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107 Minor Prophets

Lesson 3 - Amos

Amos prophesied during the Divided Kingdom period before either Israel or Judah had been taken into captivity.  The first chapter mentions Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Israel.  They were the last two kings to rule for a significant period of time before Israel was taken into captivity.  Amos warns Israel of this coming catastrophe, but he is ignored.  The Jeroboam mentioned here is not the same as Jeroboam son of Nebat, whose revolt divided the Kingdom some 200 years before.  

Read II Kings 14:23-29 and notice in particular verses 24 and 27.  Even though Jeroboam did evil, God still used him to preserve the country of Israel.  This is why it is so important that we pray for our leaders, no matter what we think of them.  Even though Israel was a wicked country with a wicked king, God still gave them another generation to repent, before calamity befell them.

Most of Amos is written in the form of Hebrew poetry.  That means you should expect to see a lot of parallelism and figures of speech.

Amos 1  Even though Amos was primarily a prophet to Israel, he begins by talking about the judgment of God against the countries around Israel.  Perhaps the idea was to make them realize that God was ruler over us all.  Read Amos chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A] For what offense was Gaza judged?  ___________________________________________________________________
[1B] For what offense was Ammon judged?  ______________________________________________________________. 

Amos 2  Amos continues with coming judgments on the countries around Israel.  Moab was distantly related, being the descendants of Lot, Abraham's nephew.  Judah was the "Southern Kingdom" and also descendants of Israel. Read Amos chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

[2A] What lead the people of Judah astray?  ____________________________ 

[2B] Who will flee naked in the day of God's judgment? ___________________________________________________________________
Amos 3  Amos continues his focus on Israel for the rest of the book.  More of God's judgment is announced.

Read Amos chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A] What must a trap have to catch something?  ___________  

[3B] Who will God use to bring about His judgment?  __________________ 

Amos 4 For this chapter to make sense you need to know that Bethel and Gilgal were two places they had set up idol worship.  Read Amos chapter 4 and answer the following questions:

[4A] What does "cleanness of teeth" in Am 4:6 mean?  _________________________ 

[4B] The judgment of Israel is compared with His judging of a nation (Described in Exodus) and two cities (Described in Genesis).  Name them:  _____________________  _____________________ and _____________________ 

Amos 5 A dirge is a song sung at a funeral.  Am 5:2-3 is the dirge Amos sings about Israel's coming destruction and captivity.  The rest of the chapter he is trying to get them to change their behavior so that the coming judgment will be unnecessary.  Read Amos chapter 5 and answer the following questions:

[5A] If they do not repent and seek the Lord, He will break forth like what?  __________ 

[5B] Why does he tell them to seek good instead of evil.  ________________________________
[5C] Rather than sacrifice and offerings God wants something to roll down and flow.  What?  ________________________________________________________
Amos 6  Those who depend on their wealth or their foreign allies will do no better than those who depend on false gods.  Read Amos chapter 6 and answer the following questions:

[6A] Who will be carried into captivity first?  ______________________ 

[6B] What the difference between what happens to the great house and the small house? ______________
Amos 7 The Amaziah mentioned in this chapter is a priest at Bethel where Israel has idol worship and the king of Israel lives, not the king of Judah mentioned in Kings and Chronicles.  Read Amos chapter 7 and answer the following questions:

[7A] What does Amaziah tell Amos to do? __________________________________________________________________  

[7B] What does Amos say he is?  ______________________________________________________ 

Amos 8  Instead of running of to Judah as instructed, more judgments of Israel are announced by Amos.  Read Amos chapter 8 and answer the following questions:

[8A] What will happen to the songs of the palace?  ______________________________________________________
[8B] What will happen to the festivals?  __________________________________________________ 

Amos 9  The ruin of Israel, as bad as it will be, will not be beyond the power of God to restore it.  Read Amos chapter 9 and answer the following questions:

[9A] Who created heaven?  ____________________________
[9B] What will happen to the ruined cities of Israel?  ________________________________________
------------------------ AMOS ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] For what offense was Gaza judged?  The sold an entire population into slavery.  Am 1:6  Gaza was where the Philistines lived.

[1B] For what offense was Ammon judged?  They ripped open pregnant women.  Am 1:13

[2A] What lead the people of Judah astray?  Their own lies Am 2:4

[2B] Who will flee naked in the day of God's judgment? Even the bravest among the warriors Am 2:16

[3A] What must a trap have to catch something?  Bait  Am 3:5

[3B] Who will God use to bring about His judgment?  An enemy Am 3:11

[4A] What does "cleanness of teeth" in Am 4:6 mean?  Starvation We now this because it is paralleled with "lack of bread" in the next line.  They did not have enough food to even get their teeth dirty.

[4B] The judgment of Israel is compared with His judging of a nation (Described in Exodus) and two cities (Described in Genesis).  Name them:  Egypt Sodom and Gomorrah Am 4:10-11

[5A] If they do not repent and seek the Lord, He will break forth like what?  Fire Am 5:6

[5B] Why does he tell them to seek good instead of evil.  So that they might live Am 5:14

[5C] Rather than sacrifice and offerings God wants something to roll down and flow.  What?  Justice and/or righteousness Am 5:24

[6A] Who will be carried into captivity first?  The wealthy Am 6:1-7

[6B] What the difference between what happens to the great house and the small house? Nothing Am 6:11

[7A] What does Amaziah tell Amos to do? Go to Judah to live and prophecy.  Am 7:12

[7B] What does Amos say he is?  A heardsman and fig farmer.  Am 7:14

[8A] What will happen to the songs of the palace?  They will turn into wailing.  Am 8:3

[8B] What will happen to the festivals?  They will become mourning Am 8:10

[9A] Who created heaven?  The Lord God of hosts.  Am 9:5-6

[9B] What will happen to the ruined cities of Israel?  They will be rebuilt Am 9:14
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) Compare Amos 2:4 with First John 1:5-10.  What is similar?  What is different?
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 (2) Compare Numbers 6:1-21 with Amos 2:11-12.  What was wrong with Israel forcing Nazirites to drink wine?
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 (3) Do you see any similarity between Amos 8:11 and what is happening in the world today?  Why or why not?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Amos?  Why?
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 (5) Was Amos and this lesson helpful to you in your Christian life?  Why, or why not?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Amos was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Amos?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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