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106 Major Prophets

Lesson 4 - Ezekiel

Ezekiel began his prophetic ministry among the Jews who were first taken into captivity in Babylon, and continued until after the destruction of Jerusalem and the complete captivity of all the people.  The phrase "the word of the LORD came to me saying" appears 46 times in Ezekiel.  His book is remarkable in the diversity of its literary forms.  It has visions, parables, prophecy, exhortations, condemnations, poetry mostly in the form of laments (such as we just learned about in the last lesson in Lamentations), temple building plans, instructions on offerings, and descriptions of how they were to divide the land when they returned.  This variety makes it difficult to organize the book into an understandable outline.  Ezekiel writes about the coming destruction of Jerusalem, the captivity of the remnant remaining in Judah, and the sins that led to this catastrophe.  After these things actually occur, he talks about God's judgments on the various nations in the Middle East, the eventual restoration of the people to Jerusalem to the Promised Land, and the plans for a new temple.  I have organized this study around the visions and parables of the book:

Ezk 1:1-7:27 
Visions of the Four Figures and of Divine Glory

Ezk 8:1-16:63
Visions of Abominations, Slaughter and the Departure of God's Glory from the Temple

Ezk 17:1-20:49
Parable of Two Eagles and a Vine

Ezk 21:1-23:49
Parable of the Sword of the Lord

Ezk 24:1-32:32
Parable of the Boiling Pot

Ezk 33:1-36:38
Parable of the Watchman's Duty

Ezk 37:1-39:29
Vision of the Valley of the Dry Bones

Ezk 40:1-48:35
Visions of the Man with a Measuring Rod and God's Glory Returning to the Temple

Notice that the book begins and ends talking about God's Glory

The Visions of the Four Figures and of Divine Glory

The prophet Ezekiel is called by God and he prophesies about the siege of Jerusalem and its destruction.  He preaches against idolatry and wickedness.  Please read Ezekiel 1:1-7:27 and answer the following four questions:

[1] What kind of faces were on the four figures? _________ _________ _________ _________

[2] What made Ezekiel stand in the God's presence? ______________________________ 

[3] What did Ezekiel do with the scroll from the hand of God?  __________________ 

[4] Where did Ezekiel write the name of Jerusalem? ______________ 

Picture of head with four faces.

The Visions of Abominations, Slaughter and the Departure of God's Glory from the Temple

Ezekiel prophesies that the rulers will be judged but that the nation will be restored.  He preaches against false prophets and idolatrous elders.  Even though Jerusalem will be destroyed it will be restored because God remembers his covenant.  Please read Ezekiel 8:1-16:63 and answer the following four questions:

[5] Those with the mark on their foreheads were spared death at the hands of the angel of death.  Who received the mark?  ____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

[6] What three men did God use as examples of righteousness?

________________, _________________ and _________________ 

[7] What kind of lumber is less useful than vines?  ________________________ 

[8] What two nations were the mother and father of Jerusalem?

 ___________________ and ___________________ 

The Parable of Two Eagles and a Vine

King Zedekiah rebels.  Ezekiel preaches on God's justice, laments for the leaders of Israel, and again prophesizes the restoration of Israel.  Please read Ezekiel 17:1-20:49 and answer the following two questions:

[9] What gives God no pleasure? ____________

_________________________________ 

[10] Who will be the King of Israel when it is restored? ___________________________  

_________________________________


Picture of 

bird with cedar branches in its mouth

Ez 17:3.



The Parable of the Sword of the Lord

Ezekiel preaches against the sins of Israel, Samaria and Jerusalem.  Please read Ezekiel 21:1-23:49 and answer the following two questions:

[11] How does the Sword of the Lord flash? ________________ 

______________________________________________
[12] What do Oholah and Oholibah represent? _______________ 

and __________________ 


Picture of 

man holding a scroll

Ez 20:11.



The Parable of the Boiling Pot

Ezekiel's wife dies.  Judgments against various nations are prophesized.  The restoration of Israel is again prophesized.  Please read Ezekiel 24:1-32:32 and answer the following three questions.

[13] About what was Ezekiel not allowed to mourn or weep? ______________________________
[14] Against what city did God say he would bring many nations, as waves on the sea shore? ___________
[15] God said the Pharaoh thought of himself as a ____________________________________ 

but he was really a ____________________________________
Picture of 

people around large cauldron

set over a campfire

Ez 24:3

The Parable of the Watchman's Duty

Jerusalem falls.  Ezekiel prophesizes against the leaders of Israel and Mount Seir.  The restoration of Israel is again promised with the explanation that God does it for the sake of His name.  Please read Ezekiel 33:1-36:38 and answer the following two questions.

[16] In this parable who is the watchman? ________________ 

[17] Who are the sheep of God's pasture? ________________ 

Picture of 

a man looking at a field

full of human bones

Ez 37:2

The Vision of the Valley of the Dry Bones

The eventual reunion of Israel and Judah into a single Davidic Kingdom is prophesized.  The invasion by, and demise of, Gog are prophesized.  Please read Ezekiel 37:1-39:29 and answer the following two questions:

[18] What happened to the dry bones when Ezekiel prophesied over them?

________________________________
[19] Who will be king of the reunited kingdom?  ______________ 

The Visions of the Man with a Measuring Rod and God's Glory in the Temple

The restored temple, city and nation is prophesized in some detail.  Please read Ezekiel 40:1-48:35 and answer the following two questions:

[20] Which Levitical priests were to be put in charge?  _________________________________
[21] What flowed to the east under the threshold of the temple?  __________  
Picture of 

a man standing in door of temple

with a measuring rod in his hand

Ez 40:3



------------------------------------ [ANSWERS] -------------------------------------
The Visions of the Four Figures and of Divine Glory

[1] What kind of faces were on the four figures? man lion bull eagle Ezk 1:10

[2] What made Ezekiel stand in the God's presence? The Holy Spirit Ezk 2:2

[3] What did Ezekiel do with the scroll from the hand of God?  He ate it Ezk 3:1-2

[4] Where did Ezekiel write the name of Jerusalem? A brick Ezk 4:1

The Visions of Abominations, Slaughter and the Departure of God's Glory from the Temple

[5] Those with the mark on their foreheads were spared death at the hands of the angel of death.  Who received the mark?  
People who sighed and groaned over the wickedness and abominations which were being committed.  Ezk 9:4

[6] What three men did God use as examples of righteousness?  Noah, Daniel and Job Ezk 14:14 & 17

[7] What kind of lumber is less useful than vines?  Burned vines Ezk 15:2-5

[8] What two nations were the mother and father of Jerusalem? Amorites and Hittites Ezk 16:3 & 45

The Parable of Two Eagles and a Vine

[9] What gives God no pleasure? The death of anyone Ezk 18:32

[10] Who will be the King of Israel when it is restored? The Lord God  Ezk 20:33

The Parable of the Sword of the Lord

[11] How does the Sword of the Lord flash? like lightning Ezk 21:10

[12] What do Oholah and Oholibah represent? Samaria and Jerusalem Ezk 23:4

The Parable of the Boiling Pot

[13] About what was Ezekiel not allowed to mourn or weep? The death of his wife Ezk 24:16-18

[14] Against what city did God say he would bring many nations, as waves on the sea shore? Tyre Ezk 26:3

[15] God said the Pharaoh thought of himself as a young lion but he was really a monster in the sea.  Ezk 32:2 
(Or you could answer Pharaoh thought he was creator of the Nile but he was really a monster in the river Ezk 29:3)

The Parable of the Watchman's Duty

[16] In this parable who is the watchman? Ezekiel Ezk 33:7

[17] Who are the sheep of God's pasture? Israel Ezk 34:30-31

The Vision of the Valley of the Dry Bones

[18] What happened to the dry bones when Ezekiel prophesied over them? They grew flesh and skin  Ezk 37:7-10
(They did not begin to live until Ezekiel prophesied to the winds.)

[19] Who will be king of the reunited kingdom?  David Ezk 37:21-24

The Visions of the Man with a Measuring Rod and God's Glory in the Temple

[20] Which Levitical priests were to be put in charge?  The sons of Zadok Ezk 40:46, 43:19, 44:15, & 48:11 
(Because they remained loyal to God when everyone else went astray)

[21] What flowed to the east under the threshold of the temple?  Water  Ezk 47:1-2
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 Name: ________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Church, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service. Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) Compare Ezekiel 8:2 and Rev 1:9-20.  Do you think Ezekiel and John were talking to the same person?  Why or why not?
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 (2) How would you explain the Parable of Two Eagles and a Vine in Ezekiel 17:1-10?
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 (3) Compare Ezekiel 20:33 and Ezekiel 37:21-24.  How can both of these be true?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Ezekiel? Why? (Ezekiel 18:32 would be my choice.)
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 (5) If someone asked you what Ezekiel was about what would you say?
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 (6) Was this book & lesson helpful to you in your Christian life? Why, or why not?
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 (7) Do you have any questions? About Ezekiel? About the Bible? About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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