristics.  (A group may or may not have more than one match)

(A) Herodians

(B) Pharisees

(C) Sadducees

(D) Scribes
basically worldly, secular or non-religious

believed in angels and the resurrection

believed only the first five books of the Old Testament were inspired by God

did not believe in life after death

more like a guild or union of lawyers and accountants than a religious sect

very spiritual and legalistic

(3) What are the three main questions Jesus is asked in Matthew chapter 22
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(A)

(B)

(C)

(4) True or False
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(A) ________ Answering questions is about helping people find the truth.  (Sometimes the person is ourselves.)

(B) ________ Answering questions is about proving we are right.

(C) ________ Jesus always answered a question with a question.

(D) ________ Jesus often refused to tell people who He really was.

(E) ________ We do not have to answer every question we are asked.

(F) ________ We should never answer a question with, "I don't know."

(5) What are some of the questions you are hoping will be answered in this course:
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(6) Do you have any questions about this lesson
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(7) Do you have any prayer requests
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