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300
Fundamentals of the Faith

Lesson 7 - Discipleship

The first four pages are a guide for you to use as you read about the fundamentals.  When you have completed your reading assignments answer the questions on the last two pages and mail that page to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  Do not forget to include your name.

Read these scriptures and fill in the blanks.  Read the whole passage before answering.  Answer key on page 4.
We believe the best and most proper way for us to express our gratitude for God's salvation is to love Him and obey His command to love one another.

(A) The Greatest Commandments

Read Matthew 22:36-40.  

What are the two greatest commandments?

(A1) __________________________________

_____________________________________
(A2) __________________________________

_____________________________________

(B) Those who truly love God obey him 
Stone with word carved into front that say, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your soul, and with all your mind.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Matt. 22:37,39



(B1) Read what Jesus says in John 14:15.  What will we do if we love him?  _____________________________________________________
(B2) Read Hebrews 11:1-40 True or False? Faith is demonstrated in actions that are pleasing to God. ________
Drawing of the giants letters LOVE carved out of stone with the Ark of the Covenant sitting on top.  Written on the wings of the angels wings are the words Mercy and Justice.  Inside the ark you can see the commandments. There is scripture written below the drawing that reads, "The foundation of God standeth sure.

2 Timothy 2:19


Read I John 5:2-3 

(B3) How do we show our love for God?  ____________________________________________________________________________

(B4) Are God's commandments a great burden or grievous?  ________
(B5) Read II John 1:6 What is loving God? ____________________________________________________________________________
(B6) Read John 14:21 Those who love the Lord do what? ____________________________________________________________________________

(C) Obeying God's commands leads to blessings

(C1) Read John 14:23 What happens to those who obey the Lord? _______________________________________________________________
(C2) Read Leviticus 26:3-5 What happens to those who obey the Lord? ___________________________________________________________________
(C3) Read Matthew 5:19 What happens to those who practice and teach what the Lord said? ___________________________________________________________________
(C4) Read Matthew 7:24-27 What happens to those who obey the Lord? ___________________________________________________________________

(C5) Read Hebrews 6:10-12 Will God forget or overlook the love we have shown Him?  _____________
(C6) Read I John 3:22  Does the answer to our prayers have anything to do with obeying God?  _________
(D) What does God expect us to do?
(D1) Read Hebrews 5:12-14 God expects us to train ourselves by practice to tell the difference between ________ and ________
(D2) Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 Does God expect His children to act differently than other people?  ___
(D3) Read Ephesians 4:11-16 Can we say God expects us to grow in unity and maturity?  _______
(D4) Read Romans 12:1-2 Are we supposed to be like or conformed to this world or age?  _____
(D5) Read 2 Tim 2:15 We are to be diligent or study to make sure we accurately understand or "rightly divide" what?  ______________________________________.
Drawing of a naval scene.

Large light house dominates the picture.

On the light house is written GOD'S LAW.  On the light shining out is written, "Thou Shalt Not" (a promise)

A ship is making it's way through the crashing waves.  

The ship is saying, "I will run the way of thy commandments."

(E) Which commands do we obey? 
The simple answer of, "All of them," can not be true.  Almost everyone would agree that the command to build an ark was for Noah and not for us.  Likewise most will agree that the command that we love one another is meant for all of us.  However, there are many other commands on which there is not such wide agreement.  Are we not supposed to eat pork?  If they rebuild the temple are we supposed to sacrifice animals and worship in the temple?  Are we supposed to celebrate the Passover?  What about musical instruments?  Are some or all not acceptable in worship?  How old should someone be when they are baptized?  Do you baptize by immersion in water or by sprinkling or pouring water on someone? How do you know which commands falls into the category with building the ark which were only meant for someone back then, and which commands fall into the category of loving each other which is meant for us all?

To answer these questions we begin to get into the areas of Christian belief where opinions vary widely between different denominations, between congregations in the same denomination, and even between people in the same church.  Most of what we have studied to this point is agreed on by a huge majority of Christians, although you can find alternate ideas about almost anything.

I have neither the space nor the knowledge to teach you about what many other Christians believe and why they do.  What I will do is show you what I believe.  On this topic Paul said in Romans 14:5 "One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike.  Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind."  Whatever you decide, it is very important that you make up your own mind and then abide by it.  You need to know what you believe and why you believe it or you will be lukewarm and not pleasing to God.
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300 Fundamentals of the Faith

Lesson 7 - Discipleship
(F) Our Duty to God

The reason we no longer obey the Old Testament laws is not because there is anything wrong with them. We no longer obey them because we have something better.
Picture of a cross in the center of each half of stone 10 commandments.

"The time is coming", declares the Lord, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah."  Jeremiah 31:31

Some of each covenant can be found in what we call the Old and New Testaments.

Old Covenant (Good)

Galatians 3:23-25; Hebrews 8:13; Luke 16:16
New Covenant (Better)

(Actually the same covenant re-affirmed with Gentiles grafted in) Jeremiah 31:33

Foreshadows the New

Luke 24:27; John 5:46; Acts 13:27; Deuteronomy 18:15; 

Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:3; Genesis 22:18; Numbers 21:9; Numbers 24:17; 2 Sam 7:12-16; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:1; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 42:1; Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Daniel 7:13-14; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9; Zechariah 12:10
Fulfills the Old

Matthew 5:17; Matthew 1:23; Matthew 2:6;Matthew 4:15; Matthew 8:17; Matthew 12:18-22; Matthew 21:5; 

Matthew 24:30; Luke 16:16; Luke 22:37; Luke 24:27; 

John 1:45; John 3:14

Focused on Behavior

Exodus 20 through Deuteronomy 34
Focused on the Heart

Matthew 9:13; Matthew 12:7; Colossians 2:20-22, Hosea 6:6

Circumcision as initiation ceremony

Genesis 17:10; Acts 7:8; Romans 4:11
Baptism as initiation ceremony

Colossians 2:10-12

Animal Sacrifice

Lev 17:11 And many other verses
Lord's Supper

Matthew 26:28; Mark 14:24; 1 Cor 11:25; Hebrews 9:15; Hebrews 12:24; Luke 22:20

We are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. (God's grace)  The blood of animal sacrifice was just a shadow and symbol of what was to come just as the Lord's supper is a remembrance & symbol of what has been accomplished.

Giving 10% 

Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 14:22
Giving 100%

Luke 21:1-4; 1 Corinthians 6:19

1 Day in 7 belongs to God

Exodus 20:8-11, Deuteronomy 5:12-15
7 days in 7 belongs to God

Romans 12:1-2

Do not Kill

Exodus 20:13, Deuteronomy 5:17
Do not Hate

Matthew 5:21-22

Do not Commit Adultery

Exodus 20:14, Deuteronomy 5:18
Do not Lust

Matt 5:27-28

Cultural Laws, Prophets and Judges

Deuteronomy 16:18; Deuteronomy 13:1-5
Governmental Authority

Romans 13:1-7

Do not want your neighbor's stuff

Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21
Love your neighbor as yourself

Romans 13:9

Dietary Laws

Leviticus 11:1-47 and many other verses
Not Required (again)

Genesis 1:29-30, Gen 9:3; 1 Timothy 4:5; Matthew 15:11, Acts 11:6-9

God's Temple is a tent or a building

Exodus 26 and 27, and many others
God's Temple is our Body

1 Corinthians 6:19

Worship in the Temple only

Deuteronomy 12:2-7; Deuteronomy 14:22-26
Worship Everywhere

John 4:19-21, 23

God's people are descendants

         of Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob

Genesis 12:2-3; Genesis 22:18; Isaiah 42:1; Hebrews 11:1-40
Church grafted in or adopted

Luke 16:16; Philippians 3:3; Romans 11:16-25; 

Matthew 25:32; John 1:6-7; Romans 12:4-5

Earlier Commissions                (physically fill the earth)

Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:1
Great Commission               (spiritually fill the earth)

Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:45-47; 

Acts 1:8-9; John 20:21

------------------  ANSWERS  ------------------
(A) The Greatest Commandments
Read Matthew 22:36-40.  What are the two greatest commandments?

(A1) Love the Lord your God with everything within you.

(A2) Love your neighbor as yourself.
(B) Those who truly love God obey him
(B1) Read what Jesus says in John 14:15.  


What will we do if we love him?  Keep or obey His commandments.
(B2) Read Hebrews 11:1-40 


True or False? Faith is shown in actions that are pleasing to God. True
Read I John 5:2-3 

(B3) How do we show our love for God?  By keeping or obeying his commandments.
Wooden cross with manuscript nail to the cross which says, Law of types and ceremonies.

At the foot of the cross are the stone tablets representative of the 10 commandments. 

In the background is an altar with a burning sacrificial lamb. 


(B4) Are God's commandments a great burden or grievous?  No.
(B5) Read II John 1:6 What is loving God?  Walking in obedience, in accord with, or after his commandments.
(B6) Read John 14:21 Those who love the Lord do what?  They keep or obey his commandments.
(C) Obeying God's commands leads to blessings
(C1) Read John 14:23 What happens to those who obey the Lord? 
God will love them and Jesus and God will live or abide with them.
(C2) Read Leviticus 26:3-5 What happens to those who obey the Lord? 
They will see results from their labor, have enough to eat, and live in safety.
(C3) Read Matthew 5:19 What happens to those who practice and teach what the Lord said?  
They will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
(C4) Read Matthew 7:24-27 What happens to those who obey the Lord?  Their works will survive catastrophe.
(C5) Read Hebrews 6:10-12 Will God forget or overlook the love we have shown Him?  No.
(C6) Read I John 3:22  Does the answer to our prayers have anything to do with obeying God?  Yes
(D) What does God expect us to do?

(D1) Read Hebrews 5:12-14 God expects us to train ourselves by practice to tell the difference between good and evil.
(D2) Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 Does God expect His children to act differently than other people?  Yes.

Line drawings

 of angel and devil.

(D3) Read Ephesians 4:11-16 Is it fair to say God expects us to grow in unity and maturity?  Yes
(D4) Read Romans 12:1-2 Are we supposed to be like or conformed to this world or age?  No
(D5) Read 2 Tim 2:15 We are to be diligent or study to make sure we accurately understand or "rightly divide" what?  God's word of truth.
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Name: _______________________________________

Course 300  Lesson 7

Please answer the questions below.  When you have completed this, mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 or turn it in to us during our Tuesday night worship service.
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 (1) Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.  What do you think this passage is talking about?  Explain.
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 (2) Read  Hebrews 5:8-11  What does this passage tell us about Jesus?
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 (3) Read John 6:26-29  What do you think this passage means and why?
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 (4) When I quoted Romans 14:5 "One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind." in this lesson did you look up the context to make sure I quoted it right?  If not, why not?  What do you think the entire chapter of Romans 14 is talking about?
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 (5) Do you have any questions or comments about this lesson or anything else?
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 (6) Do you have any prayer requests?
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