SWORD & BIBLE
301 Defending the Faith - Lesson 4

The Reality of God

Here is a brief summary of some of the main arguments used by theologians over the years to show that God does exist.  Please do not decide that any of them are wrong without researching the complete argument from the references given.  In each case, I have tried to present it in an easy to understand way.  I have tried to include some quotes from the theologians.  Some of them talk over my head.  Focus on what you do understand, and ignore what you do not.  Some of these ideas took very smart men a long time to think up.  Sometimes it takes them a while to sink in.  Be patient with yourself.  Also, do not worry about the fancy theological titles.  Only one of these arguments needs to be valid in order for the fact of God's existence to be known to be true.

LEWIS'S ETHICAL CHOICES ARGUMENT
(1) God exists because we know there is a difference between right and wrong.   There can be no law unless there is a lawgiver.  Without God to make us aware of good and evil all we would have is what we like and what we do not like.
This argument has been around for centuries and is based on something Immanuel Kant, (1724-1804), called the "Moral Law Within."  Perhaps the best
QUESTION MARK WITH PEOPLES FACES IN IT.  THE DOT UNDER IT IS A PHOTOGRAPH OF EARTH FROM SPACE.  CAPTION READS, "ANSWERS."

explanation of it was by C. S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity.  (1955)  Lewis explains at some length that there is something inside us that judges between our instincts based on ethical and moral grounds.  This unique quality in us logically requires the existence of a moral architect and designer.
Two people look at the shining face of Jesus.  Caption reads, "Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end.  Hebrews 12:2
Lewis's excellent explanation is too lengthy to be included here so instead here is one from B. B. Baxter, which, while not a good as Lewis's, has the virtue of being short.  "The fact that men are creatures of choice and the further fact that their choices are made in terms of some awareness of moral and ethical principals are firm evidences, that they originated from a source, that also had the capacity of making moral and ethical judgements.  The atheist has a severe burden of proof at this point.  In order for his position to be accepted, he must demonstrate how a morally responsible being could come from a purely materialistic source.  Particularly impressive is the fact that man functions not merely in the direction of his strongest instincts, but that he often acts in a different direction."  Page 52, I Believe Because by B. B. Baxter.

[Question 1] Read Jeremiah 9:23-24.  What are we to value above strength and riches? ____________________  



COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENTS OF AQUINAS
Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274) is credited with these arguments.  Earlier forms of them can be found, although perhaps not so clearly stated.  I must urge you to read the details of these carefully in other books before rejecting any of them based on their brief introduction here.  You will notice they are very similar when presented in this outline format but if you look at the arguments in their entirety, you will learn that they are really quite different.
(2)  God is the prime mover. 
We know that things do not move unless something starts them to moving.  Once in motion they gradually slow down and eventually stop.  Since there are some things in the universe moving, something had to start them in motion, and since they are still moving it must have happened at some particular moment in time.  That first mover is God, and that moment in time is creation.
[Question 2] Read Psalm 19:1 (firmament or expanse both mean sky)  If we look up at the sky where the sun, moon, planets and stars are in motion whose work do we see?  ____________________  

(3)  God is the uncaused first cause. 
Everything we know about happens because something caused it to happen, so there must have been some original cause where it all started.  That original cause is God.
[Question 3] Read Genesis 1:1 Who caused the heavens and the earth? ____________________  

(4)  If there were no God nothing would exist.
Everything, that we know exists could also not exist.  Since they do exist instead of not existing there must be some reason for their existence.  That reason is God.
[Question 4] Read John 1:1-3.  Who was present with God in the beginning? ____________________  

TELEOLOGICAL ARGUMENTS
(5)  Design demands there must be a Designer. (Sometimes called Paley's Watchmaker Argument)
William Paley (1743-1805) was a British philosopher-theologian.  His argument is based on the idea that just as a watch, with its intelligent design and complex function must have been created by an intelligent maker: a watchmaker, the universe, with all its complexity and greatness, must have been created by an intelligent and powerful creator.
A recent article said, 
"It is a shame so much of the dialogue of the last 35 years between Christianity and science has centered on the age of the earth and creation science. It has left the average person, Christian and non-Christian alike, with the impression that modern science and the Bible are seriously at odds, maybe irreconcilably so. 
"It is ironic this impression has developed during the same period of time, that scientific understanding and the attitudes of many modern scientists have moved strongly toward belief in an intelligent creator as a result of the scientific discoveries of the past 35 years. A preoccupation with the age question has only diverted discussion from the strong, scientific supporting evidence for Biblical theism, putting this very bright light under a bushel basket, so to speak." 
from The Real Issue: Scientific Evidence for the Existence of God by Dr. Walter Bradley at http://www.leaderu.com/real/ri9403/evidence.html (May 2002)
[Question 5] Read Romans 1:19-20.  What makes God's nature clear?  ________________________________  

(6)  Since some things are better than others something must be best, (i.e. God)
This same argument can be used of other qualities.  Some things are stronger than others so there must be something in the universe that is strongest, (i.e. God).  Some things are more beautiful than others so something has to be the most beautiful, (i.e. God)  This is perhaps the weakest argument here since it is possible for one thing to be the strongest and something else to be the most beautiful.  I include it here only because historically it was widely used.  (A better related argument is the esthetical argument that the presence of beauty and sublimity in the universe and the response of man to such beauty, could not possibly have both happened by accident.  This is similar to the Lewis argument above.)
[Question 6] Read Psalm 96:4-6  In verse 4 what does it say the Lord is?  ____________________  
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ANSELM'S ONTOLOGICAL ARGUMENT
(7)  God exists because it is unthinkable that he does not exist.  Every time I look at this one I have to study it again all over, like I have not seen it before.  It is probably the hardest one to understand of all of them.  To tell the truth, I'm not sure I have it clear in my head yet.

Archbishop Anselm (AD 1033-1109) was a brilliant teacher and defender of the Christian faith.  He was archbishop of Canterbury England.  His Ontological Argument for the existence of God is briefly outlined here. This unique argument has been debated for centuries among many great philosophers. 
A) God is defined as the being of which none greater is possible.
B) The notion of God exists in the understanding of your mind
C) That God may exist must at least be accepted as a possibility.
D) If God only exists in the mind, and yet may have existed, then God might have been greater than He is.
E) If (D) is true, God might have been greater than He actually is in reality.
F) Therefore if (D) and (E) are true, God is a being which a greater is possible.
G) F is not possible (since it violates Aristotle's non-contradiction) because (A) is the definition of God.
H) Therefore God exists in reality as well as the mind. 

[Question 7] Read Psalm 53:1.  Who believes there is no God?  ____________________  
DIRECT OBSERVATION
(8)  The existence of God is intuitively obvious to the most casual observer.  What is being said here is that everyone knows that God exists.  They simply bury their heads in the sand like an ostrich hoping to escape accountability before their maker.

This argument was expressed well by Augustine over 1500 years ago.  Considered to be one of the most outstanding theologians in the history of the Christian Church, Augustine was born in North Africa in 354 A.D. and died there in 430.  He is known as Augustine of Hippo.
Other theologians have added to it ,and restated it since that time.  A recent example: "Man has an innate, natural capacity to apprehend God's existence even as he has a natural capacity to accept truths of perception (like "I see a tree"). Given the appropriate circumstances- such as moments of guilt, gratitude, or a sense of God's handiwork in nature-man naturally apprehends God's existence." from Introduction: The Resurrection of Theism by William Lane Craig found at http://www.leaderu.com/truth/3truth01.html (May 2002)
[Question 8A] That being said ,this argument is probably best stated in the scriptures.  Read Jeremiah 31:34.  Who will know God? ____________________  

[Question 8B] Read Psalm 139:7-14.  What knows that God's works are marvellous or wonderful. ___________  
(9)  God exists because he answers prayer.
We can know that God exists the same way we know that each other exist.  When you talk to me I'll usually answer you unless I do not hear you or something.  God does the same thing.  Try Him.  Just remember if He answers your requests with, "No" it proves His existence just as much as, "Yes," answers.
[Question 9]  Read Hebrews 11:6.  What must we believe in order to please Him? ____________________  
CONCLUSION

We have presented a lot of reasons that theologians give that God exists.  It gives me confidence to know these arguments exist but I do not try to use them all when talking to atheists.  I usually combine numbers 2, 3, 4 and 5 all into one because I do not fully see the difference in these.   I also use numbers 8 and 9.  The others I do not understand well enough to use, and I'm afraid if I try, I'll end up making a fool of myself.  I am beginning to understand number 1, but I use it more in the problem of evil discussion, than the existence of God discussion.  All Christians should understand #9, and it is enough by itself without any of the others.

-------------------------------------- ANSWERS --------------------------------------

[Question 1] Read Jeremiah 9:23-24.  What are we to value above strength and riches?  Knowing God.
[Question 2] Read Psalm 19:1 (firmament or expanse both mean sky)  If we look up at the sky where the sun, moon, planets and stars are in motion whose work do we see?  God's
[Question 3] Read Genesis 1:1 Who caused the heavens and the earth?  God

[Question 4] Read John 1:1-3.  Who was present with God in the beginning?  the Word  (i.e. Jesus - see John 1:14)

[Question 5] Read Romans 1:19-20.  What makes God's nature clear?  the things that are made
[Question 6] Read Psalm 96:4-6  In verse 4 what does it say the Lord is?  great

[Question 7] Read Psalm 53:1.  Who believes there is no God?  a fool   Do not fall into the temptation of using this quote.  Remember we are serving the truth in a love sandwich.


Bearded man at podium points to a sign.  Gates open behind him are labeled Pearly Gates.  Sign says, "NO ATHEISTS."  Man in front of podium looks at the sign and says, "I don't believe it."

[Question 8A]  Read Jeremiah 31:34.  Who will know God?  all 

[Question 8B] Read Psalm 139:7-14.  What knows that God's works are marvellous or wonderful.  the soul
[Question 9]  Read Hebrews 11:6.  What must we believe in order to please Him?  that He is or that He exists

Man looks confused in front of sign with map.  It has the words "You are Here" but the arrow from it simply points to the ground beneath the sign, not any place on the map. 


Man in bed thinks, "Who am I?  What is life?  Does God exist?  Did I put the cat out?"
Bespectacled man looks through magnifying glass.  Caption reads, "Is Anyone There?  Does God exist?"
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Write the answers to the questions below and then mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  This Quiz is "open book."  Feel free to look back at the lesson and/or in the Bible.
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 [1] Can you think of a place in the Bible that tries to prove God exists?  If so, where?  If not, why doesn't it?
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 [2] Which of these nine arguments did you find the best.  Why?
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 [3] Which of these nine arguments did you find the least convincing?  Why?
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 [4] If an atheist asked you why you believe in God, how would you answer?
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 [5] What is the most interesting or valuable thing you learned in this lesson?
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 [6] Do you have any questions about this lesson?
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 [7] Do you have any prayer requests?
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