SWORD & BIBLE
301 Defending the Faith - Lesson 5

The Bible is not a Myth

Charles Spurgeon once said something like, "Defending the Bible is like defending a lion.  There is no need.  Just turn it loose.  It will take care of itself."

To prepare this lesson I went to several atheist web sites and looked at the actual attacks they make on the Bible.  I divided them into ten groups and have put one example of each group or category below.  The key to answering most of these attacks is to make sure you look at what the Bible actually says and not what the attacker claims that it says.

(1) They misunderstand or neglect the immediate or broad Biblical context.

Example Accusation:  The Bible contradicts itself.  Compare Romans 3:23 and Genesis 6:9.

(A) According to Romans 3:23 how many people have sinned?  ______
(B) According to Genesis 6:9 did Noah sin? ______

Anyone would have to agree this looks like a contradiction.

Answer: Read Genesis 9:21.  (C) What did Noah do?  ______________________
JESUS LOOKING AT NOAH'S ARK

Even though Noah was perfect in chapter 6 by the time we read ahead to chapter 9 he is not so perfect.  By the time Paul wrote Romans 3:23 he was writing the truth.  There is no contradiction.

Jesus on the Cross saying
 "My God, my God, why have
 you forsaken me?" 
Matthew 27:46
(2) They misunderstand or neglect the cultural or historical context.

Example accusation:  Jesus did not claim to be God.  Read Matthew 27:46.  (A) What did Jesus say God had done?  _______________________________________________
What the attacker is saying is that if Jesus was God why would He say that God had forsaken him?  

Answer: Read Psalm 22:1.  (B) Does it say the same thing as Matthew 27:46?  __________

They did not have chapter and verse references for the Scriptures at that time.  That was a medieval invention.  Jesus was merely referring his listeners to Psalm 22 in the manner of the day, by quoting the first verse.  Psalm 22 has some very strong pictures of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was calling our attention to that.  Compare Psalm 22:18 and Luke 23:34.  He was also showing us that turning our minds to scripture in times of great trial is a very good idea.

(3) The old "problem of evil," often in a disguised form. 

("The Bible is wrong because I don't like it.")
Example accusation:  Read Luke 11:37-44.  

(A) What did Jesus call his dinner host?  ___________
The attackers say Jesus showed rudeness, crudeness, and insensitivity. Imagine, they say, talking like this to someone in his house after he invited you to dine with him.  Even if it were true, common decency dictated a more refined approach.

Answer: I guess I missed the Dear Abby column the archeologists dug up from 31 AD where we learn the proper etiquette for attending dinner at someone else's house.  I wonder what it says about hosts that criticize their guests personal habits as this Pharisee did.  Basically what these accusers are saying is that Jesus can not be the Savior because 
Weeping woman listening to man with "Counselor" sign on his desk.  He is saying, "Tell you what, you pray about this and I'll whip off a letter to Dear Abby."

they do not approve of His manners.  They set themselves up as the judge of mannerly behavior in a culture separated from them by 2000 years.  Have you ever watched a movie they made 50 or 60 years ago?  They often have customs I do not understand.  How much more difficult to understand those of that long ago.  But even if they are right about it being rude (and they may be) that does not disqualify Jesus from anything at all.  Where does it say that being rude is always sinful?  My experience is that it is sometimes exactly what is called for.  How else was He to bring this Pharisee to a place of repentance?  Would it be better to politely let the man go to Hell?

(4) They neglect range of sense.

Example accusation: The Bible contradicts itself

Read Num. 23:19.  (A) Besides lie what does it say God does not do?  ____________
Read Jonah 3:10.  (B) Does God repent?  ______
Answer: The same word does not always mean the same thing.  Think of the word light.  Sometimes it means daytime, sometimes it means start a fire, sometimes it means not heavy, sometimes it means the thing in the ceiling we turn on to be able to see, etc.   Repent can mean more than one thing.  In the first verse above, repent means sorrow for sins committed.  In the second verse it means to change your mind.

SMILING SUN

1.  light means daytime
LIT MATCH

2.  light means start a fire
FEATHER

3.  light means not heavy
LIGHT BULB IN SOCKET

4.  light means ceiling fixture

(5) Improper application of the rules of evidence.

Example accusation: The Bible contradicts itself.

(A) In 2 Samuel 8:4 how many horsemen did David take? ______________________
(B) In 1 Chronicles 18:4 how many horsemen did David take? ____________________
Answer:  What great Biblical doctrine depends on how many horsemen there were?  None.  For that matter what minor Biblical doctrine depends on how many horsemen there were?  None.  This confirms the testimony of the Bible in two ways.  First, if the two books agreed exactly the accusation would be collusion.  The accusers would say the books agreed because the authors or copyist conspired to make them agree.  Indeed, it would be a valid accusation.  What we have here is two witnesses disagreeing on points that do not matter thus confirming the certainty of the ones that do.

The other thing is that the fact that they disagree makes it more convincing that they have been transmitted faithfully in other respects.  For thousands of years no scribe has had the disrespect for the Scriptures necessary to correct what amounts to a typo in one or the other of these books.  That means we can be confident the book we have is very much like the book that was written.  A meaningless minor contradiction confirms rather than denies the testimony of the Bible.  This is particularly funny when the attacker has just accused all the ancient copyists of changing things on purpose.  If scribes were so free at making changes why didn't they correct these minor discrepancies?  Could it be they believed they were working with God's word and were trying to be careful to change nothing?  Yes, I think so.
Monk in robes looks sadly at very ornately written scroll saying, "In the Beginning was the Worb."

Can you find the scribe's mistake?
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 (6) They interpret figures of speech as literal.

Example accusation:  The Bible makes statements contrary to known scientific fact.  Read 1 Samuel 2:8.  (A) Where does it say God put the world?  __________________________________ 

The accusers point out that we know the earth revolves around the sun in empty space.  There are no pillars or foundation.

Answer:   It is a figure of speech in the middle of some very nice poetry.  The Psalmist did not mean for it to be taken literally.

(7) They misquote or misinterpret the Bible and then attack their misquote or misinterpretation.

Example accusation: The Bible contradicts itself.

Read 2 Samuel 6:23.  

(A) How many sons did Michal, Saul's daughter have?  ________
Now read 2 Samuel 21:8.  If you read the KJV it says that Michal did 
Diagram showing flat earth held up by four pillars with words waters above at the top and waters below at the bottom.  A hatch is opening in the sky labeled flood gates.  The sun and the moon hang below the flood gates.

have children.  Most other versions say it was Merab that has children, not Michal.  

Answer: If you want to defend the KJV you can go to #5 above.  However, it is most likely that the Hebrew for these verses are talking about two different women, as the other English versions have it.

(8) They have an anti-supernatural bias - They say the Bible is lying because it reports miracles, and everyone knows miracles are impossible.

Example accusation: The Bible is not scientifically accurate.  It says that an unborn child can understand speech. 

(A) Read Luke 1:44.  What did the baby do when the sound of Mary's greeting reached the ears of Elizabeth.  __________________________________________________
Answer:   Clearly those that make the accusation have decided, that such an occurrence is not possible, and therefore it did not occur.  This is the only time in history, that a virgin pregnant with Our Lord Jesus Christ greeted the mother of His prophet, John the Baptist.  There is no way to recreate the moment for scientific analysis.  We are faced with either believing the witnesses, or not believing them.  I think these accusers do not believe, because they have an anti-supernatural bias.  I do believe it, because in all other respects, about those things that I can check, the witness is honest.  Outside of reporting "impossible" miracles, did Luke tell a lie?  Nope.  In that case, he should be believed.

(9) They mix up historical or archeological fact with historical or archeological theory and believe they have accomplished something by showing that the Bible contradicts some theory.  The Bible contradicts no fact

Example accusation:  The Bible claims that the world's language did not evolve but appeared suddenly.  Read Genesis 11:6-9.  (A) Does it claim that Babel is where all the worlds languages came from?  _______
Answer:   No educated Christian holds that languages do not evolve.  All you have to do is compare the Greek of the New Testament with Modern Greek.  Linguists sort languages in families such as Indo-European and Semitic based on a theorized language of origin for each.  Some go further suggesting that all languages have a common root.  So how do the accusers know over what period of time the first division took place?  It’s a theory.  English appeared as a language in the last 1,000 years.  No educated person claims English originated at Babel.  The atheist is arguing with an imaginary person they made up in order to appear to winning an aruguement.

(10) They mix up science fact with science theory and believe they have accomplished something by showing that the Bible contradicts some theory.  The Bible contradicts no fact.

Example accusation: The Bible says snakes can fly.  

(A) Does Isaiah 14:29 mention a flying serpent?  _________________
Answer:  Paleontologists think there were flying lizards which could be what is meant in Isaiah.  Even if it is not, they dig up new species all the time.  How do those who accuse the Bible of errors of fact know that there were no flying serpents at the time of Isaiah that have since gone extinct?  They are arguing from the absence of evidence in a field that science makes no claim to have completed its study.  No evidence is only the lack of evidence.  Just because they have not found a flying serpent does not mean there was not one.  It is also, possible this is a figure of speech, that symbolically represents Satan or his demons.  If so, see # 6 above.

Conclusion: You may be thinking to yourself: "That's great but I did not know all that stuff about language evolving, and paleontologists and flying lizards, and most of the other answers you gave.  How would I ever answer questions like this?" Or, "I could have read all day and I would not have known about Noah sinning in Genesis 9 or Jesus quoting Psalms from the cross.  I won't ever be able to answer all these questions."  Remember Lesson 2?  The most important thing to take away from this lesson is that these kinds of attacks do have answers.  When you do not know the answer to a question, it does not mean there is not an answer.  People have been attacking the Bible since Moses came down from the mountain.  If someone attacks it, chances are it has been tried before, and somebody has figured out how to answer it.  Ask around until you find someone who does know the answer.  
Soldier in armor holds up shield with the word "Faith" written on it.  A devil has shot arrows at it which have fallen down labeled despair, doubt, and lies.  Caption reads, "Get rooted in your faith so that you can withstand the fiery darts of the wicked one."

------------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------------
(1) They misunderstand or neglect the immediate or broad Biblical context.

(A) According to Romans 3:23 how many people have sinned?  All
(B) According to Genesis 6:9 did Noah sin? No

(C) What did Noah do?  He got drunk. 

(2) They misunderstand or neglect the cultural or historical context.

(A) What did Jesus say God had done?  forsaken him, left him all alone  

(B) Does it say the same thing as Matthew 27:46?  Yes.  

(3) The old "problem of evil," often in a disguised form.
(A) What did Jesus call his dinner host?  a fool 

(4) They neglect range of sense.

(A) Besides not telling a lie, what does it say God does not do?  repent
(B) Does God repent?  Yes
(5) Improper application of the rules of evidence.

(A) In 2 Samuel 8:4 how many horsemen did David take? seven hundred
(B) In 1 Chronicles 18:4 how many horsemen did David take? seven thousand
(6) They interpret figures of speech as literal.

(A) Where does it say God put the world?  on pillars or a foundation.  

(7) They misquote the Bible and then attack the misquote.

(A) How many sons did Michal, Saul's daughter have?  None
(8) They have an anti-supernatural bias 

(A) Read Luke 1:44.  What did the baby do when the sound of Mary's greeting reached the ears of Elizabeth.  


the baby jumped or leaped
(9) They mix up historical or archeological fact with historical or archeological theory.

(A) Does it claim that Babel is the source of the worlds languages?  No.  It only says that God confused the people there so they could not understand each other.  Babel being the source of all the different languages in the world is not something the Bible claims.  It is a legend or myth that has been added to it later that some people used to believe.

(10) They mix up science fact with science theory 

(A) Does Isaiah 14:29 mention a flying serpent?  Yes.  (NIV calls it a "darting" serpent)
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Write the answers to the questions below and then mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  This Quiz is "open book."  Feel free to look back at the lesson and/or in the Bible.
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  [1] An unbeliever tells you that the Bible has thousands of contradictions.  "For example," he says, "if you must accept Jesus as your Savior in order to be saved (John 14:6), what about the billions of beings that die as fetuses, infants, and people with brain damage, etc.? For them to accept Jesus would be impossible. So they are sent to hell because of conditions over which they had no control. Deut. 32:4 says God is just, but where is the justice?"  How would you answer him?
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 [2] Then this same atheist gives you another example:  "In Acts 20:35 Paul told people “to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  Since Jesus never said anything like this in the Gospels, isn't Paul guilty of deception?"  How would you answer him? 
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  [3] What is the most interesting or valuable thing you learned in this lesson?

[image: image5.png]


  [4] Do you have any questions about this lesson?
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  [5] Do you have any prayer requests?
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