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107 Minor Prophets

Lesson 1 - Hosea

Hosea was a prophet who lived and prophesied just before the destruction of Israel in 722 BC.  He preached to the northern kingdom. Throughout the book you will see that he refers to Israel and Ephraim. Ephraim was the largest tribe in Israel and sometimes the whole nation was referred to as Ephraim.  Hosea prophesied during a dark and melancholy era of Israel's history, the period of the Northern Kingdom's decline and fall in the 8th century BC.  The apostasy of the people was rampant, having turned away from God in order to serve the calves of Jeroboam (see 1 K 12.26-30; Ho 8.4-6) and Baal, a Canaanite god of fertility. 

The book may be divided into two parts, the first containing chapters 1-3, and symbolically representing the idolatry of Israel under imagery borrowed from the matrimonial relation; Hosea marries a prostitute (or harlot), as the Lord said, "Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD."  Marriage and adultery are common in the Bible as representations of the relationship between God and His people. Marriage here is symbolic of the covenantal relationship between God and Israel. However, Israel has been unfaithful to God by following other gods and breaking the commandments which are the terms of the covenant, hence Israel is symbolized by a harlot who violates the obligations of marriage to her husband.

Please read Hosea chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A] What did Hosea name his first son?  _____________________ 

[1B] What did Hosea name his first daughter? _____________________ 

[1C] What did Hosea name his second son? _____________________ 

Please read Hosea chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

[2A] On whom will God have compassion?  ________________________________________
[2B] When God says, "You are My people," how will they respond?  _________________________
Please read Hosea chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A] How long will the sons of Israel be without a ruler or place of worship?  __________________
[3B] When will they return to Lord their God? ________________________________ 

The second part, chapters 4-14, is a summary of Hosea's preachings, filled with exhortations, promises, and revelations of mercy.  Here we see the apostasy of Israel and its punishment, with its future repentance, forgiveness, and restoration.  Chapters 4-14 spell out the allegory at length. Chapters 4-10 contain a series of oracles, or prophetic sermons, showing exactly why God is rejecting the Northern Kingdom (what the grounds are for the divorce).

Please read Hosea chapter 4 and answer the following questions:

[4A] What three things is the land without? ______________________________, __________________________, and ______________________________________
[4B] Besides cycles of revenge violence what five things are listed as reasons for the land mourning and languishing? _____________________ _____________________ _____________________ _____________________ & ______________________ 

Please read Hosea chapter 5 and answer the following questions:

[5A] What prevents Israel from returning to God? _____________________________________
[5B] How long will God's people be separated from God? ________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
Please read Hosea chapter 6 and answer the following questions:

[6A] What does God prefer over sacrifice? __________________ 

[6B] What does God prefer over burnt offerings? ________________________________
Please read Hosea chapter 7 and answer the following questions:

[7A] How many of their kings had fallen and failed to call on God?  ______________________
[7B] God offers them redemption, but instead they speak what? ____________________________
Please read Hosea chapter 8 and answer the following questions:

[8A] What did they make the idols out of?  _____________________________________
[8B] They sowed the wind and reaped what? ____________________________________
Please read Hosea chapter 9 and answer the following questions:

[9A] What will they eat in Assyria? ________________________ Hs 9:3

[9B] Why will God cast them away that they become wanderers among the nations? ________________
___________________________________________________________________
Please read Hosea chapter 10 and answer the following questions:

[10A] When it is time for them to seek the Lord, what will He rain down on them?  _________________
[10B] How many of their fortresses will be destroyed?  ____________________________
Chapter 11 is God's lament over the necessity of giving up the Northern Kingdom, which is a large part of the people of Israel, whom God loves. God promises not to give them up entirely.  Please read Hosea chapter 11 and answer the following questions:

[11A] From where will He call His son?  ______________________________
[11B] From where will His people return?  _________________________________________
Then, in Chapter 12, the prophet pleads for Israel's repentance.  Please read Hosea chapter 12 and answer the following questions:

[12A] What does Ephraim multiply?   ____________________________________________
[12B] His people are to return to God and do what three things?  ____________________________, _________________________, and _______________________________________
Chapter 13 foretells the destruction of the kingdom at the hands of Assyria, because there has been no repentance.  Please read Hosea chapter 13 and answer the following questions:

[13A] Besides sacrificing to their calf idols what else did they do?  ___________________________
[13B] What happened to their hearts?  ____________________________________________
In Chapter 14, the prophet urges Israel to seek forgiveness, and promises its restoration, while urging the utmost fidelity to God.  Please read Hosea chapter 14 and answer the following questions:

[14A] What happens to the righteous in the way of the Lord?  ______________________________
[14B] What happens to transgressors in the way of the Lord?  ______________________________
It is a historical fact, Assyria did capture Samaria (aka Israel, Ephraim, or the Northern Kingdom), in 722 BC. All the members of the upper classes and many of the ordinary people were taken captive and carried off to live as prisoners of war.  Even now, over 2,700 years later, they are still finding their way back to the land of Israel.  There was a group recently (2007) from India, who looked so Indian due to intermarriage with the locals that they had to prove they were Jewish by DNA testing, before they were allowed to come back to the land by the Israeli government.
------------------------ HOSEA ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] What did Hosea name his first son?  Jezreel Hs 1:4 Jezreel is a Hebrew term meaning "God scatters."

[1B] What did Hosea name his first daughter? Loruhamah Hs 1:6 Loruhamah means "no mercy."

[1C] What did Hosea name his second son? Loammi Hs 1:9 Loammi means "not my people."

[2A] On whom will God have compassion?  She who had not had compassion before.  Hs 2:23

[2B] When God says, "You are My people," how will they respond?  You are my God Hs 2:23

[3A] How long will the sons of Israel be without a ruler or place of worship?  Many days Hs 3:4

[3B] When will they return to Lord their God? In the last days Hs 3:5

[4A] What three things is the land without? no faithfulness, no kindness, and no knowledge of God Hs 4:1 (In any order)

[4B] Besides cycles of revenge violence what five things are listed as reasons for the land mourning and languishing? 
swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery Hs 4:2-3 (In any order)

[5A] What prevents Israel from returning to God? A spirit of harlotry within them Hs 5:4

[5B] How long will God's people be separated from God? Until they admit their guilt and seek Him Hs 5:15

[6A] What does God prefer over sacrifice? Loyalty Hs 6:6

[6B] What does God prefer over burnt offerings? Knowledge of God Hs 6:6

[7A] How many of their kings had fallen and failed to call on God?  All of them Hs 7:7

[7B] God would redeem them but instead they speak what? Lies against Him Hs 7:13

[8A] What did they make the idols out of? Silver and gold Hs 8:4

[8B] They sowed the wind and reaped what? The whirlwind Hs 8:7

[9A] What will they eat in Assyria? Unclean food Hs 9:3

[9B] Why will God cast them away that they become wanderers among the nations?  Because they have not listened to Him. Hs 9:17

[10A] When it is time for them to seek the Lord, what will He rain down on them?  Righteousness Hs 10:12

[10B] How many of their fortresses will be destroyed?  All of them Hs 10:14

[11A] From where will He call His son?  Out of Egypt Hs 11:1 (See Matthew 2:15)

[11B] From where will His people return? The west, Egypt and Assyria Hs 11:10-11

[12A] What does Ephraim multiply?  Lies and violence Hs 12:1

[12B] His people are to return to God and do what three things?  Be kind, be just, and wait on God all the time.  Hs 12:6 (In any order)

[13A] Besides sacrificing to their calf idols what else did they do?  Kissed them Hs 13:2

[13B] What happened to their hearts? They became proud Hs 13:6

[14A] What happens to the righteous in the way of the Lord?  He walks in righteousness Hs 14:9

[14B] What happens to transgressors in the way of the Lord?  He will stumble.  Hs 14:9
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) Compare the world of today with the Israelites described in Hosea 4:1-3.  How are they alike?  How are they different?
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 (2) In the Old Testament days to atone for their sins and show their love for God they brought sacrifices to the temple.  Compare Hosea 6:6; Hosea 8:13; and Hosea 9:4 with Psalm 51:17; Matthew 9:13 and Romans 12:1-2 and then tell what you believe God thinks about animal sacrifice.
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 (3) Compare Hosea 1:4-5 (Jezreel means "God Scatters"), Hosea 13:3, Hosea 4:19, Hosea 8:7, Hosea 12:1, Hosea 13:15.  What can you say about all these verses?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Hosea?  Why?
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 (5) Was Hosea and this lesson helpful to you in your Christian life?  Why, or why not?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Hosea was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Hosea?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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