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107 Minor Prophets

Lesson 8 - Zephaniah

We know more about Zephaniah than many of the prophets, certainly a lot more than his two contemporaries, that we just studied, Nahum and Habakkuk, about which we almost know nothing.  We have a list of Zephaniah's ancestors to the 4th generation that indicates he is the descendent of King Hezekiah. (Zeph 1:1) We also know that he prophesied during the reign of Josiah in about 625 B.C.   This book has very strong words from God to nations of sinful people. There is a great judgment for the tremendous sins of the prophet's day, yet it is also a book of hope. The book announces a great deliverance for the few faithful who will eventually return to bring the Messiah to the world. 

Zephaniah Chapter 1

In the 1st chapter we notice that this in not something that the prophet decided to do but rather that the prophet received a word from the Lord.  This chapter reminds us of the time of the flood and Noah being chosen to build the ark and save a remnant.  The problem is the same, but the solution is different.  The Lord declares that He will simply sweep away the peoples of the earth.  There is not one nation that has satisfied him, and all are to be destroyed one way or another.  Please read Zephaniah chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A] How many things will God remove from the face of the earth?  _______________  

[1B] God will stretch out His hand against those who bow down to the ______________________ and those that bow down to the Lord and yet swear by ___________________ 

[1C] What is near or soon?  ________________________________________ 

[1D] From where will a loud crash be heard?  ____________________ 

[1E] How will God search Jerusalem?  _______________________ 

[1F] Who weeps bitterly on the day of the Lord?  _________________________ 

[1G] Why is God bringing distress on men?  ___________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

[1H] What will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy?  ____________________________ 

Zephaniah Chapter 2 

Chapters 2 and 3 speak of the great judgment of Jerusalem and Judah as this people have not worshiped faithfully. They have worshiped at altars to Baal, and have even put idols in the Temple of Jehovah. The Lord says that their blood will be poured out like dust.  In the 2nd chapter the Lord speaks about a judgment to come on all the nations around Judah. Each nation is listed by name and the judgment of that nation is given.  Please read Zephaniah chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

[2A] Those who have obeyed His commands and who seek what and what might be hidden in the day of the Lord's anger?  _________________________ and _____________________ 

[2B] Who will be driven out at noon? ____________ 

[2C] Who will restore the fortune of the remnant of Judah? ____________________________ 

[2D] Why will Moab and Ammon be plundered and become a desolation forever?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[2E] What will the Lord do to all the gods of the earth?  __________________________ 

Zephaniah Chapter 3

If it were not for the last part of the 3rd chapter this would be a most discouraging book. In the 9th verse of chapter 3 the text turns to a people to be purified and returned to Judah, a people for the Lord are to be saved. The text speaks of a new humility and a return of the Love of the Lord. It speaks of the Lord again bringing his blessings to a remnant of this nation who has returned to His ways.  Please read Zephaniah chapter 3 and answer the following questions: 

[3A] Who was not trusted?  ______________________ 

[3B] Who are reckless and treacherous men? ___________________________ 

[3C] Who will do no injustice?  ___________________ 

[3D] What were they eager to do? _________________________________________ 

[3E] What will be devoured by the fire of the Lord's zeal?  ____________________________  

[3F] For what will they feel no shame? ______________________________________ 

[3G] Who is the King of Israel? ________________________ 

[3H] What will be noisy and what will be quiet?  _______________________________ and
___________________________________________  

[3I] What will happen before their eyes?  _____________________________________
------------------------ ZEPHANIAH ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] How many things will God remove from the face of the earth?  All  Zp 1:2

[1B] God will stretch out His hand against those who bow down to the host of heaven and those that bow down to the Lord and yet swear by Milcom.  Zp 1:5

[1C] What is near or soon?  The day of the Lord Zp 1:7

[1D] From where will a loud crash be heard?  The hills Zp 1:10

[1E] How will God search Jerusalem?  With lamps Zp 1:12

[1F] Who weeps bitterly on the day of the Lord?  The warrior Zp 1:14

[1G] Why is God bringing distress on men?  Because they have sinned against the Lord Zp 1:17

[1H] What will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy?  All the earth Zp 1:18

[2A] Those who have obeyed His commands and who seek what and what might be hidden in the day of the Lord's anger? Those who seek Righteousness and Humility Zp 2:3

[2B] Who will be driven out at noon? Ashdod Zp 2:4

[2C] Who will restore the fortune of the remnant of Judah? The Lord their God Zp 2:7

[2D] Why will Moab and Ammon be plundered and become a desolation forever?  Because they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the Lord of hosts. Zp 2:9-10

[2E] What will the Lord do to all the gods of the earth?  Starve them Zp 2:11

[3A] Who was not trusted?  The Lord Zp 3:2

[3B] Who are reckless and treacherous men? The prophets Zp 3:3

[3C] Who will do no injustice?  The Lord Zp 3:5

[3D] What were they eager to do? Corrupt all their deeds Zp 3:7

[3E] What will be devoured by the fire of the Lord's zeal?  All the earth  Zp 3:8

[3F] For what will they feel no shame? Their rebellious deeds Zp 3:11

[3G] Who is the King of Israel? The Lord Zp 3:15

[3H] What will be noisy and what will be quiet?  Joy will be noisy, love will be quiet  Zp 3:17

[3I] What will happen before their eyes?  God will restore their fortunes Zp 3:20

[image: image2.png]



Course 107

Lesson 8
Zephaniah Questions[image: image3.png]


     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) Compare Zephaniah 1:9 to 1 Samuel 5:1-5.  Some theologians teach that 1 Sam 5:5 explains the meaning of "leap on the temple threshold" in Zephaniah 1:9.  They say Zephaniah means that God will punish those who worship Dagon, the god of the Philistines.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?
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 (2) Compare Zephaniah 2:3 with Matthew 5:3 and 5:6.  How are they the same?  How are they different?
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 (3) Zephaniah 3:13-15 seems to imply that the reason people lie is fear; that people lie because they fear what might happen if they reveal the truth.  Is this true of you?  Do you ever lie for any other reason?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Zephaniah?  Why?
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 (5) Was Zephaniah and this lesson helpful to you in your Christian life?  Why, or why not?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Zephaniah was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Zephaniah?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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