CROSS & BIBLE
301 Defending the Faith - Lesson 6

The Resurrection

The first four pages are a guide for you to use as you read about the resurrection.  When you have completed your reading assignments answer the questions on pages 5 and 6, and mail that sheet only to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  Keep pages 1-4 for your own study notes.  

If you are going to be able to defend the resurrection of Jesus Christ you must understand what the Bible says about it in some detail.  Read these passages very carefully as you answer the questions below:

Read Matthew 27:57 - 28:20 and answer these questions:

[1] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  ________________________________________
[2] What did he do with the body?  ______________________________________________
[3] Who witnessed the burial? _________________________________________________
[4] Who put a guard or watch at the tomb of Jesus?  ____________________________________
[5] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  ________________________________________
[6] Who did the women tell when they found the empty tomb?  _____________________________
[7] In Matt 28:13, how could the guards know who stole the body, if they were asleep?  ______________
[8] How many times does Matthew report appearances of the risen Jesus?  ______
Empty Tomb View From Outside
Empty Tomb View From Inside

Read Mark 15:42 - 16:20 and answer these questions:

[9] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  ________________________________________ 

[10] What did he do with the body?  _____________________________________________
[11] Who witnessed the burial? ________________________________________________
[12] Does Mark mention a guard at the tomb of Jesus?  ____  

[13] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  _______________________________________
[14] Where did the angel tell the women to tell the disciples to meet Jesus?  _____________________
[15] Did the women tell anyone? _____________________________
[16] Who saw the risen Lord first?  ___________________________
[17] Who did she tell after she saw Him?  __________________________________
[18] When Jesus appeared to the 11 as they ate he reproved them because of what?  _________________
[19] How many times does Mark report appearances of the risen Jesus? ________
Read Luke 23:50 - 24:53 and answer the following questions:

[20] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  ______________________________________
[21] What did he do with the body?  _____________________________________________
[22] Who witnessed the burial? ________________________________________________
[23] Does Luke mention a guard at the tomb of Jesus?  ______  

[24] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  _______________________________________
[25] Who did the women tell when they found the empty tomb?  ____________________________
[26] Which women reported to the apostles. ________________________________________
[27] Did the women's testimony and the empty tomb convince Peter?  ______ 

[28] How many times does Luke report appearances of the risen Jesus?  __________
Read John 19:38 - 21:25 and answer the following questions:

[29] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  _______________________________________
[30] What did he do with the body?  _____________________________________________
[31] Who witnessed the burial? ____________________________
[32] Does John mention a guard at the tomb of Jesus?  ______  

[33] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  _______________________________________
[34] Who did she tell when they found the empty tomb?  _________________________________
[35] How many times does John mention Mary Magdalene going to the tomb?  __________
[36] Who was the first one to see Jesus? ____________________________
[37] Does John claim that he has given a complete account?  _____________________

_________________________________________________________
[38] How many times does John report appearances of the risen Jesus?  ________
Read I Corinthians 15:1 - 23 and answer this question:

[39] How many times does Paul report appearances of the risen Jesus? ______
Man kneels

in front of Jesus

These accounts are attacked in several ways.  They are the testimonies of five different people and have what at first appear to be many conflicts.  We will not take the time to look at them all here but we will consider one accusation as an example of how to deal with them.  

Example accusation: The four accounts say different women went to the tomb.

1. Matthew reports that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the tomb.

2. Mark reports that Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb.

3. Luke reports that Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome, and other women went to the tomb.

4. John reports that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb twice.

This is not a valid attack.  As with most attacks, it is dealt with by looking carefully at what the Scriptures actually say.  If I told someone my wife and I had seen John Tuesday night, but my wife told someone else that we had seen John and Mary Tuesday night, that does not mean one of us telling the truth and the other one is lying.  It simply means one of us is including more detail.  We visited a couple named John and Mary on Tuesday, but I left Mary out of my account, because I did not think, it was an important detail.  I also did not mention the color of their carpet.  Does that make me a liar?  A few weeks ago I went to work in the morning, and had to run home at lunch to get some papers, and return to work.  If I tell someone besides you I went to work that day, and do not mention that I went to work twice, that does not mean the two stories are contradictory.  It just means that one contains more detail than the other.  Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome, and other women went to the tomb.  Mary Magdalene went twice.  There is no problem.
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Another kind of attack is made against the sequence of events as described.  For instance, Luke goes directly from his account of the first appearance to the eleven in Luke 24:36-49, to the final appearance to the disciples at the ascension Luke 24:50-53.  There does not appear to be any time for all the other appearances reported in the other gospels.  To solve this problem you have to understand a little Greek.  Do not put too much weight on the "and" that opens verse 50.  In the Greek, it does not necessarily mean what it means in English.  It was used as much to delineate as to join.  You have to look at the context to tell which is meant.  Taken in the context of the various Gospel several weeks passed between verse 49 and 50.

Sometimes they say Paul is a liar because the Gospels do not mention the appearance to more than 500 at one time or to James.  Paul probably put his account on paper before the Gospels were written.  He traveled widely and knew a lot of Christians.  Why wouldn't he have some information the others did not?

Another form of attack is based on an anti-supernatural bias.  They simply ignore the whole thing as impossible, superstitious, nonsense.  Our question then becomes, if nothing at all happened, where did the Christian church come from?

Another form of attack assumes that the resurrection accounts are more or less historical but that everything has a natural, non-supernatural explanation.  This takes several different forms:

- They assume that the guard's story is true, which as we saw above, is a lie on the face of it.  Besides if the disciples stole the body, why did the suffer and die for saying He was alive, when all they had to do was admit that Jesus was dead to save their lives.  Why would the apostles die for a lie?  

- They claim He did not die but only fainted.  The soldiers that crucified Jesus were experts in death.  It is unlikely that they would make that kind of mistake.  Besides the spear stab to the side confirmed His death from a medical stand point.

- They claim that the post resurrection appearances were hallucinations.  Hundreds of people do not have the same hallucination at the same time.  Besides this does not explain where the body went.

Remember.  If someone comes up with an attack that you have not heard before do not be troubled.  It is not new and someone has figured out the answer for it.  Usually you can answer yourself by simply taking a real close look at what the scriptures actually say, compared to what the attacker is claiming it says.

MAN LOOKS AT WOUNDED HAND

(THOMAS EXAMINING JESUS)

------------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------------

Matthew 27:57 - 28:20

[1] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  Joseph of Arimathaea Matt 27:57-58

[2] What did he do with the body?  Buried him wrapped in linen in a new tomb hewn out of rock. Matt 27:60

[3] Who witnessed the burial? Mary Magdalene and the "other" Mary.  Matt 27:61

[4] Who put a guard or watch at the tomb of Jesus?  Chief priests and Pharisees.  Matt 27:62-66

[5] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  Mary Magdalene and the "other" Mary.  Matt 28:1

[6] Who did the women tell when they found the empty tomb?  the disciples Matt 28:8

[7] In Matt 28:13, how could the guards know who stole the body, if they were asleep?  The could not know.
[8] How many times does Matthew report appearances of the risen Jesus?  Two

To the women who had visited the empty tomb Matt 28:9-10


To the eleven on the mountain on the mountain in Galilee Matt 28:16-20

Mark 15:42 - 16:20

[9] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  Joseph of Arimathaea Mark 15:42-45

[10] What did he do with the body?  Buried him wrapped in linen in a new tomb hewn out of rock. Mark 15:46

[11] Who witnessed the burial? Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses.  Mark 15:47

[12] Does Mark mention a guard at the tomb of Jesus?  No  

[13] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome  Mark 16:1

[14] Where did the angel tell the women to tell the disciples to meet Jesus?  in Galilee Mark 16:7

[15] Did the women tell anyone? Not at that time.  Mark Mark 16:8

[16] Who saw the risen Lord first?  Mary Magdalene Mark 16:9

[17] Who did she tell after she saw Him?  those who had been with Him Mark 16:10

[18] When Jesus appeared to the 11 as they ate he reproved them because of what?  


They did not believe when they were told of the Resurrection Mark 16:14

[19] How many times does Mark report appearances of the risen Jesus? Four

To Mary Magdalene Mark 16:9


To two as they walked in the country Mark 16:12


To the eleven as the sat at a meal Mark 16:14


To the disciples at the ascension Mark 16:15-20

Luke 23:50 - 24:53

[20] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  Joseph of Arimathaea Luke 23:50-52

[21] What did he do with the body?  Buried him wrapped in linen in a new tomb hewn out of stone. Luke 23:53-54

[22] Who witnessed the burial? the women who came with Him from Galilee.  Luke 23:55-56

[23] Does Luke mention a guard at the tomb of Jesus?  No.  

[24] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  The women who came with Him from Galilee.  Luke 24:1-3, Luke 23:55

[25] Who did the women tell when they found the empty tomb?  the eleven and the rest Luke 24:9

[26] Which women reported to the apostles. 


Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them.  Luke 24:10

[27] Did the women's testimony and the empty tomb convince Peter?  No  Luke 24:11-12

[28] How many times does Luke report appearances of the risen Jesus?  Three

To two on the road to Emmaus Luke 24:13-35


To the eleven Luke 24:36-49


To the disciples at the ascension Luke 24:50-53

John 19:38 - 21:25

[29] Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?  Joseph of Arimathaea John 19:38-40

[30] What did he do with the body?  Buried it in a new tomb  John 19:41-42

[31] Who witnessed the burial? Nicodemus  John 19:39

[32] Does John mention a guard at the tomb of Jesus?  No.  

[33] Who came to the tomb after the sabbath?  Mary Magdalene  John 20:1

[34] Who did she tell when they found the empty tomb?  Simon Peter and John John 20:2

[35] How many times does John mention Mary Magdalene going to the tomb?  Twice John 20:1 and 20:11-18

[36] Who was the first one to see Jesus? Mary Magdalene John 20:14-18

[37] Does John claim that he has given a complete account?  No, he says it is incomplete  John 20:30

[38] How many times does John report appearances of the risen Jesus?  Four

To Mary Magdalene at the tomb.  John 20:14-17


To the disciples twice behind closed doors John 20:19-23, 20:26-29


To the disciples at the sea of Tiberias John 21:1-25

Read I Corinthians 15:1 - 23

[39] How many times does Paul report appearances of the risen Jesus? Six

To Cephas (Meaning Simon Peter) I Cor 15:5


To the twelve I Cor 15:5


To 500 at once I Cor 15:6

To James  I Cor 15:7


To the Apostles  I Cor 15:7


To Paul  I Cor 15:8
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Write the answers to the questions below and then mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  This Quiz is "open book."  Feel free to look back at the lesson and/or in the Bible.
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  [1] How would you answer this attack?  "The Gospels contradict each other.  John says Nicodemus brought burial spices for Jesus.  The other Gospels say the women brought spices two days later.  Since they witnessed the burial, why would they bring burial spices when Nicodemus had already taken care of it?"
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  [2] How would you answer this attack?  "The Gospels contradict each other.  Some say the disciples first saw Jesus on a mountain in Galilee and others say they first saw him at a dinner.  Which is it?"
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  [3] How would you answer this attack?  "The Gospels contradict each other.  Sometimes they say the women who went to the tomb were too afraid to tell anyone and sometimes it says they went and told someone right away.  Which is it?  Besides, if they did not tell anyone, how did the writers of the Gospels find out what happened?"
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  [4] What is the most interesting or valuable thing you learned in this lesson?

[image: image6.png]


  [5] Do you have any questions about this lesson?  about anything at all?
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  [6] Do you have any prayer requests?
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