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107 Minor Prophets

Lesson 6 - Nahum

Since this is a short book, we are going to take this opportunity to learn a little geography about the places mentioned in this book, before we read it.

Find these places on the map below.

Assyria – Ancient empire whose religious capital was Asshur and political capital was Nineveh.  At the time of Nahum it covered Mesopotamia, most of Asia Minor, Syria, Judah, Lebanon, Israel and all the parts in between such as the area of modern Jordan.

Bashan – Region of ancient Israel now called the Golan Heights

Carmel – Region west of Galilee around Mt. Carmel

Egypt – Nation in Northeast Africa where Nile reaches the sea.

Ethiopia – Nation in eastern Africa south of Egypt

Jerusalem – Capital city of Judah

Judah – Nation formed from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin

Lebanon – Nation on the coast of the Mediterranean to the north of Judah.

Lubim – Some say this is the name of the people who lived in Put, others think it was another country in North Africa in the North part of modern Sudan.

Mesopotamia – the region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers

Nile – Major river in Africa 

Nineveh – Political capital of the Assyrian Empire

No-amon – City that used to be on the Nile River before God destroyed it.  Better known by the name of Thebes

Put – African nation to the west of Egypt.  Modern Libya. (Also called Phut)

Map of Bible Lands

Nahum is a little book of prophecy against Nineveh, the same city which repented at the preaching of Jonah.   We know very little of the prophet Nahum, except that he was an Elkoshite, and we do not know where that place was located. Some argue for it being in Galilee, perhaps even Capernaum, where Jesus began his ministry.  Others argue somewhere in the region closer to the city of Nineveh.  Others have different ideas.  

We see at the beginning of the book that this is a vision from God. He wrote shortly before the destruction of Nineveh in 612 B.C.  Israel had long before been taken into captivity.   In just a few more years Judah would also be taken away.  The words of the book are very strong as the prophet describes this sinful city. We cannot help but remember the words of Jonah hundreds of years before which brought about the repentance of this same place.  And yet this poetic and forceful message is apparently ignored, since Nineveh did suffer all the evil prophesied in this little book.  It has also been suggested that the people of Nineveh never heard this prophecy; because it was given in Judah, which was at that time under the rule of Nineveh.  This is possible, but I believe it much more likely that Nineveh had every chance to repent, and did not, leading to their ruin 612 B.C.

Nahum 1 The 1st chapter gives us a lesson in the wrath and power of the Lord. The prophet explains that it is the Lord who is in charge in all things on the earth. He states that the Lord is a refuge in time of trouble, yet that will not save Nineveh. The city is vile and there is a grave prepared for this people.

Please read Nahum chapter 1 and answer the following questions: 

[1A] The Lord saves his wrath for who?
__________________________________________
[1B] What are dust beneath the Lord's feet?
________________________________________
[1C] What happens to the sea if the Lord rebukes it?
___________________________________
[1D] What is the Lord in the day of trouble?
________________________________________
[1E] What happens to plans made against the Lord?
____________________________________
[1F] Who plots evil against the Lord?
____________________________________________
[1G] Who issued a command to set Judah free?
______________________________________
Nahum 2 Chapter 2 speaks of the army that the Lord has prepared to overrun Nineveh and the great struggle that is about to take place. The army is described in the most colorful terms, and the destruction of the city is pictured in simple detail. The greatest statement of this chapter is "I am against you," declares the Lord Almighty. If we can only hear this message clearly as the word is spoken to other nations, we will find one of the great motives of repentance. Please read Nahum chapter 2 and answer the following questions: 

[2A] Who will restore the splendor of Jacob?
_______________________________________
[2B] What color are the shields of the mighty men?
____________________________________
[2C] What races through the streets of the city?
______________________________________
[2D] What happens to the river gates?
___________________________________________
[2E] What happens to Nineveh's treasure.
_________________________________________
[2F] What happens to the voice of the messengers?
____________________________________
Nahum 3 The 3rd chapter shows us a people who have worshiped the idols and forsaken Jehovah. This people are to be destroyed like other nations who have done such things. Nineveh cannot be protected, the people have chosen to sin with no true repentance, and now the price must be paid. The people are challenged to look at the weakness of their army and realize they are like insects, and can provide no true defense against God. Man often takes on God, but God never loses! Please read Nahum chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A] What was Nineveh full of?
_______________________________________________
[3B] How many dead bodies were there?
__________________________________________
[3C] On what city is devastation and destruction prophesied?
______________________________
[3D] Nineveh is compared to another city which could not endure God's wrath.  What city?
____________
[3E] Nineveh's fortifications are compared to what?
___________________________________
[3F] Nineveh's destruction is compared to three destructive forces.  What?

_____________________,  _____________________,  _____________________
------------------------ NAHUM ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] The Lord saves his wrath for who?  His enemies Na 1:2

[1B] What are dust beneath the Lord's feet?  The clouds Na 1:3

[1C] What happens to the sea if the Lord rebukes it?  It dries up Na 1:4

[1D] What is the Lord in the day of trouble?  A stronghold Na 1:7

[1E] What happens to plans made against the Lord? He will make a complete end of it Na 1:9

[1F] Who plots evil against the Lord?  A wicked counselor Na 1:11

[1G] Who issued a command to set Judah free?  The Lord  Na 1:14-15

[2A] Who will restore the splendor of Jacob?  The Lord Na 2:2

[2B] What color are the shields of the mighty men? Red Na 2:3

[2C] What races through the streets of the city? Chariots Na 2:4

[2D] What happens to the river gates?  They are opened Na 2:6  There was a river running through Nineveh running right under the wall.  To break into the city the attackers dammed up the river and went in where the river wasn't anymore.

[2E] What happens to Nineveh's treasure.  It was plundered Na 2:9

[2F] What happens to the voice of the messengers?  It is not longer heard Na 2:13

[3A] What was Nineveh full of?  Lies and pillage Na 3:1 (It means the people who lived there were liars and armed robbers with blood on their hands.)

[3B] How many dead bodies were there?  Too many to count Na 3:3

[3C] On what city is devastation and destruction prophesied?  Nineveh Na 3:7-19

[3D] Nineveh is compared to another city which could not endure God's wrath.  What city? No-amon Na 3:8-10

[3E] Nineveh's fortifications are compared to what?  Ripe figs, ready to fall Na 3:12

[3F] Nineveh's destruction is compared to three destructive forces.  What?  fire, sword, locust Na 3:15
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) Compare Nahum 1:2 with Nahum 1:7.  How can both of these very different descriptions of the Lord both be true?

[image: image5.png]


 (2) In Nahum 3:1 it says that Nineveh is full of lies.  How can a city be full of lies?
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 (3) Could Nahum 3:19 apply to Satan as well as Nineveh?  Why or why not?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Nahum?  Why?
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 (5) Was Nahum and this lesson helpful to you in your Christian life?  Why, or why not?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Nahum was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Nahum?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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