SWORD & BIBLE
301 Defending the Faith - Lesson 2

How to say, "I do not know."

1 Peter 3:15 "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:"

Before we get into how to find the answers to questions that people ask we need to first examine the hardest question of all, and the one most often asked.  I mean any question to which we do not know the answer.  There we are, the Lord's ambassador, God's witness, and we have no answer.  What then?

Read John 9:1-41 and fill in the blanks below.  Answers can be found on the bottom of page 4.

Here we have the story of a man born blind receiving his sight.  This story contains an important truth about our walk with the Lord and how to deal with that vast area of knowledge we do not have.  Let us review it in some detail.  

(John 9:1-2) First the disciples ask Jesus a question.  They want to know whose sin caused the man to be blind.  They had a false belief that whenever 
Jesus touching the 
closed eyes of a man 
with his fingers.

anything bad happened to someone it was because either the person or his ancestors had committed some trespass against God for which God curses them and/or their family.  What do you believe about a connection between sin and events? (This is Question # 1 of the quiz on page 5)
(John 9:3-5)  Jesus answers in the most remarkable way.  He says that the man's blindness is not related to anyone's sin.  He says the man is blind so that the disciples and therefore, we, the readers of the gospel account, can learn something about God.  This man has been placed on the earth to carry out God's purpose.  His condition and circumstances were designed by God to make it possible for him to complete that purpose.  Does this imply that each of us was put here to fulfill some purpose of God?  Does it also imply that our nature and circumstances are also designed around that purpose?  (Questions #2 and #3 of the quiz on page 5)
(John 9:6-7) What did Jesus use to heal the man? (J1)__________________________________________  Jesus heals the man in such a way, that when his eyes begin to see, Jesus is no longer around.  In that way, Jesus makes sure that the man could not and did not see Jesus.  This becomes important later in the story.

(John 9:8-12) Has this formerly blind man ever seen Jesus? (J2)______________  His friends and neighbors, after some trouble believing it is really him who was once blind, want to know where to find Jesus.  The man being blind at his last meeting with Jesus can not know.  Jesus has made sure of that.

(John 9:13-17) To whom do they take the man? (J3)___________________________ God has so arranged the blind man's circumstances so that some of his neighbors have some kind of relationship with the Pharisees.  The Pharisees are upset because the healing was on the Sabbath day which is against Jewish law, at least, according to their interpretation.  On the other hand it is clear, even to them, that a God sized miracle has occurred.  Finally they ask the once blind man his opinion.

(John 9:17-23) Has this formerly blind man ever seen Jesus? (J4)______________  Even though he has never seen Jesus, he believes that Jesus is a prophet of God based on what He has done.  The Pharisees are unconvinced.  They call the man's parents to testify, and everything is confirmed.  The parents are afraid of being thrown out of the synagogue, and do not offer their opinion.

(John 9:24-34) Whose disciple do the Pharisees claim to be? (J5)______________________  Again they question the man.  This time they try to change his opinion of Jesus.  Because Jesus does not match their ideas of what God should be like, they reject the clear evidence of Who He is.  Unbelieving people will try to do the same to you.  Every time you do not know the answer to a question they will try to twist that into evidence that you are wrong.  They will try to make your lack of an answer into doubts in your mind.  They may do it maliciously and intentionally, or in a desperate attempt to pretend they do not know they are the ones who are wrong.  More likely they are just being human beings.  It is a natural, though incorrect, way to think.

How this once blind man responds is very interesting.  Instead of focusing on what is not known and on their doubts and accusations he looks at what he does know for sure.  He knows that once he was blind, and that now he sees.  You know what you once were and, what you have become in the hands of almighty God.  You were lost, and now you are saved.  Focus on the evidence you do have, your own salvation.

Amazing Grace

Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound)

That sav’d a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see.

Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares,

I have already come;

’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

And grace will lead me home.
Man on life raft on stormy sea.  Caption reads, "Storms of Life, a Good Time for Prayer"  Scripture below reads, "Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." Ps 50.

(John 9:35-38)  Has this formerly blind man ever seen Jesus? (J6)______________  Jesus finds the once blind man and reveals Himself to him.  The man, understanding Jesus is Lord, responds with worship.  He was obedient in a little, and was faithful with what had been revealed to him so he is rewarded with more revelations.  This is the way it really works.  Obey what you understand about God, and more understanding will be given to you.

BIBLE SHAPED LIKE A SHIELD
(John 9:39-41)  Some of the arrogant Pharisees may be beginning to understand.  "We are not blind too, are we?"  They think they have God all figured out.  Instead, they are always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.  They use what knowledge they have of God as a tool to manipulate and control others instead of using it to more faithfully obey God.  As a result they see nothing about God's reality.  They know nothing of His love and grace.  The lesson for us is simple.  Trust what we know to be true.  Do not expect that you will ever have all the answers.  Be willing to say, "I do not know."   Like the once blind man, you and I have never seen Jesus but we know by what He has done in our lives that He is our Savior. 

2 Timothy 1:11-13 "Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus."  Do not let a lack of 

knowledge block you from speaking for Jesus Christ.  You had enough knowledge to accept him as your Savior.  Just because you do not know everything, does not mean you are wrong.  The people asking you questions do not know everything either.  You have probably met very educated people in your life who were wrong.  One of the leading causes of death is mistakes by very educated people in the medical profession.  Every time there is a trial at least one very educated lawyer turns out to be wrong.  This does not mean we should be happy with not knowing, or that we should not try to learn more in order to answer questions.  It simply means that we should remain confident in what we do know, while we gain even more knowledge.
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You and I are walking proof of the truth Christianity.  You know what you were like before you met Christ, and you know what you are like now.  Often this difference is so deep inside of us that it is impossible for others to see it.  That does not mean it is not real.  Be patient.  The truth will become known.  
Consider the case of Lot's door.  Two angels were sent to rescue the nephew of Abraham from the coming destruction of Sodom.  Read Genesis 19:1-17.   How many times did someone shut Lot's door? (G1) _____  Archeologists began to question the validity of this account in the 1800's.  They could find no evidence of houses in those times that had doors.  What it says in verse 9 makes it clear that it was not just talking about a curtain over an open doorway.  They believed doors that could be shut were introduced much later in time and therefore the account could not be true.  As time went by, however, they dug deeper into the ruins of ancient cities.  They discovered something they never expected.  Very old houses did have doors that could be shut.   For some reason doors that could shut went out of fashion for several hundred years and then came back into fashion.  For years the validity of the Bible was under attack for no good reason.  Just because you do not know the answer does not mean there is not one.  Something 
might come to light later that explains it.    Is not knowing and being wrong the same thing?  (G2) ________
A similar thing happened with an ancient people called the Hittites.  They are mentioned about 50 times throughout the Old Testament.  For many decades archeologists and historians attacked the truth of the Bible claiming there were no such people.  Then somebody dug them up.  Educated people are a little more hesitant to attack the historical accuracy of the Bible anymore, at least, the parts after Genesis chapter 11.  Time after time the Bible has been found to be right.   They thought just because they did not know about something that the Bible must be wrong.    
Is not knowing and being wrong the same thing?  (G3)____
More recently they have been attacking the account of the flood in the time of Noah.  (Genesis 6:1-9:29)  Many other ancient accounts of a
Living waters flowing from the Bible while men die of thirst looking for water elsewhere.

flood have been found.  In them, the people who survive are not named Noah. Almost everyone agrees, these other stories they have been digging up are usually full of all kinds of nonsense.

Nevertheless, the claim is made that the Bible account of the flood is just one myth among many.   Once again, educated, but unbelieving people, are coming to the wrong conclusion.  Of course, there are many accounts of the flood.  It really happened.  Think about a recent news worthy event.  Two news reports can not even get it the same

 at the time.  Imagine how twisted the various accounts would be thousands of years later.  Which one do you trust?  Who is more likely to tell you the truth, someone known to be a liar, or someone who has always told you the truth before?  That is easy.  The one which has told you the truth about everything else, the Bible.
Just because there are questions about the Bible the answer to which must be, "I do not know," does not mean that 

the parts we do understand are not true.  Some people do not seem to want to trust God unless all of their questions are answered.  Certainly we should not believe in a God who makes no sense.  That would be extremely stupid.  But, although we do not know all the answers, that does not mean it is not sensible to be a Christian.  In fact, I can not think of a single time in my entire life that I had all the information before making a decision about anything of importance.  
The same is true of our questioners.  We all trust all kinds of things without complete information.  We often buy the food we eat from people we have never met.  We follow the advice of doctors even though some are quacks.  We listen to lawyers even though some are shysters.  Many of us do not know how the cars work that we drive.  Some of us use telephones with no technical knowledge at all.  When was the last time any of us looked at the inspection certificate of an elevator before getting on it?  And yet there are those who would have us believe that the opposite of faith is knowledge.  They are wrong.  It is true that knowledge of God's word gives birth to faith.  But the opposite of faith is fear.  The opposite of knowledge is ignorance.   Faith and knowledge are friends, not enemies.
Perhaps the largest battle in the Pacific theater of World War II was the Battle of Leyte Gulf in October, 1944.  The Americans were attacking the Japanese in the Philippines with significant landing forces.  The Japanese were successful in tricking most of the American fleet into chasing a phantom Japanese fleet far to the north.  The Americans left behind a small number of destroyers and small "jeep" carriers, under Admiral Sprague, to support the landing operations off Samar.  Little did they know that the main Japanese battle fleet under Admiral Kurita was sneaking up on them from the another direction.  The Japanese attacked with big heavily armored ships and big guns.  
Admiral Sprague knew he had no chance of winning but his responsibility was to protect the landing zone.  The Americans counterattacked with little ships and little guns supported by airplanes which had no ammunition capable of piercing the armor of the big ships.  (The bombs on the airplanes were designed for attacking land based forces, not armored ships.)  The only thing the Americans had that had any chance of inflicting significant damage were torpedoes.  They managed to sink a few of the Japanese ships but for the most part they were losing badly.  I knew a man who was there.  He said he saw an American destroyer hit by the big Japanese guns with such force that it sank in less than a second.  Many of the American pilots continued to fly above the Japanese ships as if they were attacking long after they ran out of ammunition just to draw fire away from those who still had something to shoot.
With a major victory almost in his hands, Admiral Kurita decided to run.  He still had a formidable fighting force but because he had expected lighter resistance, he was uncertain of what he was up against.   Admiral Sprague wrote in his report of the battle, that the American victory was because of "our successful smoke-screen, our torpedo counter-attack, continuous harassment of the enemy by bomb, torpedo, and strafing air attacks, timely maneuvers, and the definite partiality of Almighty God."  What happened?   Simple.  Admiral Kurita looked at what he did not know - the size and number of the enemy fleet.  Admiral Sprague looked at what he did know - he was there to protect the American landing force.

Even in the face of questions to which you do not know the answer, keep your eyes focused on what you do know.  You might say something like, "I do not know.  Let me tell you about what I do know that makes it unnecessary
for me to know the answer to that question."  Or say something like, "I do not know.  Let me study that for a while and see what I can find.  Let me ask you a question.  Do you know Jesus as your Savior?"    They may laugh or answer something like, " I do not know.  Let me study that for a while ..."  On the other hand they might let you present the Gospel.  You are not responsible for the results.  Let God worry about that.  Look at what you know.  Obey what you know.  Share what He has done for you. 

Read Matthew 28:19-20.  What is your purpose and circumstance?

-------------------------------------- ANSWERS --------------------------------------
People hold hands around the globe.

(John 9:6-7) What did Jesus use to heal the man?
(J1) spit and dirt mixed into mud 
(John 9:8-12) Has this formerly blind man ever seen Jesus?
(J2) No 
(John 9:13-17) To whom do they take the man?
(J3) Pharisees 
(John 9:17-23) Has this formerly blind man ever seen Jesus?
(J4) No 
(John 9:24-34) Whose disciple do the Pharisees claim to be?
(J5) Moses'
(John 9:35-38)  Has this formerly blind man ever seen Jesus?
(J6) No
How many times did someone shut Lot's door?
(G1) Twice Gen 19:6 and Gen 19:10
Is not knowing and being wrong the same thing?
(G2) NO 
Is not knowing and being wrong the same thing?
(G3) NO 
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Write the answers to the questions below and then mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  This Quiz is "open book."  Feel free to look back at the lesson and/or in the Bible.

[1] What do you believe about a connection between sin and events in our lives[image: image2.png]



[2] Do you believe you were put here to fulfill some purpose of God[image: image3.png]


  Why[image: image4.png]



[3] Do you believe God arranges the circumstances of our lives[image: image5.png]


  Why[image: image6.png]



[4] Is believing you know and being right the same thing[image: image7.png]


  Why[image: image8.png]



[5] Do you feel uncomfortable when you do not know the answer to a question that a non-believer asks about Christianity[image: image9.png]


  Why[image: image10.png]



[6] Do you have any questions for us[image: image11.png]



[7] Do you have any prayer requests[image: image12.png]
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