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107 Minor Prophets

Lesson 11 - Malachi

The book of Malachi covers the time period of approximately 420-400 B.C. or right after Ezra.  Malachi brings a mixed message.  He declares the love of God for his people but he also brings admonishments for their many sins.  There is one sin that is not mentioned in this book; idolatry.  The Israelites has finally learned not to worship the pagan Gods of their neighbors.

In Malachi we see the power of questions.  Some of the questions are rhetorical.  That means that the answer to the question is suggested by the question, and no actual answer is expected.  Some of the questions are a device to show a kind of dialog between God and His people.  There are twenty-eight questions in Malachi.  After reading the book answer each one of Malachi's questions below.  If it is rhetorical, give the answer that is implied or suggested by the question.  If it is part of the dialog, write the answer given by Malachi.

Mal 1:2 How have You loved us?    _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:2 Was not Esau Jacob's brother?     ______________________________________
Mal 1:6 Then if I am a father, where is My honor?    ________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:6 And if I am a master, where is My respect?      _______________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:6 How have we despised Your name?     ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:7 How have we defiled You?   ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:8 But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? ________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:8 And when you present the lame and sick, is it not evil?     _________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:8 Why not offer it to your governor?    ____________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 1:8 Would he be pleased with you?     _________________
Mal 1:8 Or would he receive you kindly?     _________________
Mal 1:9 But now will you not entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us?     _______________
Mal 1:9 With such an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly?     ________________
Mal 1:13 Should I receive that from your hand?     _________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 2:10 Do we not all have one father?     _____________________________________
Mal 2:10 Has not one God created us?     ______________________________________
Mal 2:10 Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers?  

____________________________________________________________

Mal 2:14  For what reason?     ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

And what did that one (with the Spirit) do while he was seeking a godly offspring?   _______________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 2:17 How have we wearied Him?  _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Mal 3:2 Who can endure the day of His coming?     ________________________________
Mal 3:2 And who can stand when He appears?     _________________________________
Malachi 3:3 When refining silver, a silversmith holds the silver in the very center of the hottest part of the fire to burn away any impurities.  He has to watch it very carefully the whole time, because if he leaves it in the fire for too long, it will be destroyed.  He can tell it is pure, when it becomes shiny enough to be a mirror, and he can see his own face in it.  When you feel like you are in the center of the fire, be assured the Lord has His eye on you, watching carefully to make sure you will not be destroyed.  He will know you have been there long enough, when He can see Himself in you. 

Mal 3:7 How shall we return?     __________________________________________
Mal 3:8 Will a man rob God?     _____________________ 

Mal 3:8 How have we robbed You? ________________________________________ 

Mal 3:13 What have we spoken against You?     __________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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107 Minor Prophets

Lesson 11 - Malachi

Bridge to the New Testament

Malachi 3:1 is seen by most Bible believing scholars as a prophecy of the coming of John the Baptist.  Because Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament both in time and in terms of where it appears in most Bibles, and because John the Baptist is one of the first events reported in the Gospels, Malachi is considered to be "The Bridge connecting the Old and New Testaments.  

Read Matthew 17:10-13 and Malachi 4:5.  Who does Jesus say John the Baptist is?  _______________

Let's look at some other connections between Malachi and the New Testament.  Match each of these verses in Malachi to the corresponding passage in the New Testament:


Malachi 1:3


Matthew 11:10-14


Malachi 2:10


Luke 1:17


Malachi 3:1


Romans 9:10-13


Malachi 3:2


Ephesians 4:6


Malachi 4:6


Revelations 6:17

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

Remember your answers do not have to match word for word.  You just need to have the same idea.

Mal 1:2 How have You loved us? He did not destroy them like He did the nation of Edom.
Mal 1:2 Was not Esau Jacob's brother? Yes, they were brothers. Gen 25:20-28

Mal 1:6 Then if I am a father, where is My honor? The priests despised His name instead of honoring Him by bringing defiled blood to sacrifice to Him.
Mal 1:6 And if I am a master, where is My respect? The priests despised His name instead of respecting Him by bringing defiled blood to sacrifice to Him.

Mal 1:6 How have we despised Your name? By presenting defiled food upon His altar.
Mal 1:7 How have we defiled You? By saying the table of the LORD is to be despised.
Mal 1:8 But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? Less than your best for God is evil.
Mal 1:8 And when you present the lame and sick, is it not evil? Less than your best for God is evil
Mal 1:8 Why not offer it to your governor? Because he would not accept it.
Mal 1:8 Would he be pleased with you? No.
Mal 1:8 Or would he receive you kindly?  No
Mal 1:9 But now will you not entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us? Yes
Mal 1:9 With such an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly? No
Mal 1:13 Should I receive that from your hand? God will not find what is stolen or damaged acceptable.
Mal 2:10 Do we not all have one father? Yes.  God is our Father.
Mal 2:10 Has not one God created us? Yes, one God created us all.
Mal 2:10 Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers?  Because we are sinful people.

Mal 2:14  For what reason?  Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 

And what did that one (with the Spirit) do while he was seeking a godly offspring? They were loyal to their wife.

Mal 2:17 How have we wearied Him? In that you say, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delights in them," or when you ask, "Where is the God of justice?" 

Mal 3:2 Who can endure the day of His coming? Only the pure.
Mal 3:2 And who can stand when He appears? Only the holy.
Mal 3:7 How shall we return? By doing what is right.
Mal 3:8 Will a man rob God? "No," is the expected answer to this rhetorical question.  They knew they were not supposed to rob God.  The actual answer is, "Yes," as Malachi explains.  They were robbing God.

Mal 3:8 How have we robbed You? In tithes and offerings. 

Mal 3:13 What have we spoken against You? By saying, "It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept His charge, and that we have walked in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 

Mal 4:5 Who does Jesus say John the Baptist is?  Elijah Matt 17:13.  Also see Matt 11:14; Mark 9:11-13

Match each of these verses in Malachi to the corresponding passage in the New Testament:


Malachi 1:3
Romans 9:10-13


Malachi 2:10
Ephesians 4:6


Malachi 3:1
Matthew 11:10-14


Malachi 3:2
Revelations 6:17


Malachi 4:6
Luke 1:17

Also see:

Malachi 1:11 and Matthew 8:11

Malachi 2:9 and James 2:1-9

Malachi 2:10 and John 8:41

Malachi 2:15 and Matthew 19:4-5

Malachi 2:16 and Matthew 19:6-8

Malachi 2:17 and 2 Peter 3:4

Malachi 3:1 and Luke 1:76
Malachi 3:1 and Luke 7:27

Malachi 3:1 and Mark 1:2

Malachi 3:2 and 1 Corinthians 3:13-15

Malachi 3:2 and Matthew 3:10-12

Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 6:17-18

Malachi 3:6 and James 1:17

Malachi 3:6 and Romans 11:29
Malachi 3:7 and Acts 7:51

Malachi 3:10 and 2 Cor 9:6-8

Malachi 3:17 and 1 Peter 2:9

Malachi 4:1 and 2 Peter 3:7

Malachi 4:1 and 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8

Malachi 4:1 and Luke 3:17

Malachi 4:1 and Matthew 3:12
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Lesson 11
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) The first nine verses of Malachi Chapter 2 have no questions.  What is this passage about?
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 (2) Malachi Chapter 4 has no questions.  What is this chapter about?
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 (3) Do you see any behavior in God's church today that is similar to what Malachi was saying God's people were doing back then?  Explain.
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Malachi?  Why?
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 (5) What was the most interesting thing you learned while studying Malachi?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Malachi was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Malachi?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8)  How do you want your name to appear on the course certificate?

______________________________
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 (9) What are your prayer requests?
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