CROSS 
& BIBLE
301 Defending the Faith - Lesson 7

Miracles, Myths and Miscellaneous

The rest of the lessons in this course will be very much like this one.  I have lots of examples I have taken from e-mails I have exchanged with atheists over the years.  Like the ones in this lesson they may not be related to any one particular topic.

Here we have some miscellaneous attacks on Christianity.  There is a little space for you to jot down some thoughts on how you would respond to each one of them.  In the answer section is how I actually responded when I was discussing the issue with an atheist.  If your answer is different that does not mean it is wrong.

ATTACK 1- Mithra: Christianity is just one false myth among many.  Mithra was a Persian sun god.  He belonged to an ancient and widespread collection of sun gods (along with Horus, Dionysus, Krishna, Tammuz, Serapis and Jesus) who all shared common mythical features: they were born on December 25th from a virgin mother, preached compassion, healed the sick, died and resurrected, and saved the world.  Mithra is the main figure from which the Jesus myth was built.  (My answer on page 3) ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
ATTACK 2: - Miracles: Miracles are impossible.  The simplest reason that miracles are unlikely to happen anywhere under any conditions derives from the fact that miracles are never observed under controlled conditions.  This is not conclusive proof that a miracle cannot ever happen or that a miracle could not have happened in antiquity, but it is proof that the existence of all miracles is very improbable.  This is because the "sample size" (the number of attempted experiments) is huge without ever producing a single success.  The math behind this reasoning is uncontroversial.  The only possible arguments are that the supernatural agents behind these miracles resist testing or that there is a grand conspiracy among scientists to suppress the truth about miracles.  The supernatural only seems to lurk in superstition and sloppy reasoning.  When the experiment is well designed natural  causes always win out.
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T here are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.  -  Albert Einstein

After all of this experience, an explanation involving natural cause and effect becomes like a racehorse that has won every race for the last 500 years.  One would be a fool to bet against that horse without very reliable information. (My answer on page 3) _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
ATTACK 3 - Miracles: The most powerful reason that you should doubt the existence of miracles is a little difficult to grasp. You may have noticed that mankind's best theories (some have been tested to the point of being called natural laws) would just fall apart like tissue paper in a tornado, if miracles are real.  For example when the Bible says Peter & Jesus walked on water that violates the natural law we all know is true that people are not water bugs.  These theories are based on the basic truths of the universe, which are necessarily in agreement with other theories and have been tested way more than a single person's life experience. When you ask me to throw away any of this you must give me really extra special evidence.(My answer on page 3)
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
Jesus walking on the water and pulling Peter up by his hand.

ATTACK 4 - God Is Not Fair: Why are we being punished for Adam's sin? After all, he ate the forbidden fruit, we didn't. It's his problem, not ours, especially in light of Deut. 24:16, which says children shall not be punished for the sins of their fathers. (My answer on page 3) ______________________________________
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
Red faced baby crying.

It's not fair!

ATTACK 5 - God Is Incompetent: God created Adam, so he must have been perfect. How then, could he have sinned? Regardless of how much free will he had, if he chose to sin, he wasn't perfect. (My answer on page 3)
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

ATTACK 6 - The Bible Lies: How could Moses have written the first five books in the Bible (the Pentateuch) when his own death and burial are described in Deut. 34:5-6 ("So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab ... and he buried him in a valley. . . .")? (My answer on page 4)
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_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Road sign with arrows pointing every which way.  Sign has the words "Good Luck" on it.

WHICH WAY?
ATTACK 7 - More Than One Way To Be Saved: We are told salvation is obtained by faith alone (John 3:18,36) " yet Jesus told a man to follow the Commandments-Matt. 19:16-18 (saving by works)-if he wanted eternal life. (My answer on page 4) ________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

ATTACK 8 - Crudeness In The Bible: If the Bible is our moral guide, then how can it make crude statements such as: “...they may eat their own dung and drink their own piss with you" (2 Kings 18:27)? Is that what you want your children reading on Sunday? (My answer on page 4)
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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-----------------------------------  ANSWERS ----------------------------------

RESPONSE 1 - Mithra: Since I think there is 1 chance in 365.25 that Jesus was born on Dec 25th that point is lost on me.  Let's suppose that what you say is true, and all these entities shared these seven things in common.  It's really not a very long list, is it?  If you were to list the differences wouldn't it be a much longer list?  You are like those people that are impressed by the lists of common things between John Kennedy and Abraham Lincoln.  Those lists are longer than seven by far, and still not convincing.  If you pick out any two people on earth at random, and if you have sufficient information about them, you can compile a pretty impressive list of similarities.  This is a statistical fact.  It would be pretty surprising if you couldn't do the same thing with so called deities.  


Even if there were significant similarities it still would be meaningless.  We know that 3 X 4 = 12.  If someone else came up with the answer 21, that would not make both answers wrong just because they both have the digits 1 and 2.  12 would still be the right answer no matter how many similar wrong answers you came up with.  There is no truth that does not have lies that are similar to it.


It is not the similarities that matter, it is the differences.  Mithra was the god of the sun; Jesus is the God of everything.  Mithra shared his deity with others in his pantheon; God shares His deity with no one.  Our Lord is the only one founded in historical truth.  God has intervened several times in human history.  Mithra has never appeared in our history.


RESPONSE 2 - Miracles: I do look on miraculous claims with some skepticism.  I am able to calculate probabilities and am not ignorant of natural law as well as the basis for most magicians' tricks.  You say, "The only possible arguments are that the supernatural agents behind these miracles resist testing or that there is a grand conspiracy among scientists to suppress the truth about miracles." There is another possible response; miracles by their nature are not testable.  They happen when God wants, not when we want.  The very act of trying to scientifically study them renders them even more unlikely than they are normally.  God has no interest in people trying to prove the existence of miracles.  Why would He show up for the test?  I suppose we could say this fits your first possible argument except instead of "resisting" testing He is ignoring it.


God tried this approach a few times, probably just to show us why He does not do it all the time.  The best example of such an experimental confirmation of miracles, and of His existence, is 1st Kings 18.  Elijah sets up a contest between Baal and Jehovah to prove by an experiment who is the real God.  Both Baal and Jehovah are asked to perform a miracle.  In seems Baal was asleep or out of town.  Jehovah wins, but there are few that repent of their sins.   Why would God want to do that over and over again?  God knows how to get us to repent, and it is not magic tricks.


RESPONSE 3 - Miracles: God is not subject to natural laws, so when He does something beyond them, it has no impact on the natural law at all.  Let's be clear about something.  I'm not asking you to discard anything.  I am not asking you to believe in miracles.  You are asking me to not believe in them.  I have been asked to give the reason for my beliefs so I am trying to do that.  I am not laboring under the delusion that I am going to be successful in 

convincing you of anything.  As far as I am concerned, you are free to believe anything you like.  I have told you the truth about Jesus Christ.  What you do about it is your business.

RESPONSE 4 - God is not Fair: GOD IS FAIR: 

We inherited the tendency to sin, not the punishment for sin.  Each person is considered on their own merit or lack thereof.


Scales of Justice

with Adam on one side

and Jesus on the other.

RESPONSE 5 - God is Incompetent: GOD IS COMPETENT Adam had a choice.  He chose poorly.  That does not mean that he was less than or different from what God meant to make.  I don't think perfect means what you think it 

means.  You may want to consult a good dictionary and notice the wide range of sense this word carries.  A being with a free will that does not have the ability to choose wrong sounds like a logical impossibility to me.

RESPONSE 6 - 

The Bible Lies: THE BIBLE IS THE TRUTH: 

If you read the book of Deuteronomy you will find that it does not say Moses wrote it.  Most of the book is recording what Moses spoke aloud.  Clearly someone else put it on paper but since it is almost entirely the words of Moses it is reasonable to refer to it as one of the books of Moses.


Man writing with quill on scroll has angel at his shoulder.  Caption reads, 
"Angels brought the messages direct from the one who knows.!"




Muscle man with word atheist written on him tries in vain to rip the Bible in half.  Caption reads, "The Scripture cannot be broken." John 10:35





RESPONSE 7 - More Than One Way To Be Saved: 

ONLY ONE WAY TO BE SAVED 

Yes, anyone who follows all the commandments will be ushered to first place in line to get into heaven.  The Bible makes that clear everywhere.  It also makes it clear that Jesus is the only one who will ever be successful keeping the commandments.  If we put our faith in Him, he will take us with Him to eternal life.


JESUS IS THE WAY!






Bible sits unharmed in flames.  Flames are labeled prejudice, hatred, and destructive criticism.  Caption reads, "FIREPROOF!"
RESPONSE 8 - Crudeness In The Bible: 

If you do not teach your children how to communicate with you about their bodily functions how are you going to find out if they have medical problems?  You are like one of those prudish people who object to medical texts because they have pictures of naked bodies in them.  In the proper context dung and piss are not obscene.  So, no, I have no problem with them reading the passage.
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When you have completed this, mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116. 

How would you respond to the attacks below?

[1] ATHEIST ATTACK: Jesus said, "whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire" (Matt. 5:22). Yet, he himself did so repeatedly, as Matt. 23:17 and Luke 11:40 and 12:20 show. Shouldn't he be in danger of hell too?

[2] ATHEIST ATTACK: How could Jesus be our model of sinless perfection when he denies he is morally perfect in Matt. 19:17 ("And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is God")?

[3] ATHEIST ATTACK: In 1 Cor. 1:17 ("For Christ sent me [Paul] not to baptize but to preach the gospel”) Paul said Jesus was wrong when he said in Matt. 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them....” So how could Jesus be the fountain of wisdom?

[4] What is the most interesting thing you learned in this lesson[image: image2.png]



[5] Do you have any suggestions to help us improve the Defending the Faith course[image: image3.png]



[6] How do you want your name to appear on your certificate of course completion[image: image4.png]


 

Please print clearly:

[7] We have another course of seven lessons called "302 More Defending the Faith."  Each lesson is very similar to this lesson.  It is just practice answering real attacks, from real atheists.  Would you like to enroll in that course?
[image: image5.png]




[8] What are your prayer requests[image: image6.png]
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